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ANZROC (NSW)       PRESIDENTS REPORT. 
President Phil Cohen could not attend the March gathering as he is currently touring New Zealand. In Phil’s 
absence the meeting was very capably conducted by Acting President Terry Auld. The customary 
Presidents’ Report will be absent from our Newsletter on this occasion but will be back next month as usual.   

 

Secretary’s Report 19th March 2018 
Today’s gathering attracted 49 members and Acting President Terry Auld welcomed all, included in the 
welcome were the following members not seen for a while: Gwen Jarratt, Bob LeBrocq, Mark Nightingale, 
and Neil Rowland. 
 
Terry’s welcome was followed by the Loyal Toast to the Queen and the People of Australia. 
   

Apologies: Peter Bradford, Phil Cohen, Vic East, Paul Jepson, Phil Minett, Nick Oglesneff, Angela 

Vallender, Pamela Griffiths and Brian White,  

New Members: Pauline Bryant of Rawdon Island NSW, Bob Le Brocq of St Clair NSW, Peter Cronin of 

Mangerton NSW, Peter Meers of Pymble NSW 

 
**************** 

 BEREAVEMENTS: 
Bruce B Dickinson aged 83 of Noosa Heads Qld passed away on 15th Feb 2018, and had a private family 
funeral. Bruce was at one time MD of New Zealand Operations and also State Manager NSW.  
 

Heather Riach passed away suddenly on 27th Feb 2018, aged 76. Heather was a 
good friend to all who knew her, she was a very active member of ANZROC (NSW) 
and attended our lunches regularly. A wonderful lady and will be sadly missed by all 
whose life she touched. 
Cherished sister & sister-in-law of Phoebe & Jeffrey (Adelaide). Heather’s Funeral 
Service was held in the West Chapel of Northern Suburbs Crematorium, Delhi Road, 
North Ryde on THURSDAY (March 8th, 2018). 
 
 
 

http://anzroc.blogspot.com.au/
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Treasurers Report: Mike Cunneen reported a sound financial position. 

 
**************** 

 
Life Membership to Reg Smeaton & Ken Dighton: 
Immediate Past President Graeme Bool formally tabled in terms of section 4C of the Club’s Constitution the 
granting of life membership to Reg Smeaton and Ken Dighton which was originally presented at our January 
2018 Luncheon. This was received with universal acclamation by all present. Clieve Lennon expressed the 
sentiments of all when he spoke of the high esteem in which Reg and Ken are held for their tireless efforts 
and total professionalism in which they represent the Club. A thoroughly deserved and popular decision. 
 

**************** 
   
Ken Dighton – Welfare Officer  Report for 19th March 2018 

 
Sick List: 

 Col Bartrim – Col had a surgical procedure at RNSH in the latter part of February. He subsequently 
contracted an infection which caused him some serious issues and a lot of discomfort. He had a 
second operation, and transferred to a rehab. clinic in recent days. Best wishes for a complete and 
quick recovery Col. 

 Peter Dawson – In a communication with Peter he said: “I am feeling ok and approaching 5 years on 
my trial drug and still returning stable scans that I now have six monthly. They have changed the 
protocol on my trial where we now only get treatment every four weeks with the infusion time 
reduced from an hour to 39 min with everyone on the trial receiving the same amount of the drug, 
which happens to be what I was receiving before they changed the protocol”. Positive news from 
Peter which presumably goes some way towards off-setting the anguish and all the travel he’s had to 
tolerate since starting the treatment. 

 Alf McDermott – Alf is missing from today’s lunch meeting because of a few health issues. He has 
been through the mill over the past year or so and we extend to him our very best wishes. 

 Past President Phil Newsome recently had a few hiccups with his dialysis machine which at the time 
was a cause for concern, but he’s back on track now. 
 

I made contact with the following people, who enjoy the esteemed title of Honorary Member, to check up 
on them in their birthday month and to extend happy birthday wishes:  

 Doug Dowling (92) – Doug said he is alright but the condition of his knees is making the golf course 
seem a bit longer these days (still golfing at 92 is not a bad effort Doug, so keep it up). He was 
visited by his son and family who travelled up from Canberra for a few days and a birthday 
celebration. 

 John Mair (82) – Past-President John is well and enjoying life (and his birthday wasn’t any 
exception!). He is of course a regular at our lunch meetings and a good supporter of the ROC.  

 Ken Hill (87) – Ken said he is “ticking over, but not as in time bomb”. On the whole he is in good 
health and taking things easy. He mentioned that he retired in 1986. 

 Geoff Nelson (94) – Geoff’s general health is good but mobility (or lack of it) is a bit of a problem.  He 
was awaiting the arrival of his first great-grandchild which it seemed would miss Geoff’s birthday by 
only a day. He sends regards to all, and congratulations to the ROC Committee for the work they do 
(Thanks Geoff, and congratulations to you for getting another generation onto the family tree). 

 Jan Douglass (83 years young) – Jan is a good supporter of the ROC and she doesn’t miss many 
lunch meetings. She enjoys quite good health, and she is still strong enough to keep Peter on the 
straight and narrow! 

 Lance Phillis (83) – Lance was just home from a 2-weeks’ stay in hospital when I phoned. He had a 
very painful gall bladder infection which was treated with antibiotics (no surgery because of his 
existing compromised health). He had visits from “the kids” (now in their 50’s!) and grand/great-grand 
children for his birthday. We hope the year ahead on the health front is good for you Lance. 

 Brian Beynon (81) – Brian had a nice lunch with his family for his 80th last year, and then later in the 
day he collapsed with excruciating knee pain. Since that time he has regularly been in and out of 
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medical establishments, culminating in a left hip replacement in November, and dealing with some 
complications from that procedure. Anyway, things are looking better now, and he is much happier 
with his circumstances. We hope your 82nd year is a good one Brian. 

I wasn’t able to make contact with Ron Rawson (83) who remains in high care accommodation in 
Sydney. We hope you had a happy birthday last week Ron, and may the year ahead be kind to you.  
 
 
 

*************** 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 

Lenko BARESIC 16th  Bill PATRICK 4th 

Wendy BRADSHAW 24th 
 

Richard PERKINS 2nd 
Ron COOPER 22nd  John PLATT 23rd 
Elaine DAVIS 8th  Doug RICHARDSON 30th 

Peter DAWSON 18th  Jim RICHARDSON 24th 

Peter DEVOY 10th  Mike  RILEY 13th 
Greg EVANS 1st  Bob RISEBOROUGH 24th 

Jeff FRIEDMAN 16th  Ken ROSE 8th 

Mike GRAY 10th  Neil ROWLAND 23rd 
George HARLOE 27th  John SCHOLZ 13th 

Jim HEATH 6th  Graeme SMITH 10th 

Michael HOUSE 3rd  John TUCK 1st 
Alistair JOHNSTON 24th  John TURNBULL 7th 
John LUCAS 28th  Ron WELSH OAM 2nd 
Geoff MINETT 14th  Ken WHITECROSS 9th 
John MITCHELL 9th  Keith WHITEHALL 7th 

Des NATION 17th  Barry WILEMAN 18th 
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THE HONS"   

  Bob BOYS 1st   

  Bill BRICKNELL 2nd   

  Don DAVIS 14th   

  Dave C FLEMING 29th   

  Betty HICKMAN 26th   

  Col KILLER 6th   

  John McCRUDDEN 5th   

  Digby MILNE 25th   

  Kevin O'CONNELL 22nd   

  Barry THOMPSON 3rd   

  Aub WALKER 29th   

   

Congratulations to those who will attain honorary membership status in April: Bill Bricknell, Digby Milne, and 
Kevin O’Connell 

 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 

Birthday wishes were extended by Angelo Briganti to Jan Douglas, Ian Jarratt, John Mair and Reg Smeaton. 

 

Happy Birthday Happy Birthday Happy Birthday Happy Birthday 
 

 

*************** 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Of Bruce Dickinson: 

Noel Bottrell writes:……  had dinner with him and his  wife a couple of times in Ballina when he  paid us a visit to 
see how the new branch was progressing, was a good down to earth bloke. 
 
Ray Goldfinch (Secretary ANZROC NZ ) writes: Bruce was also Managing Director of New Zealand 
operations but it wasn’t a time he would have remembered fondly. He was tasked with increasing staff 
lending rates immediately on arrival and that caused considerable angst here with strikes, stop work 
meetings etc. 
 
Ron Izzard writes: Sorry to hear the Bruce Dickinson has passed away.  I had many dealing with Bruce in 
both ES&A and ANZ Administrations.  He was a real gentleman.  
 
Ron Miller writes: Sorry to hear of Bruce’s passing. I frequently worked closely with him and we got on well. 
I have always admired his intelligence and capacity for hard work. As I recall he was known as "the student 
prince"" in the old ES&A as he was even then earmarked for greatness. 
 

**************** 
Of Heather Riach: 
Mike Cunneen writes: I am shattered......A wonderful lady who I had the privilege to work with....That’s all I 
can say.... We will miss her......RIP Heather.... 
 
Angelo Briganti writes: Very Upsetting News…A Beautiful and most Caring Lady.  Worked with her at Pitt  
and Hunter for a number of Years. Always a smile, kindness and most helpful. Will always be in my Fond  
memory. RIP  Heather. 
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Phil Cohen writes: I knew Heather for many years while I was working in the International Services Dept at 
S(P&H) during the time of Dick Hughes and Clieve Lennon as Branch Managers. She was the loveliest 
person you could wish to meet. Always friendly, always willing to help you no matter how busy. Never had a 
bad word to say about anyone. During our ANZROC monthly Luncheons she was always friendly, cheerful 
and willing to have a conversation. Will be sadly missed. 
 
Ken Byatt writes: Heather's passing is certainly a shock, and I share Angelo's sentiments as to her being a 
kind and helpful person.  First met her when I was sent to Pitt & Hunter in February 1971 for a 3 week relief, 
which turned into a 3+ years "sentence". She was PA (as they are now known) to Jim Pearson and Denis 
Lickley in the Accountant's department. Woe betide anyone who had not "bundied on" before she came 
round to check. Will be sorely missed. 
 
Mark Monaghan writes: Anyone who was lucky enough to work with Heather got to know one of the nicest 
people you’d ever meet. She had been at Pitt & Hunter for 27 years when I got there in 1983 and 35 years 
later she hadn’t changed a bit. She made friends so easily. 
 
Albert Orszaczky writes: Sad news indeed and an absolute shock as Heather appeared to be in fine spirits 
at the Christmas Cocktail function in mid-December.  I worked closely with her during my time on the ground 
floor at S(P&H) in the early 1980s and always valued her advice and friendship and certainly have many 
worthwhile memories of that period. May she rest in peace. 

Doug Russell writes: I fondly always recall my first day in the bank, which was at Pitt & Hunter Sts in Feb 
2018 and it was Heather who I first spoke to and met, she was the sec to Jack Jones (the accountant) and 
was always a good support and friend in those early years to myself and to the likes of Mike & Carmel 
Roberts who I have copied in here. I came across Heather at work many years later in the mid to late 
90s, when she was in an Investment area at Martin Place and was able to repay her in kind for her good 
nature when I first started......she was indeed a truly lovely lady. 

Tony Knight writes: Another great person gone far too soon. First met Heather in 1964 when I went to 
S(P&H). “Miss Riach” was the Accountant’s secretary and us young blokes were on our best behaviour as 
we believed, incorrectly as it turned out, that any misdemeanour would be reported. A true friend of many 
and always involved with the organisation of social functions. She is a big loss having played a part in the 
history of ANZ since the early 1960s. 
 
Irene Norris writes: So shocked and saddened to hear of Heather's passing. A wonderful lady will be sadly 
missed. 
 
Geoff and Betty Brown write: We also were quite shocked to learn of Heather’s passing.  We spent some 
pleasant moments with Heather at the January Meeting and found her to be her usual bright and personable 
self.  She was so well known to so many whether you worked at Pitt and Hunter Streets Branch or from her 
involvement in many Bank activities and functions.  Such a lady it was always a pleasure to be in her 
company with her friendly and welcoming manner.   We are truly saddened and dismayed at her sudden 
loss.Unfortunately due to personal commitments we will be unable to attend Thursday’s service and we 
send our condolences to her family and friends.  She will be in our thoughts and prayers.  Vale Heather. 
 
Clieve Lennon writes: My apologies to Heather, but I can’t make her funeral due to transport difficulties but 
will be there in spirit. 
Heather was in the Accountant’s Department when I was transferred into the Bills Department at Pitt & 
Hunter Streets from Inverell 1953. Her Boss was Miss Sinclair, I can’t remember the name of the 
Accountant.We were both only kids. Heather was a pleasant girl, but not to be tampered with. Her duties 
involved a lot of leg work around the branch so everyone knew Heather. Nothing changed over the years 
and when I came to the branch as Manger in 1985 Heather was still in the Accountants Department. Lindsey 
Swan was the Accountant. All those who passed through Pitt and Hunter Street had contact with Heather. 
She was a motza for a personnel role and was enticed to come into the Regional Office in the late eighties. 
Heather was finally out from behind her type writer! 
Heather was very personable and showed genuine interest in those she came in contact with over the 
years. Heather was an institution in the Bank and she leaves a vacuum at ANROC. Rest in Peace Heather 
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**************** 
 
Ron Izzard who intends to retire in June writes: I really enjoy the monthly newsletters and it is good to catch 
up with news of our work mates. Look forward to taking you up on your invitation to attend the monthly 
lunches. 

**************** 
 
Where are they now? asks Marie Astley  
Marie Astley (nee Ensbey) writes: We are a group of girls & guys who worked at 24 Darlinghurst Rd from 
about 1956 for about 5 years. We have continuously met at least once or twice a year for over 50 years. I 
now live in Dubbo. We all have very bad memories for names but some are Charlie Waraker, (accountant) 
Gary Chadwick, Barry Smith, are some & we can remember first names but not surnames. If you could put it 
in your newsletter for people who worked there at that time I would appreciate that. I am a customer of 
Dubbo branch & about 25 years ago a Paul Conaghan came as Manager for a few years. He retired to 
Forster & there was notice that he passed away about 3 weeks ago in Forster. Norma Sparkes & Judy Beith 
both worked there as well but have both passed away. I don’t know if this helps. Would 
appreciate…thanking you Marie Astley (Ensbey) Marie. Marie’s contact email follows for those who wish to 
contact her. maastley@hwy.com.au Feel free to contact Marie if you can add value to her search. 
 
 

**************** 
 
 

 
 
 
Q: What's the problem with my golf game? 
 
A: You're standing too close to the ball ... after you hit it. 
 
 

******************* 
 
 
Golfer: I'd move heaven and earth to break 100 on this course. 
 
Caddie: Try heaven. You've already moved most of the earth. 
 

******************** 
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:maastley@hwy.com.au
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SOCIAL NOTES: 
 

Sixteenth Annual Fred Bannister Memorial Trophy including Dick Kostrubiec Memorial Shield 
 

Phil Newsome reports: 
There were 40 players hitting off in the annual Fred Bannister Memorial Golf Day which we hold at the Port 
Kembla Golf Club. Although numbers down all in attendance had a great day. After last years wash out the 
responsibility for the weather was taken off Brian White and given to Laurie Sainsbury. Well done , Laurie!! 
 
The winners were a three man team Tony Hunt , Peter Rutledge (on crutches) and Mike Prance. The 
runners up (Dick Kostrubiec Memorial Shield ) were John Odewahn, Terry Gilchrist, Bob Preston and the 
weatherman, Laurie Sainsbury. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Thank you to Bill Chapman for his duties as official photographer for the event. A number of Bill’s photos 
from the day are available for viewing at anzroc.blogspot.com.au  
 
Special thanks to all who attended the day, many of whom traveled considerable distance to be part of this 
special day. 
 
Thank you also to our tournament organizers Phil Newsome, Brian White and Bill Chapman.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special guest Sue Condon congratulates 
(left to right) Mike Prance, Peter Rutledge 
and Tony Hunt as winners of the Fred 
Bannister Memorial Trophy. 
 
Sue delivered a warm note of thanks to the 
group for the continuing memory of her 
late father Fred Bannister. 

Special guest Dianne Kostrubiec presents 
the Dick Kostrubiec Memorial Shield to 
second placed team (left to right) Terry 
Gilchrist, John Odewahn, Bob Preston and 
Laurie Sainsbury. 
 
Di was kept very busy over lunch catching 
up with so many of her friends.  
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From The Senior Newspaper March Edition: Congratulations Shirley and Wal on a wonderful milestone. 

 
 

 
**************** 

 

 
 
Q: Why won't sharks attack lawyers?  
 
A: Professional courtesy.  
 

**************** 
 
Q: What's the worst part about being grandma?  
 
A: You have to sleep with grandpa. 
 
 

**************** 
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Dates for the Diary 
7th April 2018 Luncheon at the Wagga Wagga RSL Bistro Saturday 12:00 noon. All ex ANZers welcome. 

16th April 2017 Luncheon at the Castlereagh Boutique Hotel 169 Castlereagh St Sydney, with arrival 

after 11.00am. Pre luncheon drinks are available to be enjoyed at the 2nd floor bar area. Access to 4th floor 

is only possible after 12 noon, so please drop in to Level 2 and have a chat first! All members are welcome. 

Bookings are not required; it is always an enjoyable day with good food and lots of old friends and the 

occasional surprise visit by those who can’t make the meeting all the time.  

10th May 2018 Newcastle midyear luncheon at Cardiff RSL details closer to the event. 

11th August 2018 Luncheon at the Wagga Wagga RSL Bistro Saturday 12:00 noon. All ex ANZers 

welcome. 

15th November 2018 Newcastle Christmas luncheon at Cardiff RSL details closer to the event. 

1st December 2018 Luncheon at the Wagga Wagga RSL Bistro Saturday 12:00 noon. All ex ANZers 

welcome. 

13th December 2018 Annual Christmas Cocktails hosted by our Patron Maile Carnegie at the ANZ 

Banking Group Ltd 242 Pitt Street Sydney Level 24 from 12:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

**************** 
 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS – 81 REMAIN UNPAID AND ARE NOW WELL OVERDUE!!!! 

-A reminder that you can pay your subscription by direct credit to BSB 012006 

Account # 008906464, don’t forget to record your name on your transaction. 

-Enclosed please find cheque for $10 for my ANZROC (NSW) 2018 SUBS. 

Name: ………………………………………………………………….. 

Address :( if changed recently)………………………………………………………….. 

Email address, (if changed recently)………………………………………………………. 

If paying by cheque please mail to Hon Treasurer ANZROC (NSW) 27 Leicester St. Epping NSW   

2121 

 
Your ANZROC NSW committee members are always pleased to hear from you with your comments 
regarding our Newsletter. Especially welcome are contributions from members which we will endeavor 
to incorporate into the Newsletter for the enjoyment of other members. Our readers take great delight 
when we are able to include members’ photos, recollections and reminiscences. This Newsletter is a 
wonderful platform for members to share their stories from their careers and life experiences. 

 

If you have something you would like to share but need some help on how to go about it please 
contact anyone from our committee and we will delight in providing assistance. 


