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Welcome to our March 2016 NEWSLETTER 
anzroc.blogspot.com.au  

 

SECRETARYS’ REPORT : 

Today’s gathering attracted 54 members and President Graeme Bool welcomed all, included in the welcome 
were the following members not seen for a while: Ken Hill, Bob Garrett, Mal Newman all the way from 
Singleton and Doug Richardson (both for the first time), and Barry Hennessey after about a ten month 
enforced absence. Graeme’s warm welcome  was followed by the Loyal  Toast. 

APOLOGIES: Terry Auld, Ron Booth, Noel Bowmer, Peter Bradford, Bill Chapman, Elaine Davis, 
Ron Hargrave, Brian Liebert, John Mair, Alf McDermott, Phil Minett, Jim Nicholson, Jim 
Richardson, Laurie Sainsbury, Sharyn Sergeant, Bev Shaw, Angela Vallender, 

BIRTHDAY  WISHES…were extended by VP Phil to Jan Douglas, Ian Jarratt and Reg Smeaton 

 
…………………………………Happybirthdayhappybirthdayhappybirthdaytoyouall………………………………………………… 

 

TREASURERS REPORT :……Mike advised that we are in a financially sound position. 

There are 122 members with subs unpaid but some within that number are in arrears for 2 years. These folk 
were contacted several times last year with no success and we will now have no alternative but to remove 
them from the Active List as at 30/4/2016. 
    ……………………………………………… 
NEW MEMBERS: Scott Abraham of Mt Isa Q. A BIG welcome Scott. 
 
  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
During our Luncheon recently joined new member Doug Richardson gave a potted history of his career in 
the bank and to his credit remembered many of his colleagues and mentors from his service without effort.  
 
Doug joined the ES & A at Mosman under the watchful eye of Houghton McDowell and Alf McDermott, he 
then had 3 months at Balgowlah before transferring to Relieving Staff  providing ledger cover for about 6 
months. Bob Garrett then instigated a transfer for Doug to Town Hall Branch where he stayed for 7 years 
and covered almost all jobs except Manager. Doug then journeyed to Lautoka Fiji where his main function 
was training in the advances area. In Doug’s assessment it was apparently a pretty cushy role as the 
incumbents already knew what they were doing! Doug returned to S(K&G) where he wound up in the 
lending area with such notables as John Harrison and many others. He then pursued a career in  Esanda at 
Bankstown Area, South Sydney Area and finished up at Brookvale where he left the Bank at 45 years of age 
to pursue other interests (Newsagency/post office). Doug has 4 children and 2 ½ grandchildren and keeps 
himself busy. 
   ************************************************************ 

          What do you call an intelligent, good looking, sensitive man?              A rumour ! 

http://anzroc.blogspot.com.au/
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Luncheon Speaker: Wal Pendleton gave an amusing talk on his role as a “Fire Warden” at the old 
S(P&H) building during the Second World War when he and a colleague were tasked to keep watch on a 
volunteer basis on the weekends in the event of an incendiary bombing raid by the Japanese. Their 
equipment comprised three buckets of sand and three rakes! This was put in place immediately after the 
mini sub attack on Sydney Harbour. NO OVERTIME WAS PAID.  Wal also spoke of the merger between the 
Union Bank and the Bank of Australasia in 1951, and gave us a solid reminder of the “dead sheepers and 
chequer boarders” that occurred in 1970 and the banter and rivalry of those times! 

    ---------------------------------------------------------- 

WELFARE REPORT -     Ken Dighton – March 2016 

Sick List: 

 Jim Bickerton – Jim recently spent 5 weeks in hospital and is undergoing a rehab. program 
(mainly at home) for about 9 weeks. This followed a fall in his yard which caused him to 
break his leg in three places. His lack of mobility is annoying him but he is in good spirits. 

 Mal Newman – Mal has recently had some heart issues and spent time in hospital. He is at 
home now and taking things steadily. It was a pleasant surprise to see him at our lunch 
meeting. 

 Frank Martin – Barry Hennessy reports that Frank is doing it a bit tough at the moment. I 
didn’t manage to contact him, but best wishes Frank 

I made contact with the following people, who enjoy the esteemed title of Honorary Member, to 
check up on them in their birthday month and to extend birthday wishes:  

 Margaret Blackwood (94) – Margo’s nephew Ian said she is in reasonable health and a few 
family members will help her celebrate her birthday. Best wishes Margo for 31st March, and 
for the year ahead. 

 Doug Dowling (90) – Doug said he had a family bash for his birthday with visitors from all 
parts of the State (incl. Canberra). He said he is feeling OK and in good health (apart  from a 
touch of gout). 

 John Mair (80) – the irrepressible “Mair of The Shire” said he was having a week-long 
birthday celebration and enjoying it!  It has to be said, he looks pretty good for 80. He is 
cruising at the moment. 

 Ken Hill (85) – he is well and looks in the pink (last seen at our lunch meeting enjoying 
himself) 

 Geoff Nelson (91) – Geoff said he is “not too bad”, except he would like to be a bit more 
mobile. Settling in well to his new accommodation, but still dealing with the recent loss of his 
dear wife Beryl (who incidentally passed away on their 60th wedding anniversary). Best 
wishes for the year ahead Geoff. 

 Ron Rawson (81) – “nothing to report”, but apparently going along OK 

 Jan Douglass (81) – we saw Jan at our lunch meeting, looking  in her prime. She is one of 
our regular meeting attendees and it is always good to catch-up with her. 

 Lance Phillis (81) – Lance said his “health is holding”. He’s not able to venture too far and he 
expects to have to undergo regular dialysis soon. Best wishes for the year ahead Lance. 

Since last meeting we’ve implemented a program to make periodic contact with our Widow 
members, mainly to see how they are going. Various committee members have set the ball rolling, 
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with the following widows being contacted over recent weeks: Merle Bermingham,  
Val Brackenridge, Margaret Bourke, Joyce Benjamin, Susanne Bedford, Marie Kent, Helen Mackie, 
Jeanette Manning,  Mrs O. Kindred , Mrs V H Lawrence, BarbaraTetley, Raema Walker, Joy 
Whelan, Dorothy Williams, Barbara Withford, Peggy Woodburn, Marie McCombe, Judy 
Manyweathers, Jenny Moles, Kitty Farrow, June Fowler, Mrs M Fraser, Marie Gannon, and Janet 
Elliott.  
The reports from the various committee folk all indicated these ladies appreciated receiving contact 
from the ROC. Remember ladies, if you think we can help you in any way please let us know. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  

    
   APRIL BIRTHDAYS   

Lenko BARESIC 16th  Des NATION 17th 

Wendy BRADSHAW 24th  Kevin O'CONNELL 22nd 

Bill BRICKNELL 2nd  Bill PATRICK 4th 

Elaine DAVIS 8th  Richard PERKINS 2nd 

Peter DAWSON 18th  John PLATT 23rd 

Peter DEVOY 10th  Doug RICHARDSON 30th 

Greg EVANS 1st  Jim RICHARDSON 24th 

Jeff FRIEDMAN 16th  Mike  RILEY 13th 

Mike GRAY 10th  Bob RISEBOROUGH 24th 

George HARLOE 27th  Ken ROSE 8th 

Jim HEATH 6th  Neil ROWLAND 23rd 

Michael HOUSE 30th  Graeme SMITH 10th 

Alistair JOHNSTON 24th  John TURNBULL 7th 

Con LUCAS 5th  John TYRELL 1st 

John LUCAS 28th  Jackie VULA 2nd 

Digby MILNE 25th  Ron WELSH 2nd 

Geoff MINETT 14th  Ken WHITECROSS 9th 

John MITCHELL 9th  Barry WILEMAN 18th 
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THE “HONS”    (** denotes Life Member)    
Arthur BOWN 1st** 

Don DAVIS 14th 

Dave C FLEMING 29th 

Terry GATTY 10th 

Betty HICKMAN 26th 

Col KILLER 6th 

John McCRUDDEN 5th 

Bruce RIDER 26th 

John SCOTT 22nd 

Barry THOMPSON 3rd 

Aub WALKER 29th 

Col Killer joins the “Hons!   Congratulations Col!!!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bill Chapman cuts the Ribbon at the re-created 96 Crown St Wollongong branch.

  

                                ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Luck of the Irish……An Irish priest is driving down to  New York and gets 

stopped for speeding in Connecticut.   The state trooper smells the priest's breath 

and then sees an empty wine bottle on the floor of the car. He says, "Sir, have you 

been drinking?"  "Ah, to be sure, just water," says the priest.  The trooper says, "Then 

why do I smell alcohol?"   The priest looks at the bottle and says, "Good Lord! He's 

done it again!" 

  `````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
BEREAVEMENTS 
Geoff Nelson writes: 
"It is with sadness that I advise that my dear wife Beryl Nelson (nee Hetherington) passed away in her 
sleep in the early hours of Thursday morning, 18/2 at The Poplars (Estia Health, aged care facility) at 
Epping where we both reside. She was 87 years of age and had Parkinson's for the past few years. We 
happily celebrated our 60th wedding anniversary the day before, 17/2." Much loved wife of Geoffrey. 
Beloved mother of Anne and Richard, mother-in-law of Sarah, grandmother of Ashley & Sam, Piers, Fergus 
and Imogen, sister of Margaret..A celebration of Beryl's life was held in the Camellia Chapel of the 
Macquarie Park Crematorium North Ryde on February 25, 2016.  
 
Meredith McLachlan writes to let us know that Ian (McLachlan) passed away 3rd February after a long 
battle with liver cancer; he had been very sick and had a lot of different treatments over nearly six years. 
“We moved to Burradoo near Bowral just over three months ago, my children helped me care for Ian so he 
was able to stay at home until the last few days. Ian always enjoyed reading all the news as he knew so 
many of the retired officers.” Ian had a quiet family funeral on 9th Feb 2016.   
 
A period of silence was observed in their memory. 
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SOCIAL  STUFF. 
 
Results of the Opinion Poll at the March Luncheon meeting on the Best Place to Have Fun: 
Watsons Bay Pub for Fish ‘n Chips, followed by Visit to Victoria Barracks with Lunch at Paddo RSL, then 
came ANSTO Science Discovery Tour, and Phillips Foote BBQ at the Rocks! 
Stay tuned for info from M4GT Ann on dates and details. 
    ***************************************** 

19th May 2016 ..at RSL Cardiff the Newcastle Chapter are holding their half yearly luncheon from 
11:30am. Contact Jim Richardson jimcher@exemail.com.auor Tel. 02 4943 8031 or Ron Welsh OAM 

ronwelsh@hunterlink.net.au  or Tel.  49326591.  Bookings  are essential at least one week prior  to the 
lunch!!!   ****************************************** 
 
30th September - 2nd October 2016 …. The ANZ Broken Hill Past and Present  Staff  Reunion will be a 
weekend of fun and memories!  See the Letter from Doug Moss below, the Flyer on our Blog Site, or contact 
Karen Ford on 0429 573 099 karenf-25@live.com.au  or Jackie  Lynott on 041708740811 
jackiel@internode.on.net 

From Doug Moss on the upcoming Broken Hill Reunion: 

The staff at Broken Hill branch are organizing a Reunion for past and present staff on the 
weekend of 30 September to 3 October 2016 starting with drinks and nibbles at the branch on 
the Friday night, followed by a tour of the old branch on Saturday afternoon, then a dinner at 
the Old Royal Hotel on Saturday night and finally a luncheon at the Silverton Pub on the 
Sunday. 

The Organisers are having some difficulty getting in contact with former staff (members of our 
Club) such as Bruce Foster who lives in Singleton, Mike Adamson who lives in Canberra or 
Robert Strempel who lives down Leeton way.  

Cheers - Doug 

Ps Current members who will be attending are myself, Ken Johnston and Howard Tempest 
and Dennis Lickley and Wal Hardy have been contacted but are yet to confirm. 

  Can anyone help the Organisers with info…see contact details above! 
       The Flyer detailing the Festivities over the three days is on our Blog site. 
 
Our best wishes go to Jackie and Karen as they work hard to make the Reunion a success. (Ed) 

   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                  

 The next ANZROC(NSW) Monthly Luncheon is… 
 
….at the CTA Martin Place on 18th April 2016 commencing at 11:45 am.   Please  join us!! 

 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

     DID  NOAH FISH? 
A Sunday  School teacher asked, "Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot 
of fishing when he was on the Ark?" 
"No," replied Johnny. "How could he, with just two worms." 
 
   LOT'S  WIFE 
The Sunday School teacher then described how Lot's wife looked back  
and turned into a pillar of salt, when Jason interrupted:  
"My Mommy looked back once while she was driving," he announced 
triumphantly, "And she turned into a telephone  pole!" 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
             

 

mailto:jimcher@exemail.com.auor
mailto:ronwelsh@hunterlink.net.au
mailto:karenf-25@live.com.au
mailto:jackiel@internode.on.net
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Port Kembla Golf Day – The Winners and the Lunchers…..details on OUR Blogsite. 

  
 
Thanks for the Following Letters……Keep them Coming!!!  
Ken Whitecross writes: 
“Now retired 20 years plus, but still enjoy getting the newsletters, and seeing some of the faces from 
times past. Moved back to Melbourne in 2003 to be close to the family and grandies; life is good and 
health OK. Best regards to all”,Ken  ---------------------------- 

 
Ivan Briggs sent a donation to the club and also says “I thoroughly enjoy reading the information” (in the 
newsletter)…and…”I am really well”. 
     --------------------------------------------- 
Bob Primmer writes: “Thanks for the newsletter. As a relative newcomer to ROC I find the items very 
interesting and it is great to see so many faces with whom I have worked. 
I hope to make it to the Sydney meeting but awaiting dates for some surgery my wife Judith has to undergo. 
Judith is a former staff member at ANZ Wagga in the times of Les Jacka (Paul’s father) and worked with 
many other now retired officers/ Her maiden name was (Dennis). I now play an active role in Prostate 
Cancer Support Group having recently been cleared of Cancer after radiation treatment.” 
     --------------------------------------------- 
Arthur Crittenden writes: 
I joined the Union Bank in 1950, applying at S(P&H) 1949 and first posting was at Hunter Street Newcastle 
West where the staff was then :  
Manager: Robert Share Brown,Accountant: (not certain but I think it was Eric Harvey-succeeded by Rex G 
Martin,Teller: Eric J Wearne,Ledger Keeper: Ossie Gallagher, succeeded by Alec Boots and then Colin 
Keats,Lady Officer: Marie McKenna who then became me, as Junior….I succeeded nobody. 
Premises were very small opposite the then Empire Palais Dance Hall, and backed onto the then Steel St 
Vegetable Markets and there were daily walking tours sometimes around the docks--only a few minutes 
from the branch. During the next year and a bit I got to work in all Newcastle and Maitland branches and 
now often remember many  names of some of those encountered and see also names of their offspring who 
also worked for ANZ. Getting the News monthly is much appreciated”. 
     --------------------------------------------- 
A throw away remark about catching up with Geoff Boyton at the Newcastle lunch in May by the Secretary 
elicited the following response from Wanda Boyton: 
“Sorry you won’t be seeing GB at the May lunch as I will have him in WA by then - we are driving around Oz 
from end of April home sometime - June or July depending where we go and how long it takes. The only 
sure thing at this time is 6 nights in Broome Cable Beach Resort 22 - 28th May from then on it is fancy free 
driving to Darwin and home via which road we have yet to decide. Have to travel while we still can - so after 
Oz  I'm taking him to Nepal in Sept - Oct - small group of 10 of which -  8 women and 2 blokes (lucky GB) ... 
May be he will be at the Christmas lunch if I don’t find another escape route”. 

____________ 
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Doug Richardson writes:    “I was deeply saddened about hearing the passing of Jim McQueen. 
Jim was the Manager of Lautoka Branch Fiji 1971-1974 and I had the pleasure of working with him during 
1973. 
Ex- pat staff were:Jim McQueen (the "Chief")  Manager. Dennis Purcell, Accountant from Qld., last heard of 
as Manager ANZ  Stones Corner, Q'land  Wife Beverley. 
Ian (Sam) Laird  (Dec'd)  Agency Officer Nadi Branch. Last posting Swanston St Melbourne. 
Ian Lee ( "The General")  Accounting Supervisor. Steve Cunneen, Overseas Bills Officer (Mike's brother). 
Doug Richardson. General training (Advances/Lending) Officer. 
Derek Ridley, Incoming Officer. 
Jim was a very gracious person with his wife Rayma (Ray) and in Fijian community socialising was very 
common and great times were had by all including hosting visiting CEO Will Bailey and entourage on the 
lawns of Jim's residence at one stage. Did we blow the entertainment budget?  Only one answer! 
Jim repatriated to Australia leaving his beloved New Zealand and I had the pleasure of working with him at 
S(K&G) where he was temporarily placed for a short period. 
He was placed at Manager, Church and Macquarie Streets, Parramatta during late 70's. 
I did hear his wife passed away quite a few years ago with the dreaded "C" and as far as I know he is 
survived by son John and family in New Zealand. 
R.I.P. Jim.      (A lot of untold stories to be told of experiences in Fiji)     (Un- publishable !!!!) 
     -------------------------------------------- 
 

Stephanie Kaiser the daughter of Russell Betts writes:I'm not sure if you know my father, Russell Betts. 
He turned 85 last October and the whole family celebrated this milestone down at his motel in Moss Vale 
(the Bong Bong Motel). It was a wonderful celebration. When we returned at Christmas time (we live in 
Perth) he informed us all that he could no longer look after the motel and would like to find an Aged Care 
facility. So that's what we did. We found a lovely spot at the War Vets in Narrabeen where he is in a high 
care room. It's lovely there and he is happy. The staff treats him like a king, and he has always loved the 
attention! He enjoys reading about everyone's news and would like to continue to receive it via my brother's 
address. Those who may wish to visit Russell will find him at RSL LifeCare – War Vets Kokoda – Room 2 
Colooli Rd, Narrabeen NSW 2101. 

--------------------------------------------------- 
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?  
Attempts to reach the following honorary members (widows/widowers) have been made by phone, but the 
numbers we have on file are no longer pertinent. Newsletters are still being sent to these members but the 
Club would like to contact them by telephone if possible as part of our effort to keep in touch with those who 
have lost partners but retain membership and may appreciate an annual catch up phone call as we do for 
our Honorary members on their birthday.  
If you are on the following list or are aware of the phone contact details for the person listed please get in 
touch with Secretary Reg Smeaton (02 4228 6951) or Records Officer David Wright (02 9869 1606) so 
that our records can be corrected. 
Freda Taylor of Menai NSW    Gloria Kerr of East Ballinna 
Ruth Thorley of Hastings Point NSW   M Leaney of Kingsford 
Eltja White of Sutherland NSW   M Leonard of Wagga Wagga 
Betty Wiltshire of St Ives NSW   Jill Lyon of Darling Point 
N Vernon of Belmore NSW 

   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
……….from Scott Abraham, our newest member to Secretary Reg: 
 
I got your details from the ANZ retired Officers Club.  I am wondering if some of your members remember my uncle 
Cec.  He was a Senior Internal Auditor based in Sydney and passed away from cancer in early 1989.   He was 48 at the 
time. At the time I was living with Cec at his unit in Dee Why and I was working at ANZ Brookvale. 
Cec’s only living sibling is Cathy, his sister, my mother.  She still lives in Halifax, North Queensland (Cec’s hometown) It 
would be wonderful if I could convey to her any old stories that your members who knew Cec would remember about 
him, as my memory tells me he lived hard and worked hard over many years. 
Kind Regards Scott.  (Any input on either of the two items above would be wonderful…..(Ed) 
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           ````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
Today's Riddle.    
Here is the Situation:  

You are on a horse, galloping at a constant speed. On your right side is a sharp 
drop-off. On your left side is an elephant traveling at the same speed as you.  
Directly in front of you is a galloping kangaroo and your horse is unable to 
overtake it. Behind you is a lion running at the same speed as you and the 
kangaroo. What must you do to get out of this highly dangerous situation?    

 
                                 Quietly get off the merry-go-round and sneak home!  

     …………………………… 
  ‘Til next month.…thanks again for reading the News….stay Well, and keep  Smiling!!!!! 

   ………………………………………. 

                   2016 SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW OVERDUE! 
A reminder that you can pay your subscription by internet Bank transfer to BSB 
012006 Account No: 008906464, don’t forget to record your name on your 
transaction. 
If you make a transfer deposit to our account at an ANZ Branch you CANNOT record 
your name on the deposit slip.....So please record your telephone number....and then 
send Treasurer Mike a note showing your telephone number so he can reconcile your 
deposit. 

 

OR... 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Enclosed please find cheque for $5 for my 2016 SUBS. 

 
Name: ………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Address :( if changed recently)…………………………………………………………..  
 
Email address, (if changed recently)…………………………………………  
If paying by cheque please post to: 

Hon Treasurer ANZROC (NSW) 

P.O. Box  2269,   

Carlingford Court NSW 2118.  

(NO STAPLES Please)  


