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ANZ BANKING GROUP RETIRED OFFICERS’ 

CLUB (N.S.W.) 
ABN 19 337 817 538 

 

Welcome to our May 2019 NEWSLETTER 

Secretary’s Report 20 May 2019 

Today’s gathering attracted 43 members and President Phil Cohen welcomed all. Included in 
the welcome were the following members not seen for a while: Bob Janson, Bob L’Brocq, 
Clive Neutze, and Wilhelmina Smith. 
  
Phil’s welcome was followed by the Loyal Toast to the Queen and the People of Australia. 
    
Apologies: Ken Byatt, Bill Chapman, Alf Evans, John Freedman, Pam Griffiths, Alistair 

Johnston, Alf McDermott, Phil Newsome and Josh Turnbull. 

****************** 

 

Bereavements: 

 Anne Pereira advises of May Davies: 

“May's daughter has advised me that May died and was buried last 
week.  I do not know many details about May other than she was the 
wife of Ken (Deceased 12.4.11). I will remember her as a lady.  She was 
always polite, happy, pleasant, grateful for our friendship and enjoyed 
our functions. May she rest in peace.”  

May’s daughter Bronwyn Mangan also advised Ken Dighton of May’s passing as 
follows:  
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 “Sad news. My mother Mrs Mavis (May) Davies passed away last week, 
 peacefully & gracefully at home with her family. Many thanks for all the 
 years  that the club's newsletter came to Mum, giving her much reading 
 pleasure. May you and all your club members have a happy & healthy 

 future. With  kind regards”. 
 

****************** 

Judith Hyndes, the wife of Aub Hyndes, our Hon Life Member from Green Point, 
passed away on 11th May, 2019. Judy’s funeral was held at the Greenway Memorial 
Gardens Chapel, Green Point on Tuesday 21st May 2019. 

***************** 

Ken Dighton advised re Karl Warren 

  “I received an email from Sheila Warren to say that Karl passed away at 

 Bundaberg Hospital on 7/5. His health had deteriorated quickly over the 

 past two weeks. I communicated with Sheila in December for Karl’s 

 birthday and she said he had recently (at that time) spent some time in 

 hospital but they were expecting an improvement in his health in the  

 New  Year. Sadly it appears this didn’t happen and I’m assuming his 

 heart was  the  problem (he suffered from AF). He will be privately 

 cremated.”  

RIP Karl. 

A period of silence was observed in their memory. 

 

“I wrote your name in the sand, 

but the waves washed it away. 

I wrote your name in the sky, 

but the wind blew it away. 

So I wrote your name in my heart, 

and that’s where it will stay, always” 

 

****************** 
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New Member: A very warm welcome to Ben Coutman of Glendale NSW who will be 
a regular attendee at our Newcastle functions. Welcome aboard, Ben. 
 
 

****************** 
 

 
 
 
Notice of Proposed Constitutional Change: 
 

One months notice was given on 15th April, 2019 that now requires a vote of 
those present. This would be effective from 1 January 2020, as subscriptions 
for 2019 have been finalised. This is an additional option to what is currently a 
$10.00 subscription paid annually. 

               C             On payment of a lump sum of $100 or any other amount deemed 

appropriate by the Committee and duly promulgated, a member shall be afforded 

Perpetual Membership and no further subscriptions would be required. The member 

would be designated as PM (Perpetual Member) on the Membership Register to 

facilitate identification.  

The proposal was rejected by a large majority after some discussion. 

 

****************** 
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Golf Tips:  

• A ball you can see in the rough from 50 yards away is not yours. 
• If there is a ball in the fringe and a ball in the bunker, your ball is the one in the 

bunker. 
• If both balls are in the bunker, yours is in the footprint. 

****************** 

 

Treasurers Report: Mike Cunneen reported a sound financial position. 

 
****************** 
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Ken Dighton – Welfare Officer 

  

Report for May 2019: 

 

 

Sick List:   

• Ken Keen -  Ken spent 5 weeks in SAH, then Mt Wilga, but he is at home now. He said 
he is essentially housebound but feels his health is improving. Best wishes for a full 
recovery Ken.  

 

• Terry  Auld – Terry has had radiation treatment for skin cancer. Nice to see him at lunch 
today and he is clearly on the road to recovery. 

 

• Helen Mazar and Phil Newsome – I spoke with Phil who has recently undergone surgery 
for a hernia. His recovery hasn’t been without issues, and the whole process has meant 
that he now has to go to the renal clinic 3 days a week for his dialysis rather than at 
home. Helen has commenced her radiation regimen and she has 12 treatments 
remaining. We wish you both all the best for your treatments and recoveries. Special 
thanks go to Secretary Reg for his assistance to Helen and Phil during these past few 
weeks. 

 

• John Richardson – John is receiving radiation treatment for skin cancers at the moment. 
 

• Tony Carter – Tony is another one on the radiation treatment regimen for skin cancers. 
He was at lunch today and he said he is progressing well. 

 

• Barry Gibson – Barry is bracing himself for radiation on a tumour after having spent a 
good part of the year so far having medical treatment of one sort or another. Best wishes 
Gibbo for a successful procedure, and a quick recovery. 

 

• Noel Chie – Noel missed last month’s lunch (not a usual occurrence) because he spent a 
few days in hospital. He is back on deck now, and it was good to see him back in his 
seat at the table today. 

 

• Peter Jones – Peter is not a ROC member and he currently lives in Tasmania. He was 
formerly at the ANZ Training Centre in Sydney, and there will no doubt be people here in 
NSW who remember him. I’m told he is not in the best of health at the moment, so we 
send him our best wishes. 

 
I made contact with the following people who enjoy the esteemed title of Honorary Member 
to check up on them in their birthday month and to extend happy birthday wishes: 
 

• Betty Gemmell (102) – Life is not easy for Betty (particularly on the mobility front) but she 
continues to battle on without complaint. Best wishes Betty. 
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• Frank Blinman (88) – I left two phone messages for Frank but unfortunately I haven’t 
been able to speak with him. We hope you’re well Frank and we trust you had a very 
happy birthday. 

 

• Barry Hennessy (85) – Barry told me he “has been better” – at the moment he has “a 
shoulder worse than Cooper Cronk’s!”, and he is having heart tests. However, he is 
keeping busy with some gardening at home, and dancing twice a week. And of course 
his interest in race meetings never diminishes. 

 

• Ian Hiscock (89) – Ian remains in an aged care facility, but his wife Joan said he doing 
alright despite being immobile. Because the nursing home is nearby Joan is able to walk 
to visit Ian very regularly, and she will most certainly pass-on our best wishes for his 
forthcoming birthday. 

 

• Betty Brown (80) – From all accounts Betty had a ball leading into and after her birthday 
(including a nice family lunch and a short break at Cronulla with Geoff). She said she is 
fit and well, and she will probably grace us with her presence at the May lunch meeting 
(she did and she was as happy as ever). 

 

• Morrie Miles (88) – Because of an issue with his balance Morrie has had to retire from 
bowls. However, he takes a daily walk along the Nambucca River boardwalk (about 3km) 
to keep his joints supple, and he thoroughly enjoys it. Keep it up Morrie, and have a 
happy day on the 27th. 

 

• Carl Owens (87) – Carl is “pretty well” and seems to be loving life. He and Shirley (who 
cracks the whip) still live in the family home, and Carl just loves mowing the lawn!! 

 

• Terry Stapleton (89) – Terry is an apology for our meeting today (20th May) because he 
has a medical appointment. He extended his best wishes to all. We hope your medical 
appointment has a good outcome Terry and we look forward to your joining us at a 
meeting soon. 

 

• Dick Walkom (88) – I was unable to make contact with Dick (he is in aged care at 
present). We hope you had a nice birthday celebration on 18 th Dick and best wishes for 
the year ahead. 

 

• Ken White (86) – Ken has been in the wars a bit. He has been battling a severe lower 
back problem, gall stones, and radiation for skin cancers (another one!). Despite all this 
he can still have a laugh, and he made his usual birthday pilgrimage down to Bright in 
Victoria. Keep smiling Ken. 

 

• Dan Pawson (87) – I sent Dan an email wishing him a happy birthday, but as yet I 
haven’t had a reply. We hope you’re well Dan, and trust you celebrated in good style. 

 

• Noel Cook (84) – We saw Noel and wife Betty at the recent Newcastle ROC lunch and 
they both appeared to be in fine fettle. They still have an appetite for ocean cruising, 
having completed north of 50 now.  

 

• Brian Shepheard (82) – Brian said he is still dealing with the after-effects of his stroke 
some time ago but is getting on with life in a positive way. His daughter Kim has moved 
up from Canberra to be with him and they travelled to Cabarita Beach for a dual 
celebration with Brian’s son who turned 50. Well done Brian, keep it up. 

 

• Ron Freeman (83) – Ron is “not doing too much” at the moment, but he is still enjoying a 
regular game of bowls. He recently finished as a Driver Reviver volunteer after 25 years 
on the job. He said he had just returned from an enjoyable trip to Sydney for his 
grandson’s wedding.  
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• John Le Gras (83) – John is gearing-up for a health check soon, but he said he is feeling 
pretty good. He keeps active with involvement in the local RSL sub-branch committee 
and meals-on-wheels (20+ years). John said he has fond memories of his bank service 
particularly in the Pacific area. He also mentioned that his wife Judy previously worked in 
ANZ Travel. 

 

• Peter Maber (83) – Peter is a regular at our ROC functions (the latest being the 
Newcastle mid-term lunch) and he seems to be travelling well. Happy birthday for the 
30th Peter. 

 

• Peter Douglass (83) – Another regular at our social gatherings (and at lunch today) and 
he too looks to be in his prime. Best wishes for 26th Peter and the year ahead. 

 

• Ron Hargrave (81) – We caught up with Ron at the Newcastle lunch earlier this month 
and he gave a very good impression of someone enjoying life. Good to see you in the 
pink Ron and many happy returns for next Wednesday. 

 

• Col Jefferies (82) – Col said he had a “good time celebration” for his 82nd. He is well and 
he hopes to join us for the May lunch meeting or sometime soon. 

 

• Mal Matthew (81) – I left a couple of phone messages for Mal but unfortunately I haven’t 
been able to speak with him. We hope you’re well Mal and we trust you had a very 
happy birthday on the 16th. 

 

• Geoff Gill (81) – Geoffrey continues to keep himself quite busy as the business manager 
for his local parish church. He enjoys good health and he seems to be very happy with 
his lot. We reminisced a bit about our time (many years ago) together at Crown and 
Keira Sts Wollongong branch. 

 

• Alasdair Steel (81) – Alasdair was expecting to celebrate his birthday with family at a 
nice Japanese restaurant. Good work if you can get it Alasdair. He is “fairly fit” but will 
have to contend with surgery for eye cataracts soon. And it was nice to catch-up with him 
at lunch today. 

 

• Neville McKinnon (80) – I emailed Neville to wish him a happy birthday but as yet I 
haven’t had a reply.  

 
Finally, I spoke with Alison Sandow (widow of our former chief here in NSW, Max 
Sandow) who celebrated her 100th birthday a few days ago. She thanked the ROC for 
the good wishes we extended and the flowers we sent her. She said she was 
overwhelmed by the generous comments and warm wishes she received from all 
quarters. Well Alison, it is a grand achievement and quite deserving of some 
congratulations. Alison asked me to pass-on happy birthday wishes to Betty Gemmell 
who chalked-up 102 years this month. Two wonderful ladies. 
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Birthday Wishes: 
 
Birthday wishes were extended by Angelo Briganti to Bob L’Brocq, Peter Douglass, Phil 
Minett, Ann Morgan, Clive Neutze, Alan Single, Wilhelmina Smith, Alasdair Steel and 
Sebastian Zammit. 
 

 
 

 
June Birthdays 

Scott ABRAHAM 29th  Michelle McCLURE 3rd 

Ian ADAMS 2nd  Neil MERRICK 21st 

Stuart BROOKE 14th  John MORSCHEL 18th 

Brian BURGESS 8th  Doug MOSS 9th 

John CHASE 6th  Ken MURRAY 15th 

Jeff COX 28th  

Mal 
(Malcolm) 

NEWMAN 30th 

Russell CROZIER 10th  Bob PALMER 19th 

Kerry GILBERT 8th  Terry PATTON 15th 

Terry GILCHRIST 19th  Greg PIDCOCK 22nd 

John GRAY 6th  Kevin PRICE 30th 

Graeme HEWETT 20th  John PUNCH 16th 

Ron HINSON 10th  Warren RIEDEL 20th 

Tony HUNT 27th  Geoff TAYLOR 23rd 

Tony KNIGHT 5th  Howard TEMPEST 23rd 

Anthony LEWIS 14th  Angela VALLENDER 15th 

Robyn L'HUILLIER 30th  Vicki  WILKINSON 16th 

Craig MARTIN 10th     
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The “HONS” 
Keith ANDERSON 19th  Bob GARRETT 3rd 

Colin (Col) BARTRIM 23rd  Denis LICKLEY 19th 

Peter BRADFORD 10th  Alf McDERMOTT 17th 

John CAIRNS 6th  Jim PEARSON 23rd 

Ivan DEBELAK 24th  Kevin WATSON 1st 

John FREEDMAN 25th     

       

 There are no new inductees this month to the "Hons"  
 

 
Speaking of Birthdays, pictured below is our very own Betty Gemmell with friends 
celebrating her 102nd Birthday. 
 
 

 
 

 

Family and friends gather including 
Alex and Ann Morgan   

Betty cuts another cake! Well  done  
Betty you are a marvel!  
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Nostalgia Corner: 

 

 

Thank you to Clieve Lennon for 

sending us this fabulous photograph.  

 

Clieve writes: 

 

“We were all single at the time and I 

convinced Noelene to come to the 

Bank Ball”. 

From left: Noelene, Clieve, Ray Mooney et al whose names’ Clieve cannot 

recall. 

Comments from Clieve Lennon arising from last months Newsletter: 

 “I never worked with John Sargent, but knocked around with him in the CYO 

 at Punchbowl in the early fifties when I was boarding with my Auntie in Frank 

 Street.  

 Russelll Betts was a great mate of Allan Parmenter. They were both 

 characters and fancied the odd bet.  

 Great photo of a youthful Ian Jarratt. 

 John Leaver was on Savings Bank in my early days in DO. He had a difficult 

 task as limited funds were available for housing loans in those days”.  

 Ray Mooney: I worked with Ray in the later fifties. I think he was the General 

 Clerk. Reno Mariani was on Ledgers, I came off the Counter to Advance 

 Clerk.  I also had time at Auburn Branch with Ray and Reno Mariani. 

 Boxed on with Keith Johnson in the Bills Department at SP & H) in the early 

 fifties and again in DO in the mid-sixties. Had a beer with him in North Haven 

 in retirement.” 

****************** 
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Correspondence: 

Ivan Briggs wrote to Treasurer Mike Cunneen and of a partial extract follows: 

 “I am still alive and wondering when I can relax and rest, I am always on the 

 go, I bowl every morning at 5:00 am with four or five other bowlers and we 

 play competition with bowlers from other retirees on the Gold Coast. My 

 health is good and being active is probably helpful. I find it very difficult to look 

 after my garden and do housework as well. Maybe I will get outside help 

 soon.  

 Charles Ross (also a member) came down from Brisbane for the day. I had 

 not seen him since my dear wife passed away in 2017. It was good to see 

 him. 

 The Club reports are very interesting and I do remember a lot of the names 

 and it is helpful for the Club to keep us up to date. 

 My best wishes to you and everybody in our Club.” 

 

Thank you Ivan and you are the envy of many for your relentless activity, 

mobility and bowling capacity. Thank you also for your donation of $50.00 

made despite your “Honorary” status which exempts you from subs!  

 

****************** 

 

Of Karl Warren: 

 

Steve Cunneen wrote:  

 “Sheila worked with me in ledgers at King and George Streets and then I worked with 

 Karl in Exports Department afterwards. It was a pleasure to work with both of them. 

 Sad to hear of Karl's passing. Please pass on my thoughts to Sheila. A beautiful and 

 delightful lady”. Steve Cunneen. 

 
Ian Adams writes: 
 “Sad to hear of Karl’s passing – had some memories of him in the old days. He was 
 2IC in the Bill dept. at King & George before Bob O’Brien.” 

 
Ken Byatt writes: 

  “Sure is sad to record the passing of another of our colleagues. I was at S(P & H) in 

 the mid-1970s when Karl was the Manager of the Bill Department. One morning he 

 came in "spitting chips". He was very proud of his vegetable garden, particularly his 

 cabbages. However, when he got home the previous afternoon, all he found was a 
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 row of stalks. The next door neighbour's goat had got in and devoured the lot! Did not 

 hear if anything happened to the goat. Karl was a wonderful, and helpful guy to work 

 with, particularly if one was from the Advances department with limited knowledge of 

 international dealings. Never a problem to him to help you. Sorely missed.” 

 

John Brogan writes: 

  ”Worked with Karl in the ES&A Overseas Dept for some time in the late fifties Sheila 

 was in the Ledgers Dept and  was a good singer and dancer from memory at the 

 Xmas parties. Both well liked'. Later, after I transferred out, I learnt they become a 

 couple and Karl I think left to buy a Fruit shop. Good memories of them both RIP 

 Karl.”  

****************** 

Of Judith Hyndes:  

 

Charles Ross writes: 

 “I was working with Aub at Esanda when he and Judy married. Quite a while ago 

 now. A great Chap and my sincere sympathy goes out to Aub at this sad time.” 

 

 
****************** 

 
 

 
 
 
More Golf Tips: 

• No matter how bad you are playing, it is always possible to play worse. 
• Never keep more than 300 separate thoughts in your mind during your swing. 
• When your shot has to carry over a water hazard, you can either hit one 

more club or two more balls. 
• Golfer’s who claim they don’t cheat, also lie. 
• If you’re afraid a full shot might reach the green while the foursome ahead 

of you is still putting out, you have two options: you can immediately shank 
lay-up, or you can wait until the green is clear and top a ball halfway there. 

• The less skilled the player, the more likely he is to share his ideas about the golf swing. 
• If it isn’t  broke try changing your grip. 
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Social Notes: 
 
April Luncheon worthy of mention. 
 

 
 

A couple of rare and very welcome visitors to our April luncheon, Barry Bailey and William 
Chang, with Bill Patrick and Paul Mawruk who are more regular attendees. The stories of old 
abounded, with many old International/Bill Office names getting an honourable or 
dishonourable mention.  
 

Pending Social Events: 

 

Vivid Sydney Cocktail Cruise 
28th May 2019 

 

Departure point is from the Opera House Man O War Steps Wharf at 5:30 PM. 
  
Bookings Closed. 
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Dates for the Diary 

17th June 2019 Luncheon at the Castlereagh Boutique Hotel 169 Castlereagh St 

Sydney, with arrival after 11.00am. Pre luncheon drinks are available to be enjoyed at the 

2nd floor bar area. Access to 4th floor is only possible after 12 noon, so please drop in to 

Level 2 and have a chat first! All members are welcome. Bookings are not required; it is 

always an enjoyable day with good food and lots of old friends and the occasional surprise 

visit by those who can’t make the meeting all the time.  

26th June 2019 Mid North Coast Luncheon - The Tacking Point Tavern Emerald & Ocean 

Drives, Port Macquarie, 11.45 for 12.30. Order lunch at your own request (This time we are 

not having a set menu). RSVP 19 June 2019 to Garry & Margaret Heiron 0412 218 524 

Email marg-gazza@bigpond.com  

10th August 2019 Luncheon Wagga Wagga RSL at 12:00. Contact Kevin Cameron for 

details on 02 6922 4575 or janette.cameron@bigpond.com.au to book or for further details. 

4th September 2019 Partners Lunch at TAFE Ultimo – further details to be confirmed when 

to hand. Suffice to say at this stage it is a good day always with a very professionally 

presented three course meal, good company and a very pleasant venue. 

14th November 2019 Luncheon at Cardiff RSL - Inquiries to Jim or Cheryl Richardson on 

02 4943 8031 or 0419 602 087 Email:  jimcher@exemail.com.au Further details closer to the 

event re pricing and train timetables etc. 

21st November 2019 Far North Christmas Luncheon – To be held at the Canal Road 

Bowls Club starting at 11:00 am - Inquiries to Brian Rawle phone 02 6618 9197 email  

elwarmb@ gmail.com 

24th November 2019 Illawarra Christmas Luncheon – To be held at St Lucia’s By the Sea 

Cliff Rd Wollongong, commencing say 12:00 for 12:30 pm. A three course meal has been 

arranged at $55.00 per head (on an alternate drop basis) with drinks on a consumer pays 

basis. The meal is subsidised by ANZROC (NSW) at approximately $35.00 per ANZROC 

(NSW) member as is the case with all satellite Christmas functions to help ease costs. A 

deposit has already been paid to secure the site, so bookings are essential to Reg Smeaton 

(see masthead for contact details) by 24 October 2019. Sample Menu available on request, 

but it is really good and comprehensive. Members and partners welcome! 

5th December 2019 ANZROC (NSW) Christmas Cocktail Function level 24 (Plum and 

Cherry Room) ANZ Tower 242 Pitt St Sydney commencing at 12:00 mid-day and hosted by 

our Club Patron Maile Carnegie. You will need photo Id to gain access to the building. 

7th December 2019 Luncheon Wagga Wagga RSL at 12:00. Contact Kevin Cameron for 

details on 02 6922 4575 or janette.cameron@bigpond.com.au to book or for further details. 

 

mailto:marg-gazza@bigpond.com
mailto:janette.cameron@bigpond.com.au
mailto:jimcher@exemail.com.au
mailto:janette.cameron@bigpond.com.au
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Events In the Pipeline: 

Our Minister for Good Times is working on a one further tentative event for the year 

and details will be advised if or when it has been confirmed.  

Nepean Belle Cruise      October 

 

Until next month – good health and happiness to all. 

 


