
1 

 

RETIRED OFFICERS CLUB (NSW) 
 

 

   PRESIDENT 

  Phil. Newsome 
  2 Glenview St., 

  Dapto,  2530 

4262 5047 

hmazar@ 

    optusnet.com.au 

 

SECRETARY 

Reg. Smeaton 
48 McKenzie Ave. 

Wollongong 2500 

4228 6951 

reg.kini@ 

bigpond.com 

 

TREASURER 

Mike Cunneen 
P.O. Box 2269, 

Carlingford Court 

2118 

9876 6969 

mikecunneen@ 

optusnet.com.au 

 

EDITOR 

Alex Morgan 
PO Box 751 

Narrabeen 2101 

9970 8668 

0418 265108 

aamorgan8@ 

gmail.com 

 

WELFARE OFFICER 

Ken Dighton 
PO Box 16 

New Lambton 2305 

0423 104 389 

kendighton

@ bigpond. 

com 

 

     Welcome to our May 2015 NEWSLETTER  
anzroc.blogspot.com.au   

 

SECRETARYS’ REPORT 
 

Today’s gathering attracted 57 members and President Phil welcomed all, included in the welcome 
were the following members not seen for a while, Albert Orszaczsky, Noel Bowmer, Alan Single, Ken 
Johnston, Lloyd Guthrey 
Phil’s welcome was followed by the Loyal Toast.  
Apologies: Terry Auld, Allen Burridge, Bill Chapman, Phil Cohen, Betty Gemmell, Paul Jepson, Phil 
Minett, Terry Stapleton, Ian Tredinnick, Brian White, and David Wright …and Noel Bottrell (o/s in US) 
 
BEREAVEMENTS 
 

Tad Milczarek of Harrington Park, aged 67, passed away 24th April 2015 after a battle with cancer.  
 
Tony Moles of Carlingford who passed away 10th May 2015 after a long illness. Tony had a private 
funeral on 18th May 2015. 
 
A period of silence was observed in their memory. 
 
TREASURERS REPORT 
 

Treasurer Mike reported on last months’ income and expenditure, and confirmed that we are in a 
sound financial position.  
            
BIRTHDAY WISHES 
 

Birthday wishes were extended by VP Graeme Bool to attendees:  
Betty Brown,  Peter Maber, Ann Morgan, Clive Neutze, Phil Newsome, Alasdair Steel, Barry 
Hennessy, Alan Single and Peter Douglass.  
       
HONOURING A TIRELESS WORKER 
 

David Wright was nominated last month for Honorary Life Membership. In accordance with our Club 
constitution, at todays’ meeting the Nomination was put to a vote and David was unanimously voted 
in as an Honorary Life Member. Congratulations Mr. Wright, this is very much deserved after 
countless years as a very active and committed Club member. 

 
         ************************************** 
 

I know I am going bald, because it is taking longer and longer to wash my face! 

 

     !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

http://anzroc.blogspot.com.au/
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MAY 2015 WELFARE REPORT: 

 
Ken Dighton – Welfare Officer         (KD’s contact details are on the Newsletter Masthead.) 

    

Sick List:   
 
• Peter Dufty – he spent a month in hospital recently and is still incapacitated (forced to 
miss ANZAC Day activities unfortunately). He now has a physio/exercise regime to follow, 
but recovery will be slow. Best wishes Peter. 
• Ken Johnston – went back to hospital for some “fine tuning” but home again and 
improving. Great to see Ken at lunch (and Dorothy before her shopping expedition) today. 
• Terry Auld – he earlier had a skin cancer removed from his chest but is having further 
surgery today (hence absence from meeting) to get the free tissue clearances right and for a 
skin graft. 
I made contact with the following people who enjoy the esteemed title of Honorary Member 
to check up on them in their birthday month and to extend happy birthday wishes: 
• Betty Gemmell  (98) – she says she is “plodding along”. Unfortunately restricted 
mobility prevents her from coming to our meetings. Betty had a relaxed and delightful 
birthday which included a visit from Trangie by her brother Peter, and Ann and Alex Morgan. 
And once again, Betty has succeeded in retaining her unrestricted driver licence. 
• Joan Storch (80) – she is well and enjoying life and some community work.  
• Frank Blinman (84) – last year, and the year before, when I phoned to speak with 
Frank he wasn’t at home. Same again this year! Wife Betty said he was out and about and 
going along quite well. I hope to get to talk to Frank one day! 
• Ian Fraser (90) – Ian is well, but he relies on scooter power to do the shopping and get 
about. Still involved in community activities. He celebrated his milestone birthday with 
family. Ian mentioned that he took over the management of Hurstville branch from our 
recently departed oldest member Jack Thoroughgood, and he remembers well the day Jack 
finished-up (retired). On that day, Jack very happily discarded his jacket and took off in his 
car and caravan for a holiday with his wife. 
• Ian Hiscock (85) – still struggling with his ulcerated foot, and the problem has been 
compounded by a recent knee injury. This all means that Ian unfortunately has difficulty 
getting out. Best wishes Ian. 
• Barry Hennessy (81) – good to see Barry at lunch today – looking in fine fettle. 
• Colin Malone (85) – following his heart issues last year he developed a nerve problem 
in his leg. This is affecting his mobility somewhat.  
• Morrie Miles (84) – he has recently received good reports from his medicos in respect 
of his heart, lungs and prostate. Still enjoying his bowls, and still involved as treasurer for a 
couple of local organisations. Keep up the good work Morrie! 
• Carl Owens (83) – normally he and wife Shirley would be relaxing at North Haven at 
this time of year. Unfortunately he has had to consult a specialist which has put his holiday 
plans temporarily on hold. He expects to be back at North Haven sooner rather than later. 
• Terry Stapleton (85) – Terry is well, but he won’t be able to get to our May meeting. He 
hopes to join us in June.  
• Dick Walkom (84) – I spoke with Dick at the Newcastle ROC lunch a few days ago. He 
looks fit and happy. 
• Ken White (82) – celebrated his birthday at Bright (Vic) again this year. Feeling fit and 
well – he’s still playing table tennis regularly – but he was recently diagnosed with AF which 
fortunately is well under control with medication. I also spoke with Ken’s wife Shirley (nee 
Anderson) who worked at S(M&G). 
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The KD Report ….contd. 
 
• Dan Pawson (83) – I sent an email to Dan (at home in NZ) to wish him a happy 
birthday, and all the best for the year ahead.  
• Noel Cook (80) – keeping well and enjoying life, with a bit of sailing and some travel. 
 
Further to last month’s report I received a phone call from Aub Walker. He is well and 
enjoying life in his south-side retirement village. 
 
         bestwishesbestwishesbestwishes 

 

My neighbour knocked on my door at 2:30 am this morning, can you believe that, 2:30 
am?!     Luckily I was still up and playing my drums…………….. 
 
            hahahahahahahahahaha 

 

SOCIAL NOTES: 
 
The Newcastle Chapter luncheon was held on 14th May 2015 and attracted 39 starters. A 
good day was had by all with the usual chatter and tall stories of past events. The day was a 
reminder of the late "Doc" Wilson in many ways and was made more poignant with the 
passing out of photographs taken by Alf McDermott from previous functions of which 
several depicted Doc Wilson enjoying himself with his former colleagues.  
 
Ron Welsh OAM welcomed all present, and apologies were tendered by Jim Richardson for 
absentees. Phil Newsome extended his gratitude to Ron, Jim and Cheryl for their efforts in 
locating a new and in his opinion -and the opinion of others present- a better venue for the 
function, and for their work generally in furthering the Club's activities for the 
Hunter/Newcastle membership. The function was well attended by many from Sydney and 
the Central Coast, and as always Jim Corrigan from the Southern Highlands, most of these 
visitors availed of the hosts’ hospitality in collecting them from and returning them to the 
railway station where necessary. 
 
Have a look at our Blog Site for photos!!!! 
 
WHAT’S HAPPENING: 
 
June 13th. 
Our Wagga Wagga Chapter is having a Luncheon on 13th June 2015 to be held at Wagga 
Wagga RSL Club commencing 12:00 mid day.   Kevin Cameron mentions that any member 
who would like to journey down would be very welcome.  
Rumour has it that a smallish contingent is travelling down from Sydney to relive those old  
Wagga days!!! 
               ********************       
Monday June 15th. 
       
Our Monthly luncheon is happening at the CTA Martin Place  on Monday the 15th June, 
commencing at 11:45. 
 
            yumyumyumyumsipsipsip 

                
My friend just hired an Eastern European cleaner, took her 15 hours to hoover the house.                
Turns out she was a Slovak.   
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July 12th (Sunday) “The Cockatoo Run” 
 
Ann Morgan our Minister for Good Times has arranged a heritage train adventure via the 
Illawarra Escarpment to Robertson in the Southern Highlands, and there are a few seats still 
up for grabs. 
Depart Central 12th July 2015 at 9:06 am with stops at Hurstville at 9.28, Sutherland at 9.45, 
Thirroul at 10.88, Wollongong 10. 50 and Unanderra at 11.08am. We return home from 
Robertson at 3.24pm. 
Heavily discounted return Train fare ex Sydney is $45.00 per head and ex Wollongong 
$30.00 per head.  
Tickets have to be paid for two weeks prior, so Ann will attend to that, and will collect your 
cash during the Journey.  
Lunch is on offer at the Robertson Inn, (robertsoninn.com.au/menu ) where we can chose 
between Traditional Pub favourites (around $17 -$20) or from an a la carte menu. The Chef is 
reputed to be excellent!!! Seating has been reserved for us at the Inn. 
Please phone or email Ann on 9970 8668 or aamorgan@bigpond.net.au for more details, or 
to book your spot. 
(I am reliably informed that b y o liquid refreshments are permitted on the Train – Ed) 
 
       choooochooochooochooootoot toot  

17th July 2015 
 
Our Canberra Chapter are holding their mid year dinner at the Austrian Club in Mawson ACT 
on 17th July 2015. Contact Albert Orszaczky on 02  6231 6198 or orszo@bigpond.com or 
Bob Dyer on 02 6231 2371 or bob@coolcountryhats.com.au  
 
        

1st September 2015 
 
Patron’s Luncheon at 242 Pitt Street Sydney hosted by our patron the Hon. Warwick Smith 
 
21st September 2015 
 
Will hopefully be our Partners and Friends Annual Lunch at The Apprentice Restaurant 
Broadway. 
 
7th December 2015 
 
Christmas Cocktail Party to wind up a very busy year at 242 Pitt Street Sydney. 
 
IN THE PIPELINE: 
 
Following the success of the S(M&G) reunion, it is proposed to arrange a S(P&H) reunion in 
October. Heather Riach, Denis Lickley and Barry Smith (that will teach you to miss a 
luncheon Barry) are to co-ordinate the arrangements, so watch this space, and anyone that 
wants to help or spread the word should contact one of the co-ordinators with their input. 
Contact details can be obtained from the Secretary (see header). 
 
    hahahahahahahahahahah 
 

“ I don't make jokes. I just watch the government and report the facts.”            Will  Rogers. 
 

mailto:aamorgan@bigpond.net.au
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    ********************************* 

   
 
    

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 
Keith (KJ) ANDERSON 19/06  Anthony LEWIS 14/06  
Colin BARTRIM 23/06  Robyn L’HUILLIER 30/06  
Stuart BROOKE 14/06  Denis LICKLEY 19/06  
Brian BURGESS 08/06  Neil MERRICK 21/06  
John CAIRNS 06/06  John MORSCHEL 18/06  
Jeff COX 28/06  Doug MOSS 09/06  
Russell CROZIER 10/06  Ken MURRAY 15/06  
Ivan DEBELAK 24/06  Mal NEWMAN 30/06  
George FADDOUL 28/06  Bob PALMER 19/06  
John GANNON 16/06  Terry PATTON 15/06  
Kerry GILBERT 08/06  Greg PIDCOCK 22/06  
Terry GILCHRIST 19/06  Kevin  PRICE 30/6  
Bob GRANT 01/06  Warren RIEDEL 20/06  
John  GRAY 06/06  Kevin SLOAN 27/06  
Graeme HEWETT 20/06  Geoff TAYLOR 23/06  
Ron HINSON 10/06  Howard TEMPEST 23/06  
Tony HUNT 27/06  Angela VALLENDER 15/06  
Phil  JOHNSTON 02/06  Derek WHITTLE 01/06  
Tony KNIGHT 05/06  Vicki WILKINSON 16/06  

 

THE “HONS”  

  
Peter BRADFORD 10/06 
Doug  CHAPMAN 19/06 
John FREEDMAN 25/06 
Bob GARRETT 03/06 
Phil HITCHCOCK 14/06 
Alf McDERMOTT 17/06 
Jim PEARSON 23/06 
Kevin WATSON 01/06 

 
 
Congratulations to John FREEDMAN & Bob GARRETTT who join the ‘Hons’ this month. 
 
    ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
“If you think health care is expensive now, wait until you see what it costs when it's free!” 
                                                              P.J.  O'Rourke 
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Fact or Fiction 
More from olde England….. 
 

 England is old and small and the local folks started running out of places to bury 
people, so they would dig up coffins and would take the bones to a bone-house and 
reuse the grave. When reopening these coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were found to have 
scratch marks on the inside and they realised they had been burying people alive. So 
they would tie a string on the wrist of the  corpse, thread it through the coffin and up 
through the ground and tie it to a bell.  Someone would have to sit out in the graveyard 
all night  (the graveyard shift) to listen for the bell;  thus someone could be, ''Saved by 
the Bell ''or  was considered a ''Dead Ringer''  And that's the truth.  
 
     ********************* 

 

JUNE LUNCHEON NOTICE 
 
Our next Lunch will be at our usual and very convenient venue, the CTA Club, Martin Place, 
Sydney, on Monday 15th June, 2015. 
Pre Lunch drinks can be enjoyed from 11.45am, and we sit down for Lunch at 12.45 pm. 
Please come along, catch up with oldish work mates, and enjoy yourself.  
These get- togethers are relaxed fun, and are very well worth attending. 
If you haven’t been for a while, or ever…….give yourself a day out in Town! 
 
This Months’ Wander down Memory Lane…… 
 
All thoughts, and information on names and location will be gratefully received.  
I can email the photo to anyone who wants a closer look! With thanks to Gary O’Meara!  (Ed.) 

 
 
    ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

In my many years I have come to a conclusion that one useless man is a shame, two or three is usually a law 
firm, and more than three has to be some aspect of government.    John Adams 
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Animal Corner……. 

 
       Meals on Wheels……. 
 

                (((((((((((((((((((((((()))))))))))))))))))))))))) 
     
HEADLINES FROM THE YEAR 2030 
 
Australian Deficit $10 trillion dollars and rising. Government declares return to surplus in 
100 years which is 200 years ahead of time. Prime Minister Mohammed Abbott Howard 
claims increased growth through more immigration secret to success. 
 
Australia Post raises price of stamps to $18 and reduces mail delivery to Wednesdays only. 
 
Global cooling blamed for citrus crop failure for third consecutive year in New South India 
and VictorIndia. 

              ((((((((((((((((((((()))))))))))))))))))) 
 
Extracts from Letters Received…… 
 
I still enjoy receiving my monthly newsletter from ANZROC even though it is now over 10 years since 

Peter (Bank of Adelaide) passed away.                         Kind regards, Beverley Ryan 

             **************  

From Tony Carter: 

Talking to Pam Dewhurst late yesterday. 

She had been trying to contact Ken Dighton to advise him of Carmen Moylans’ death last Saturday. 

Carmen lived in Randwick. I have been unable to find any mention as yet in the SMH or Telegraph online 

obits. 

      ************* 

From Secretary Reg: 

MOYLAN, Carmen. of Randwick NSW 

Passed away 16.5.15 

Dearly beloved daughter of Hugh & Doris Moylan (dec). Loving sister of Pat (dec), Margaret, John (dec) 

& Enid. Fond Aunt of her nieces & nephews 

A Private Service has been held. 

      ************ 
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From Ray Brennan to Secretary Reg: 

        I got a telephone call last night from John Donaghy to tell me that his father ( Gerry ) is gravely ill 

and only expected to last a few days. 

Regards. RB 

     *************** 
As a result of the notice I sent this morning re Carmen Moylan, I have since been advised of the passing of Debbie 
Cleaver of Merewether Heights NSW in January 2015. Debbie had 33 years service with the Bank, but I am unaware of 
her marital status or age as these were not disclosed when she joined ANZROC. 

     ************** 

"I am sorry to have to advise you that my dear husband Tony Moles passed away on Sunday evening 

(10/5/2015) . As you may know he has not had good health for many years, however he has still been able 

to enjoy his life, especially our wonderful grandchildren. It was most unexpected and has taken us by 

surprise even though he had his health problems for such a long time.Jeanette (Jenny) Moles 
     ********************* 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW:  

Jim Richards asks if anybody is aware of the whereabouts of Jim Marshall, an old S(M&G) 
colleague in Proof/Ledgers from the late 1960's. 

**************************************                

Photo Album…..familiar faces: (Young) Mens Sydney basketball team at Wagga in the sixties, Betty Gemmell 

celebrating her 98
th
 Birthday recently, and our standby Photographer working  incognito at the Cardiff 

luncheon…..missed you  Alf! 

 

  
         

 
 

 

 

If you have any items of interest, gossip, need to find someone, or have a story to 
tell…please let me have it…..so to speak!  Our readers love to hear about fellow retirees. 
                                  ‘Til next month….keep smiling!!!!! 


