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ANZ BANKING GROUP RETIRED OFFICERS’ 
CLUB (N.S.W.) 

ABN 19 337 817 538 

 

Welcome to our October 2019 
NEWSLETTER 

Our Club Report from Luncheon 21st October 2019 
 

Today’s gathering attracted a rollup of 33 members and Senior Vice president Terry Auld 
welcomed all including the following members not seen for a while:  
 
Warren Taylor (Warren resides in Melbourne but is a member of (NSW & Vic ANZROC), 
Bob Le Brocq, Ian Jarrett, Col Jefferies, Wal Pendleton and Barry Wileman. 
 
Terry’s welcome was followed by the Loyal Toast to the Queen and the people of Australia. 
 
Thank you to the members who were present today. We are looking forward to a big rollup for 
our final 2019 luncheon on 18th November. 
 
Apologies received:- 
Tony Carter, Phil Cohen, Ken Dighton, Mike Cunneen, Elaine Davis, Phil Newsome, Helen 
Mazar, Alistair Turnbull, Tim Barker, Richard Peddar, Jim Richardson, Sebastian Zammit, 
Angela Vallender, Alf Evans, Alf McDermott, Paul Jepson, Clive Neutze, Ian Tredinnick and 
Reg Smeaton. 
 

****************** 

 
 
 
Bereavements: 
We were very saddened to be advised that our member Tony Thompson had passed away 
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on 21st September. Tony was admitted to Greenwich Palliative Care the day before and 
sadly was only there for one night. His health had deteriorated over recent months. 
Tony was well known to a lot of our members from his long service in ANZ especially in the 
latter part of his career when he was Manager Haymarket. 
Our sincere condolences to Tony’s wife Gay and family from all members of ANZROC (NSW). 
Tony’s funeral was held on 30th September at Frenches Forrest Bushland Cemetery, 
Davidson. A period of silence was observed in memory of Tony. 
 
 

 
 

****************** 
 

 
 
New Members: 
Great to report that we have 2 new members join the Club during the last month. 
 
Helen Mazar - Helen is well known to us and is partner of Ex-President Phil Newsome.  
A big welcome to Helen. 
 
Robert (Bob) Smart - Bob would be well known to many for his long service in ANZ and we 
also extend a big welcome to our Club. 
 

******************  
 

 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
In Mike’s absence Ken Byatt covered the financial report and reported a sound financial 
position at date. 

****************** 
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Welfare Report:  
Our Welfare Officer Ken Dighton is also an apology for our luncheon but as usual had 
completed his report which for today, was delivered by Ken Byatt. 
 
Ken Dighton – Welfare Officer   
Sick List: 

• Barry Gibson (the Sydney version) – Barry continues to recover quite well and he’s 
happy with his progress. His wife Barbara had surgery last week and she is now at 
home also in recovery mode. Best wishes to you Barb (Barry is big and old enough to 
take care of himself!). 

• Ian Tredinnick – Ian had a knee replacement on 23rd Sept. As seems to be the norm 
these days, he was back at home in a trice and he is doing well. It may be a while 
though until he is back on the tennis court (a retirement may be in the offing, or perhaps 
a future career in lawn bowls Ian?). 

• Marshall Carter – Marshall suffered a serious cardiac episode while touring Alaska with 
his wife Therese. Fortunately, the Alaskan hospital services were up to the task and 
he is now well on the road to recovery (as well as the “road” back to Australia as soon 
as practicable). I note from the Birthday List that Marshall celebrates his birthday later 
in October, so best wishes for that day, as well as the recovery, are in order.  

  

The up-to-date good news is that Marshall is now back home with a new Pacemaker 
and feeling much better. 

• Barry Smith – Life Member Barry continues to undergo treatment for the staph. 
infection, and he is booked to receive a new Pacemaker at the end of this month. Once 
these issues are dealt with, he will hopefully be in a position a have more treatment for 
his cancer. He certainly has a lot on his plate at the moment and we wish him all the 
very best. Barry’s good wife Wilhelmina said the community nurse still visits, and it 
occurred to me that perhaps Baz is unnecessarily prolonging his illness to ensure the 
nurse continues to call in on him! 

• John Penn – John continues to struggle and he said the wind was knocked from his 
sails when the neurologist he was hoping to see said he would have to wait until May 
2020 for an appointment. Needless to say, John is looking at his options. He is battling-
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on nevertheless, and he still manages to complete at least two sessions of walking 
exercise each day. Best wishes John. 
 

I made contact with the following members, who enjoy the esteemed title of Honorary 
Member, to offer birthday good wishes and hope for a happy and healthy year ahead: 

• John Ball (84) – I wasn’t able to make contact with John – there is a good chance that 
he is away enjoying himself, I hope this is the case. We’ve seen him in recent times 
and he looked as well as ever. Best wishes for # 84 John. 

• Kevin Cameron (84) – Kevin said he is going “great guns – NOW”. The past year has 
been one to forget so far as his health is concerned, but he is now progressing well. 
However, wife Jannette is currently in Wagga Hospital for heart surgery – after a few 
complications she is recovering satisfactorily. As a consequence of all these goings-
on Kevin’s birthday celebrations will be muted, but he is looking forward to a great year 
ahead. We hope that’s how it turns out Kevin. 

 
• Ron Chillingworth (84) – I wasn’t successful in contacting Ron. We hope that all is well 

in your bailiwick Ron and that you can celebrate long and hard for #84. Best wishes. 
 

• Warwick Denton (85) – Warwick is in good health and said he was planning a quiet 
celebration. He manages a couple of games of golf a week, and he still walks the 
course. He said he has intimate knowledge of the rough, but enjoys the outings. 
 

• Brian Liebert (88) – Brian said he is “still above ground”, and apart from a few aged 
related issues he is able to keep busy and enjoy life (enjoying life includes a rather 
lengthy birthday celebration with family and others). 
 

• Al Campbell (81) – Al hasn’t been very well of late, but he managed a small birthday 
celebration with family. He is still enjoying a regular game of golf. 
 

• John Brogan (83) – John is OK if he ignores some usual age-related problems, which 
fortunately he is able to do with medication. He is enjoying life down in The Illawarra, 
and he extended his regards to former colleagues and ROC members. 
 

• George McKinnon (96) – George said he had a “really good” birthday and celebrated 
in fine style. At the time I phoned him on his mobile he was on an excursion bus from 
his village, and he seemed to be well and truly enjoying himself. George said he 
recently moved down to Ballina. Keep up the good work George. 
 

• Colin Ticehurst (82) – Colin said his general health is good but lack of mobility causes 
him some inconvenience. Fortunately, he has a resident taxi driver in the form of his 
good wife Yvonne. He celebrated his birthday (twice) with family. 
 

• David Graetz (80) – David said he is “pretty well”, although he will be having an eye 
operation soon - he is expecting a good outcome. Best wishes David, and welcome to 
the Hons list. 
 

• Bob Grant (80) – another new entrant to the exclusive Hons club. He and Nell travelled 
to Melbourne  to celebrate his 80th with his twin brother and family members. Bob has 
had some problems with his foot over the past several months, but he is hopeful a 
recent improvement will continue. All things being equal we will catch-up with him next 
month for the Newcastle pre-Christmas lunch. Congratulations on reaching the 80 
milestone Bob, and welcome to the Hons. 
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• John Penn (80) – John hasn’t got a lot to celebrate at the moment. He is scheduled for 

some tests with a neurologist, and on the whole he is not feeling in the pink. However, 
he would like to join us for the Newcastle lunch next month. We can only wish you all 
the best John, and we certainly hope you are able to join us in November. And welcome 
to the Hons! (see my further note under Sick List above) 
 

• Allan Jones (97) – Alan’s mobility and health are compromised somewhat – he is 
confined to a wheelchair. However, he expects to attend a family celebration for his 
97th at Gosford, and to enjoy himself thoroughly on the day. We had a good chat, and 
he mentioned “only 3 years to the big one”. Best wishes Allan. 

****************** 
 
 
 
Do You Remember? 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS    
       
       

Tim BARKER 15th 
 

Bernie MICKLE  3rd 
Peter BIRCH 9th 

 
Kim MOGAN 15th 

Shirley CASBOULT 18th 
 

Alex MORGAN 6th 
Geoff COWAN 20th 

 
Mark NIGHTINGALE 28th 

Gary CULMER 22nd 
 

Lindsay NORTON 20th 
Danny DE VERE 25th  Violet PELOE 24th 
Ken DIGHTON 23rd 

 
Noel PRATT 17th 

Eddie FIDDOCK 8th 
 

Brian RAWLE 23rd 
David HARRIS 27th 

 
Sharyn SERGEANT 3rd 

Jan HAWKINS 25th 
 

Robert STREMPEL 6th 
Paul JEPSON 10th  John SYPOTT 3rd 
Robyn JURD 14th 

 
Joe VAN DAM 17th 

Paul MAWRUK 1st 
 

(Andrew) Peter WILSON 22nd 
Jim McVEIGH 2nd 

 
Geoff WRIGHT 20th 

Peter MEERS 29th  Robert ZIEMS 14th 

   
   

 

THE HONS  
   

 
   

 
   

Jim BICKERTON 8th  Lloyd GUTHREY 27th 
Olive BOURKE 27th 

 
Bill (William) HORTON 19th 

Ron BRACKEN 29th 
 

John LEAVER 18th 
Ivan BRIGGS 3rd 

 
Phil MYERS 21st 

Geoffrey COX 6th 
 

Noel RYAN 22nd 
Ray CROMPTON 19th 

 
Bob WILLIAMS 21st 

Alf EVANS 30th 
 

Barry SMITH 21st 
Bruce FOSTER 21st 

   
 

   
   

 
We welcome Bruce Foster as the latest inductee to the venerable title of Hon 
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October Birthdays: 
Birthday wishes were extended to Stuart Kitching by Ken Byatt. 
 
Happy birthday to all Club members who are celebrating a 
birthday in OCTOBER. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
****************** 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Correspondence: 
 

On Tony Thompson: 
 
Kevin Watson writes: 
 
“Having just returned home I learned of the death of Tony Thompson.  I have known and been 
friend of Tony’s for many years, having worked with him in Sydney on two occasions and in 
London in the early 60s.   He was a good mate and good banker and colleague in the 
International Division.   He was king of Chinatown and spent many hours there chucking rice 
around, as Sir Lunch-a-lot. He was a good operator and it is very sad to learn of his passing.   I 
know his widow Gay and feel for her at this sad time. Farewell old mate – you will be missed 
by many. Kevin Watson”. 
 
Paul Jacka writes: 
“I spoke to Thommo 10 days ago and he was struggling. A legend and I enjoyed his company 
on many occasions whilst Manager George and Liverpool Streets. May you rest in peace, 
Tony. Paul Jacka.” 
 
Ron Miller writes: 
“I am so very sad to hear this. I worked with Tony early in my career at 7 Macquarie Place and 
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we kept up the association over many years. A great bloke with a wonderful sense of humour 
and loved and respected by his clients and friends and all who knew him in ANZ. All being 
well I will be at the funeral. Regards, Ron.” 
 
Ian Jarratt writes: 
“So sad to hear the news, only spoke to Tony a week or 2 back and while he was struggling 
was still positive. We were planning to have lunch with Graham Kenney and Con Lucas when 
he felt stronger. We worked together at Macquarie Place. Ian Jarratt.” 
 
Karl Mizens writes: 
“Sorry to hear this very sad news. Had dealings with Tony through  the international stream. 
A good man and a real character and it was never boring when in his company. His vibrant 
and positive personality will be sorely missed in Bank gatherings. Karl Mizens.” 

****************** 

On Geoff Lydiard: 

 
Geoff’s sister-in-law, Josie writes: 
“I am writing this letter on behalf of Geoff’s wife Norma.  I am Norma’s sister Josie and I have 
just found this article in your newsletter, would you believe, on Geoff’s birthday.  Until Norma 
finds her new home here in Queensland she is staying with me and Geoff resides in my lounge 
room, so no doubt he had some involvement in guiding me to your site, especially as at this 
time of night I would normally be asleep.  
Good old Geoff,  making sure Norma see’s  the  heart- warming  tributes that are  providing 
some comfort for her.  It could also be that he is showing off a bit too!  I had never heard him 
blow his own trumpet when he was alive so perhaps he is taking this opportunity.  If so,  good 
on him.  We miss the emails we exchanged  over the years, so varied, humorous and also 
informative and the racing tips that went  back and forth with my husband on Saturdays.  When 
my sister was too ill to send our  birthday card  Geoff could always be counted on to make 
sure we received it on time. He was a highly valued member of our family. 
 
Some of you may know that Norma is not terribly “Tech savvy” and also  not in good health so 
I am conveying her thanks to all his former colleagues who took the time to express their 
sorrow at Geoff’s passing. We have read with interest the endearing  reminiscences and kind 
words from all who contributed to the article and it seems Geoff was held in very high esteem. 
 
Once again a heart-felt “thank you”  from Norma.”  

Editor Note: Before we say our last goodbye to our dear friend Geoff Lydiard we include in 
this edition of our Newsletter a small sample of that dry-as-dust humor and wit that Geoff 
possessed. Attached as an addendum is a “form sheet” which Geoff had authored. Our 
sincere thank you to our brother, Brian White, for mining his personal archive to unearth this 
nugget. Thank you also for the other runners in this race who know and appreciate the spirit 
in which the piece was written. In the day, you would argue with Geoff for having left you off 
his list! 

Vale, Geoff Lydiard. A friend to us all. 
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****************** 
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Spencer Myers turns 80! 

Dean Myers writes: 

“Hi Sebastian. Spencer had a birthday function in Forbes on Saturday 14th September, 
celebrating with all family and close friends.” 

Spencer and Shirley Myers with all their children. 

 

Left to Right: 

Marc, Todd, Tanya, 
Craig, Spencer, Dean 
(ANZROC member), and 
Shirley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spencer with daughter-in-law 
Robyne Myers (also ex ANZ 
staff). 
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Nostalgia Corner: 

Wonderful photograph and story line received from our member, Keith Anderson. 

“Hi there Sebastian. I have located a photo of the ANZ Staff at Casino NSW in the mid 1955’s. 
It was formerly the old Union Bank, before the merger  with the Bank of Australasia. Richard 
(Dick) Mattress and Myself joined the Bank that year. Dick’s  father was the local Swimming 
Pool Manager,  newly appointed around 1953, when Casino opened its new 55 yard pool. I 
was fortunate enough to catch up and relieve Dick at Albury a couple of times, many years 
later, when he was Assistant Manager. A special cheerio to Dick and his family and I hope all 
are well. Keith Anderson.” 

 

 

Casino Branch circa 1955. 
Pictured from Left to Right 
are Back Row: Vernon 
Smith, Keith J Anderson, 
Harold McDade (manager) 
and William (Bill) Watson 
(accountant). 

Front Row: Richard (Dick 
Mattress (ROC member), 
Carol Crossland and Enid 
Small. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Keith. An impeccable line-up of ANZ staff.  
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SOCIAL AGENDA - INITIATIVES FOR 2020. Angelo 
Briganti – coach captain. 

During 2019 we have enjoyed the gathering of members 
and participation in social initiatives through events such 
as; 

Garden Island Tour, Vivid Sydney Harbour Cruise and the 
Annual Partners Luncheon at Sydney TAFE “The 
Apprentice ” restaurant.  

Each of these events proved to be very enjoyable to those 
members and partners who attended. 

The Nepean Belle Wheel Ferry River Tour was cancelled 
due to insufficient expression of Interest and the logistics 

challenges for our mobility affected members.  

Other suggestions have been made but it needs to be recognised that restrictions such as 
more rigorous physical effort (walking) would preclude many  from being able to attend. 

Deliberations have also focused on aspects of transport to specific remote locations (e.g. 
ANSTO Lucas Heights Nuclear Reactor in 2018), whereby the cost of proper transport would 
be unreasonable and actually require insurance cost add-on. Sydney traffic conditions are also 
now challenging for self- drive where proper efficient Public Transport connections are not 
available to locations of chosen venues. 

Past recent venues have focused on historical and sites of importance, Sydney Town Hall, 
Lithgow Small Arms Factory and River Cruises (Hawksbury) with other remaining suggestions 
being Sydney Mint, Reserve Bank, Aviation and Motor Museums, Old Government House 
Parramatta, Ebenezer Church, Brisbane Waters Ferry and Jewish Museum Darlinghurst 
Road. 

Our most recent Committee deliberations touched on other possible suggestions such as; 
Winery Tours (with an overnight), theatre and other shows, music and fun.   Are there any 
Woolshed venues with Bush Bands left around the place? All these have questions of cost 
levels and values. 

It is desired to “re-group” and obtain a consensus view from all the Membership with 
suggestions and the naming of known and preferred venues. 

In order that a plan for 2020 can be developed/set, your input and suggestions would be most 
welcome and appreciated. Please submit your email to Angelo Briganti  on 
carpi1@bigpond.net.au or  contact personally on Mobile 0411 125 242. 

For our regional members we would also like to suggest that consideration be given to 
organising a parallel program specifically catering for the members within the respective 
regional centres. If it helps local organisers, we can also provide a bulk email service to deliver 
information to members who live within that specific region. Again, please contact Angelo 
Briganti or Graeme Bool to discuss your specific requirements and ideas. 

mailto:carpi1@bigpond.net.au
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Dates For The Diary: 
 
18th November 2019 - Luncheon at the Castlereagh Boutique Hotel 169 Castlereagh St Sydney, 
with arrival after 11.00am. Pre luncheon drinks are available to be enjoyed at the 2nd floor bar area. 
Access to 4th floor is only possible after 12 noon so please drop in to Level 2 and have a chat first! All 
members are welcome. Bookings are not required. It is always an enjoyable day with good food and 
lots of old friends and the occasional surprise visit by those who can’t make the meeting all the time.   
 
30th October. Coffs Harbour Annual Luncheon. Venue: Coffs Harbour Yacht Club,  overlooking the 
magnificent Jetty. Commencing with pre-lunch drinks at 11.30am. Lunch at 1.00pm. Place your lunch 
selection from the menu on arrival and pay for it. Pre-lunch drinks and some wine provided by ANZROC. 
Reply to Bob Primmer on email: bobprimmer6@gmail.com Mobile 0417717885.  
 
 14th November, 2019 The Newcastle Christmas luncheon at Cardiff R.S.L. RSVP to Jim or Cheryl 
by 6th November, 2019 is essential to meet club requirements. There will be a $15.00 charge on the 
day to assist in defraying costs. The train leaves Central at 9:15 AM (Hornsby 9:53 AM) – check your 
local timetables – and will be met at 11:35 AM on arrival at Cardiff Railway Station. Contact Jim or 
Cheryl Richardson 02 4943 8031 or 0419 602 087 Email: jimcher@exemail.com.au 
Come along and enjoy a great day and Newcastle hospitality. 
 
21st November 2019 Far North Christmas Luncheon – To be held at The Cherry Street Sports Club 
Ballina starting at 11:00 am – Please note the change of venue as our usual venue is sadly no more. 
The menu for this function will be similar to what we have enjoyed at previous functions. Further details 
will be provided within the invitations which will be issued by Brian Rawle during October. Inquiries to 
Brian Rawle phone 02 6618 9197 email:    elwarmb@gmail.com   
 
24th November 2019 Illawarra Christmas Luncheon – To be held at St Lucia’s By The Sea Cliff Rd 
Wollongong, commencing say 12:00 for 12:30 pm. A three course meal has been arranged at $55.00 
per head (on an alternate drop basis) with drinks on a consumer pays basis. The meal is subsidised by 
ANZROC (NSW) at approximately $45.00 per ANZROC (NSW) member as is the case with all satellite 
Christmas functions to help ease costs. A deposit has already been paid to secure the site, so bookings 
are essential to Reg Smeaton reg.kini@bigpond.com or 0423 661 789 by 24 October 2019. Sample 
Menu available on request, but it is really good and comprehensive.   
 
27th November 2019 Port Macquarie ANZ Retired Officers Lunch Booking has now been made 
details are.  

Venue:  Port Macquarie Golf Club Ocean Drive Port Macquarie 2444  
Date:        27 November 2019.  
Time:     12 noon for 12.30pm  
Lunch :       3 course meal (When booking please advise of any dietary requirements)  
Cost:           $30 Per Head  
Booking:      O412 218 524 or 6585 7447                      
Email:    marg-gazza@bigpond.com   
R.S.V.P.: 20th  November 2019.  

mailto:bobprimmer6@gmail.com
mailto:jimcher@exemail.com.au
mailto:elwarmb@gmail.com
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5th December 2019 - ANZROC (NSW) Christmas Cocktail Function level 24 (Plum and Cherry 
Room) ANZ Tower 242 Pitt St Sydney commencing at 12:00 mid-day and hosted by our Club Patron 
Maile Carnegie. You will need photo ID to gain access to the building.  
If you wish to attend this function for Club members only please contact Angelo Briganti on  
carpi1@bigpond.net.au We are limited to 120 max and this number is filling fast. If you wish to attend 
please contact via his email now.   
 
7th December 2019 - Luncheon Wagga Wagga RSL at 12:00. Contact Kevin Cameron for details on 
(02) 69224575 or jannette.cameron@bigpond.com  to book or for further details.  
 
 Friday 13th December 2019 - Canberra Christmas Function. Royal Canberra Golf Club  Bentham 
Street (Westbourne Woods) Yarralumba ACT. Cost of $65 per person. Dress Smart Casual. (Note: 
Denim or sneakers not permitted.) for details contact Albert Orszaczky orszo@bigpond.com or Bob 
Dyer  rdyer@bigpond.net.au  
 

****************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:carpi1@bigpond.net.au
mailto:jannette.cameron@bigpond.com
mailto:rdyer@bigpond.net.au
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NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS:   
 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS OF $10:00 for 2020 ARE NOW DUE  
(Honorary members and widows/widowers of former members are exempt).   
 
Our Bank Account details are:- 
 
ANZROC(NSW) 
BSB: 012006  Account #: 008906464 
 

    If you pay via EFT please record your name as reference.  
    If you pay over the counter at a branch please record your telephone number on  
your transaction as the reference, (the system will not recognise your name).   

  
OR:  
  
 
Enclosed please find cheque for $10 for my ANZROC (NSW) 2020 SUBS.  
Name: …………………………………………………………………..   
Address:( if changed recently)…………………………………………………………..   
Email address: (if changed recently)……………………………………………………….  
 
If paying by cheque please mail to: 
Hon Treasurer ANZROC (NSW) 27 Leicester St. Epping NSW 2121   
 
PLEASE TEAR OFF AND MAIL TO TREASURER MIKE, OR PAY BY DIRECT TRANSFER 
OR INTERNET TRANSFER OR AT THE DOOR NEXT LUNCHEON MEETING.  WE NEED 
YOUR SUPPORT!!!!   
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A sincere thank you to all of our contributors this month. The material received is amazing.  
 
This issue marks the start of our member annual subscription payment season. Treasurer 
Mike has been limbering up for months making ready to receipt, reconcile and balance the 
books so we can settle the process with speed and a minimum of effort. We have included 
the payment options in this edition. 
 
 
 

Until next time – we wish all our readers good health and 
happiness. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
In 1988 Westfield Warrawong was redeveloped and ANZ was to move from Cowper 
Street, Warrawong to a new location. The current manager had resigned and the race to 
replace him was on.  
 
The following form and market  was set by Geoff Lydiard to assist senior management in 
the decision making.  
 

WARAWONG GOLD CUP 
  RUNNER              FORM                                         PRICE 
 
1     Russell        winner this race last year.             scratched 
 
2     White             experienced campaigner. from strong stable but 
                                needs strong jockey. expect big show.   6/4 
 
3     Collison     runners from this stable have failed over this trip     
                               previously. needs it shorter                              25/1 
 
4     Prater         runner up this race last year and has good claims 
                              again after being beaten only a short half head  
                              with similar preparation. will prove difficult to  
                              beat if  jockey can force  him into barrier.                    7/4 
 
5    Cochrane    getting on in years now but has the experience 
                                to test this lot.                                        5/1 
 
6    Preston        provincial form sound and has been a little unlucky 
                                with previous protests. keep in mind for trifecta 
                               should be near leader all the way.                                         4/1 
 
7    Allerton       rank outsider and is still a maiden. connections advise  
                                that tongue tie is only change of gear for this trip.  
   has shown little promise in previous starts.      150/1 
 
8    Hinson         changed stables awhile back and extra training  
   does appear not to have worked. could be  
                                 proposition for Canberra knackery.                                       15/1 
 
9    Hiscox             first time this distance after failing in higher stakes 
   race prior to spell. handicappers favorite will  
   need gelding if he can’t run distance.                   4/1 
 
Postscript:    the favorite won   
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