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WELCOME TO OUR SEPTEMBER 2017 NEWSLETTER!! 

 
Secretary Reg’s Report on our recent August Luncheon Meeting: 

 
Today’s gathering attracted 49 members. President Graeme welcomed all, including the 
following members not seen for a while:  Ron Chillingworth, John Cairns, Noel Fox,  
Karl Mizens, Phil Newsome, Reg Smeaton, Sebastian Zammit and John Wellburn. 
 

The Loyal Toast to the Queen, and to the People of Australia followed. 
 

Presidents Preamble 
President Graeme welcomed members to our new luncheon venue at The Boutique Hotel. 
He gave a brief resume of the circumstances leading up to the change and assured all 
members that we will be well looked after by The Boutique going forward. All our monthly 
luncheons which are held on 3rd Monday of each month will now be at The Boutique unless 
advised otherwise for special functions. 
Graeme also read out a letter he had recently received from our 100 year old member  
Betty Gemmell advising of her sorrow at the passing of Marion Sinclair. Betty provided a 
resume of her association with Marion over the years specifically at 377 George St branch 
and also ANZ Staff Club. Of note Betty advised that Charlie Rennie, Marion and herself 
worked together at 377 George St and each reached the age of 100. 

  Thanks to you Betty for your comments. 
                                             ...................................... 

New Members: 
We extend a very warm welcome to John Sloan of Narrandera NSW.  John mentioned in 
his application that he worked with Ken Dighton in Barellan “50 years ago”. 

    ................................................. 

Apologies:   Were received from:  Col Bartrim, Noel Bottrell, Peter Bradford, Bill 

Chapman, Ken Dighton, Vic East, Alf Evans, John Freedman, Allan Gibson, Pam 
Griffiths, Paul Jepson, Alf McDermott, Clive Neutze, Heather Riach, Jim Richardson 
and Ron Welsh. 
          

 ...............................................................................................................................................................................   

Bereavements: Noel Bowmer aged 82 of Baulkham Hills after a long illness with 

serious heart issues. Noel was a very active member of ANZROC until the serious illness and 
the passing of his wife in July 2014, and he then battled his own heart related illness for some 
time until succumbing on 27th August 2017. He is fondly remembered and has the respect of 
all who knew him as friends and/or colleagues. During his illness Noel was fortunate in that 
he was cared for by his daughter Jenny for as long as possible before it became necessary 
for Noel to receive nursing care beyond that which could be provided in the home. Rest in 
Peace Noel. Noel's funeral service was on Thursday 7th September at the Macquarie Park 
Cemetery and Crematorium.  

 
                             Our Condolences have been offered as appropriate. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 
TREASURERS REPORT: 
 
 Treasurer Mike reported in detail on our current satisfactory financial position. 
 

       $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

     "When I read about the evils of drinking, I gave up reading." ~ Henny Youngman.      
WARNING: The consumption of alcohol may lead you to think people are laughing WITH you. 
  ==========================    

  BIRTHDAY WISHES: 
 
Birthday wishes were extended by Phil Cohen to Mike Cunneen and Karl Mizens. 

  Happy Birthday was then sung badly. 
 

We missed Colin Walker of Leeton and his conversion to Honorary status in January this   
year. Sorry Col, consider yourself an Hon. member albeit belatedly. 

 
                                      happybirthdayhappybirthdayhappybirthdaytoyou! 
 
     .............................................................................................................................................................................  
 

   WELFARE REPORT:        Ken Dighton 18 September 2017    
In the absence of our very effective, committed and hardworking Welfare Officer Ken, the report was read 
by VP Terry Auld. 

 
We wish the following members (and any others for that matter who are on 
“the sick list”) good luck with their various health issues: 
 

• Reg Smeaton - Reg is progressing well with pre-op. treatment. He expects to 
have surgery later this month. 

• Phil Newsome – he is coming to grips with his portable home dialysis 
machine, but it did enable him to take an air trip to Queensland recently. Phil 
is also back on the golf course working hard on his handicap, which has 
headed north over the past several months. He hopes to join us for lunch this 
month. (And he did!) 

• Wayne Keihne – we reported on Wayne having had treatment for a tumour in 
the July report. I’m pleased to say that Wayne continues to get positive news 
from his specialists. Subsequent to this report we have been advised that 
there have been tumours located elsewhere that require further treatment so 
we wish Wayne all the very best with the next stage of his battle. 

• Brian Beynon – Brian has had a few health related problems over recent 
months, which fortunately have had good outcomes. However, he is lining-up 
for a hip replacement in November.  

I made contact with the following people, who enjoy the esteemed title of Honorary 
Member, to check up on them in their birthday month and to extend good wishes:  
 

• Norman Brain (93) – Norman said he is “lucky to have good health”. I’m sure 
some good living also helps, Norman. Well done anyway, and enjoy your 93rd 
birthday celebration. 

• Stan Doyle (82) – Stan responded with “never better” when I asked how his 
health was. However, his wife Margaret is still suffering from shingles, which 
she had this time last year, and which is making her life a bit of a trial. Best 
wishes for a recovery soon Margaret. Stan said he is hoping to attend the 
Coffs Harbour ROC pre-Christmas function. 



• Reg Elliott (84) – I haven’t been able to make contact with Reg. We hope the 
reason is that you’re away enjoying yourself Reg. Best wishes for your 
birthday and we trust the year ahead is a happy and healthy one for you. 

• John Heathwood (86) – John said he is well and celebrated Fathers’ Day in 
grand style with a family lunch at Dora Creek Club. He passed his medical 
test for his driver licence which pleased him no end. John sends regards to 
his ROC mates. 

• John Hickey (82) – John’s health has been a mixed lot over the past year 

with plenty of tests and visits to doctors. No major complaint identified at this 

stage, apart from a knee replacement later next month. All these issues, 

however, are in the background right now as he undertakes his tour around 

England, Ireland and Scotland. Safe travelling John. 

• Barry Humphreys (82) – Barry’s health is good. It seems he is becoming a “Shire 
Dweller” and expects to be soon seeing a lot more of his grand children – a prospect 
I gather he is looking forward to. 

• Keith Jacobs (83) – Keith is “pretty well with no real complaints, apart from that 
fellow Arthr-itis”.  He passed his recent health check without difficulty. 

• Ray Mooney (81) – Ray said he is “still on the go”, and received a good report from 
his cardiologist recently. On the whole he is managing the 80’s quite well. 

• Don Sheath (82) – Don’s mobility has improved to the point where he now uses only 
one crutch. His polymiositis persists but he is good in the circumstances. 

• Roy Vockler (90) – Roy said the stroke he suffered means he is essentially confined 
to barracks, but he is “fairly sure his brain is OK”. He sent good wishes to John 
Nicholson (and his dog Toby!) 

• Les Rennie (81) – Les is “terrific” and he enjoyed a nice lunch on his birthday. He 
apologised for not being at our lunch meeting, but he has a more pressing 
engagement – he and wife Maureen are flying out to the old country. They plan to 
catch-up with their daughter who is lawyer in London, and Les’ cousin in Hampshire. 
Les sounded quite excited about the trip, and well he might. 

• Rupe Thomas (80) – our latest addition to The Hons list. Rupe said he is travelling 
well, but not sufficiently to hop on a train to come to our lunch meeting (he does of 
course live in Melbourne!). Rupe mentioned that he and his wife (also ex-ANZ) did 
venture up this way for the S(P&H) reunion ( a meeting which I unfortunately 
missed). He also said that Clieve Lennon taught him everything there was to know 
about Demand Orders – thanks Clieve. 

• John Robson (85) – As we know John is in a nursing home down south. I tried 
unsuccessfully to phone his wife Beverley to ask her to pass-on our best wishes for 
John’s birthday. As mentioned in previous reports, Vic East calls in on John as often 
as he can. Happy birthday for number 85 John and may the year ahead be a good 
one for you. 

                                            ************************************   

 
 
 
 
 



 

Bankcard Reunion: 
 
While this is not actually an ANZROC function, it carries our full support and best 
wishes for a successful day. 
To be held on Saturday November 11th at the Waterview Club, Clyde St and 
Silverwater Rd, Silverwater at 12 noon.  
Call Tony Schembri 0433 891 000 or Paul Jepson 0431 824 265 for more details. 
  -------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
     Perhaps this will tempt you to wander along to one of our Monthly Luncheons. 

 The wonderful Cello Room at the Castlereagh Boutique Hotel. See anyone you know? 
 

 
 
............................................................................................................................. ............ 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Of Ken Tinsley: 
John Brogan writes: Ken was Manager ES&A Wellington when I was posted there 
in 1965.  Ken was an avid follower/investor of the Stock Market with daily calls to his 
Stock Broker. One  afternoon he came out of his office and stated drinks would be 
on him after work as he had made a killing with shares in Poseidon .He subsequently 
transferred to ES &A Wagga Wagga where as Bob Primmer reported he resigned 
and represented his Stock Broker, Ralph King and Youill. 
 
Of Noel Bowmer: 
Ken Byatt writes: So sad to hear of Noel's passing. I first met him when I was 
transferred after 6 months in the ("Scottie") bank in July 1962 to Haymarket - I was 
only 17 years old. He had one of the driest senses of humour I have come across. 
He was the Advance/Security clerk then, and he taught me a lot about lending 
applications and securities. It was not until I joined ANZROC that I again met up with 
him, but he still referred to me as "Mr Yatt". He will be sorely missed. 
Noel Bottrell writes: Sad indeed as Noel has had a pretty rough time the last 
couple of years. He will be missed from our ANZROC activities in which he was so 
active in better times, I was impressed that he and Alf McDermott  were regular 
boarders of the train enroute to the  Newcastle ANZROC lunches 
 



 
 
Of Kevin Caisley:  
 
Trevor Adams writes: It was a shock and surprise that my wife Avis, and I read of 
the death of Kevin Caisley. Avis and Kevin were in the third year at Lismore High 
School in 1947 together and I think Kevin left school at the end of that year and 
joined the ES & A Bank in Lismore. The following year I joined the ES & A in 1949 at 
Coraki and I got to know Kevin through our local Anglican Church group in Lismore. 
In 1952 I was transferred to the relieving staff and spent about six months in Lismore 
with Kevin. 
We attended each other’s 21st birthday parties in 1953. Kevin used to travel from the 
family farm at Dunoon to Lismore on a BSA “Golden Flash” motor bike each day and 
on one occasion took me to Brunswick Heads for a flying visit to see my parents who 
were holidaying there over the Christmas holidays. 
I was transferred to Sydney the following month in August ’53 and lost track of 
Kevin’s career until about 1965 when I was sent to Narrabri by DC3 to relieve him as 
Branch Manager at the ES & A. Again I lost track of him until much later in his career 
when he became Manager of the merged branches in Gosford, from where he 
eventually retired. Throughout all these years he kept the Dunoon farm, converting 
from dairy to cattle raising. He told me that going up to the farm was a great way to 
relax especially after his wife Joy died. Although we never corresponded I will always 
remember Kevin with great fondness and I mourn the loss of a long time friend and 
work colleague. 

....................................................................................................................................... 
 

Dates Dates for Your Diary! 
          NEW VENUE   NEW VENUE   NEW VENUE 
16TH October 2017 Luncheon at the Castlereagh Boutique Hotel 169 Castlereagh St Sydney  
Pre luncheon drinks on 2nd floor from 11.00am onwards. Our luncheon is on 4th floor also with Bar 
facility and payment and name tag handout commences from 12 noon onwards. For a 12:30 pm 
start to the meal. All members are welcome. Bookings are not required; it is always an enjoyable 
day with good food and lots of old friends and the occasional surprise visit by those who can’t 
make the meeting all the time. 
If you have not been for a while come along and enjoy the good company of old ANZers. 

 
30th Oct 30th October 2017  Tour Brisbane Waters on a 1.5 hour sightseeing ferry trip departing 
Woy Woy Jetty at 10:15 am., followed by a two course Lunch at Davistown RSL. Liquid 
refreshments are at your own cost.  Cost is $30.00 for the Cruise and Lunch. Book with  
Ann Morgan at aamorgan@bigpond.net.au or phone 9970 8668 or 0407 265108. 
When booking Ann or Reg will need to know your menu selection from the following options:     

 Mains:Mains: Gourmet Beef and Vegie Pie with chips     OR     Fish and Chips.                         
Dessert: Sticky Date Pudding with butterscotch sauce OR Lemon and Lime Tart with cream. 

 
9th November 2017 (Thursday) Coffs Harbour Annual Dinner will be held at Coffs Harbour Golf 
Club. Meeting at 11.30 am for pre luncheon drinks, some provided by ANZROC (NSW) together 
with some wine on the tables. Lunch to be ordered on arrival (same as last year) and paid for by 
members and partners and will be served at 1pm. Cost will be approx. $20 per head. Contact Bob 
Primmer on 02 6652 7130 or Email bobprimmer6@gmail.com with names to be advised by 31 
October 2017. 

 
16th Nov16th November 2017  ( Thursday)   Newcastle Hunter Valley Pre Christmas Luncheon  

To be held from 11.45 AM at Cardiff RSL Club, Cnr Macquarie and Munibung Roads, Cardiff. 
RSVP to Jim or Cheryl by 8th November 2107 is essential to meet club requirements. There will 
be a $15.00 charge on the day to assist in defraying costs. 

Our Train Our Train leaves Central at 9.15 AM - check your local timetables - and will be met at 11.33 AM on arrival at 
Cardiff at Cardiff Railway Station. 

Contact : Jim or Cheryl Richardson 02 4943 8031 or 0419 602 087 Email: jimcher@exemail.com.au.. 
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16th November 2017 Far North Coast ROC Christmas lunch is set down for Thursday at the 
RSL bowls club Ballina, contact is Brian Rawle 02 66876286 or elwar@bigpond.com 
 
22nd November 2017 

 
 

Doc Wilson Memorial Bowls Day at the Umina Bowling Club.  
Cost should be around $20 for bowls and lunch. Flat sole shoes, sandals to be worn on the green. 
Start at 9.30 with a cuppa then bowls at 10.00am with lunch 12.30 pm. Those that come by train to 
Woy Woy we will arrange pick-up as in the past. Please RSVP to Ann Morgan at 
aamorgan@bigpond.net.au or phone 9970 8668 or Reg Smeaton (see masthead for contact 
details).  

 

2nd December 2017 Wagga Wagga Christmas Luncheon 12:00 All visitors most welcome Kevin 
Cameron is the contact and co-ordinator. Email Kevin jannette.cameron@bigpond.com or phone 
him on 02 6922 4575 

 
11th December 2017 Christmas Cocktail Function at ANZ Centre 242 Pitt St Sydney from Noon. 
Numbers are limited so it will be a first in best opportunity. Please advise Secretary Reg Smeaton 
at reg.kini@bigpond.com or phone 02 4228 6951 Mob 0423 661 789 or Ann Morgan at 
aamorgan@bigpond.net.au or phone 02 9970 8668. if you wish to attend now! 

 
 15th December 2017 Canberra are holding a Christmas Dinner at the Royal Canberra Golf 
Club, Yarralumla. RSVP Albert Orszaczky phone: 6231 6198,email: orszo@bigpond.com or Bob 
Dyer phone: 6231 2371, email: rdyer@bigpond.net.au John Lucas phone: 6293 2532, email: 
jandklucas@bigpond.com. 

 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 
If you're not familiar with the work of Steven Wright, he's the famous Erudite (comic) 

scientist who once said: "I woke up one morning, and all of my stuff had been stolen and 
replaced by exact duplicates."  
 
His mind sees things differently than most of us do. . . here are some of his gems: 
 
1 - I'd kill for a Nobel Peace Prize. 
2 - Borrow money from pessimists -- they don't expect it back. 
3 - Half the people you know are below average. 
4 - 99% of lawyers give the rest a bad name. 
5 - 82.7% of all statistics are made up on the spot.  
6 - A conscience is what hurts when all your other parts feel so good. 
7 - A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. 
8 - If you want the rainbow, you got to put up with the rain. 
9 - All those who believe in psycho kinesis, raise my hand. 
10 - The early bird may get the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese. 
11 - I almost had a psychic girlfriend, ...... But she left me before we met. 
12 - OK, so what's the speed of dark? 
13 - How do you tell when you're out of invisible ink? 
14 - If everything seems to be going well, you have obviously overlooked something. 
15 - Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm. 

mailto:elwar@bigpond.com
mailto:aamorgan@bigpond.net.au
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16 - When everything is coming your way, you're in the wrong lane. 
17 - Ambition is a poor excuse for not having enough sense to be lazy. 
18 - Hard work pays off in the future; laziness pays off now. 
19 - I intend to live forever... So far, so good. 
20 - If Barbie is so popular, why do you have to buy her friends? 
21 - Eagles may soar, but weasels don't get sucked into jet engines. 
22 - What happens if you get scared half to death twice? 
23 - My mechanic told me, "I couldn't repair your brakes, so I made your horn louder."  
24 - Why do psychics have to ask you for your name. 
25 - If at first you don't succeed, destroy all evidence that you tried. 
26 - A conclusion is the place where you got tired of thinking. 
27 - Experience is something you don't get until just after you need it. 
28 - The hardness of the butter is proportional to the softness of the bread. 
29 - To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism; to steal from many is research. 
30 - The problem with the gene pool is that there is no lifeguard. 
31 - The sooner you fall behind, the more time you'll have to catch up.  
32 - The colder the x-ray table, the more of your body is required to be on it. 
33 - Everyone has a photographic memory; some just don't have film.  
34 - If at first you don't succeed, skydiving is not for you. 
 
And the all-time favourite - 
35 - If your car could travel at the speed of light, would your headlights work? 
(Thanks Karl M!) 

 
 

=====================================================================        
 

SOCIAL NOTES 
Peter Gorman, our blog master writes: Why can’t they keep a secret in the Bank? Because 
of all the tellers! One of them told me about a breakaway faction of the ANZ Banking Group 
Retired Officers' Club (NSW) that meets once a month for coffee (and cake, if they can 
afford it!) at the Lane Cove shops to re-synchronise their views of the world. 
Its foundation members pictured below are Colleen Moran (née Murray) and John Burke, 
and it's rumoured that they may soon be joined by someone from as far afield as Batemans 
Bay. At your next meeting, Colleen and John, keep your eyes open for a fly on the wall. It 
might be me! 

  
                                                                                        
 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 MORE (Very Welcome) News and LETTERS: 
Tony Brown of Fingal Bay spoke to Reg Smeaton recently and is going as well as can be 
expected. He enjoys a daily visit to his local beach weather permitting and sits and watches 
the world go by for several hours a day. Tony is also the proud owner of a dreaded scooter 
(which he loves) to help with his mobility and treks as far as Salamander Bay on said 
vehicle. He says he has been known to destroy the odd sales display at Woolworths with 
his infernal machine! Sounded bright and happy with his lot and loves to get the Newsletter. 
Tony retired from Nelsons Bay Branch after ten years there and was never going to leave 
Port Stephens as a result. 

  -------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://anzroc.blogspot.com.au/
http://anzroc.blogspot.com.au/
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Could not resist the shield below....in the Bega Historical museum. If anyone remembers this former 
branch on the right below, can you suggest where I can find an old Scotty logo? 

     

  -----------------------------------------------------------

  

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
Keith (KD) ANDERSON 10th  David GRAETZ 31st  Gary McKay 5th 
Matthew BENJAMIN 14th  Bob GRANT 12th  Allan McCORMACK 1st 
           
Alwyn CAMPBELL 3rd  Ron IZZARD 4th  Jo MIKLEUS 11th 
Marshall CARTER 30th  Gwen JARRATT 24th  Frank MILLS 1st 
Agnes CHEUNG 22nd  Graham KENNEY 10th  John PENN 9th 
Philip COHEN 28th  Stuart KITCHING 9th  Bob PRESTON 13th 
Bob COOK 14th  Kevin LANE 19th 

 
John RICHARDSON 13th 

Jim CORRIGAN 24th  Will LUTKE-
SCHIPHOLT 

28th  Barry TROLLOPE 18th 

Tom DOUMANI 8th  Jennie MALINOWSKI 18th  Nick TSIGOUNIS 19th 
David EDWARDS 7th  Phillip McGARN 27th  John WELLBURN 14th 
Jennie GEISLER 1st  Phillip McGARN 27th     
Brenton GOEDECKE 17th  Phillip McGARN 27th   

 
  

THE “HONS”       
John BALL 19th 
Bette BARTON 21st 
Russell BETTS 17th 
John BROGAN 21st 
Kevin  CAMERON 14th 
Ron CHILLINGWORTH 24th 
Warwick DENTON 14th 
Peter DUFTY 11th 
Ray GORMAN 15th 
Allan JONES 20th 
Brian LIEBERT 10th 
George McKINNON 6th 
John (JK) NICHOLSON 28th 
Alan PARMETER 12th 
Colin TICEHURST 1st 
   

 
Congratulations to Col TICEHHURST who joins the “Hon’s” this month 



NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS: 
 

While the Secretary sends out a notification that the newsletter is available on the blog site, if 
when you are next on the site http://anzroc.blogspot.com.au/ you drill down to the bottom of the 
front page you will find a “subscription” tab. If you opt to subscribe by selecting this box you will 
receive an authentication message from the subscription administrator. As long as you confirm 
at that point that you wish to subscribe, you will receive your newsletter automatically on the 
day it is posted to the blog site. Also, any other posts such as photographs added through the 
month will be forwarded automatically. Notification will still issue from the Secretary, but you 
will no longer need to await the notification for newsletter access. 
                                 ------------------------------------------------------------- 

   Who remembers this particular medicine? 
 

    
               Maybe the room looked like this after it was emptied? That correct KD? 
 
 

 
   ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
As always, my sincere thanks to Reg, and to all those wonderful folk who contribute.                              
  Thanks again for reading the News!! Ed. 
   

http://anzroc.blogspot.com.au/

