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   WELCOME TO OUR June 2017 NEWSLETTER!! 
Secretary Reg’s Report on our 19th June Luncheon Meeting: 
 

   Today’s gathering attracted 47 members. President Graeme Bool welcomed all, including the            
 following members not seen for a while:  Barry Hennessy and Charles White. 

    ................................................. 
 

The Loyal Toast to the Queen, and to the People of Australia followed. 
    ...................................................... 

Apologies:   Were received on behalf of: 

Ray Brennan, Angelo Briganti, Phil Cohen, Mike Cunneen, Alf Evans, John Freedman,  
Paul Jepson, Brian Liebert, Peter Maber, Phil Minett, and Brian White.                

 ............................................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Bereavements:  
John Le Gras advised that we incorrectly reported in our last newsletter the death of Richard 
(Dick) Heher who is alive and well and residing in Kenthurst, Sydney. The person reported in 
the newsletter was a cousin but had no connection with the ANZ or Esanda. Our heartfelt 
apologies go to the Heher family for this error. Fortunately Dick is blessed with a sense of 
humour found the error amusing rather than offensive. We have since corrected this error, but 
restated here in the event our correction had been missed. We did remove the error from the 
newsletter, but those who opened their electronic version on the first day of publication would 
have received the erroneous version. 
 .......................................................... 
      The following is the text of a message received by Mark Monaghan:  
Chris Atwell “It is with great sadness that we let you know that Chris/Dad peacefully passed 
away this morning (25th May 2017) after a long and heroic battle with cancer. We would like 
to thank everyone for their friendship over the years and support in recent times.  Regards, 
Barbara Atwell, Lisa Maybury and Andrew Atwell”   
 
Ray Brennan advises that the funeral was very well attended with several former colleagues 
there and standing room only in the largest chapel available at Woronora Crematorium.  

                                    --------------------------------------- 
                             Our Condolences have been offered as appropriate. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our PRESIDENTS Preamble 
VP Phil Cohen. 
I received advice during the week that Phil has been in hospital following a double hernia operation. I 
phoned him on Saturday afternoon to see how he was coping. Advised now home but recovery will 
take some time and is house bound at present for next few weeks. Passed on the best wishes from 
club and wished him a speedy recovery. 
 
Betty Gemmell. 
Our 100 year member attended our may Luncheon. I have since received a very beautiful 
appreciation letter from Betty. She thanked the Club and specifically Ann & Alex who arranged 
transport to and from home, also John Becroft and Terry Auld who assisted in getting her upstairs 
when the lifts were out of order. 

 



 
Secretary Reg and his enforced vacation.... 
Reg has commenced treatment for a health issue. As a result he will be out of action for several 
weeks and will be unable to attend Club luncheons and meetings. With President Graeme’s 
assistance, he will continue to operate from home and complete his monthly newsletter report where 
possible. Reg and Graeme’s contact details are on the Newsletter Masthead. 
 
Annual Golf Day Port Kembla Golf Club. 
As members would be aware our scheduled day back in March was washed out. 
Current circumstances make setting a new date very difficult, therefore sadly this year’s event has 
been cancelled. We certainly are looking at March next year again. Hopefully the weather will be kind 
to us so we can again run this popular, well supported club event. 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 

 
TREASURERS REPORT: 
 

In the absence of Treasurer Mike Cunneen, Sec. Reg outlined our sound financial position. 
 

       $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

           My wife and I had words, but I didn't get to use mine. 
    .............................................      

         
 BIRTHDAY WISHES: 
Were extended by VP Terry to those present who are celebrating this month. 
Peter Bradford, Denis Lickley, Alf McDermott, Col Bartrim, Angela Vallender, and 
Doug Moss. Omitted last month was a welcome to the Hons list for Colin Jeffries. 
Apologies Col. 
                                      happybirthdayhappybirthdayhappybirthdaytoyou! 
     .............................................................................................................................................................................  
 

  
WELFARE REPORT:        Ken Dighton 19th June 2017. 

Sick List:  

 

• Wal Hardy – Wal had a heart attack last month and a brief stay in Bankstown Hospital. It 
was initially thought that previous grafts some 20 years ago may have been the problem. 
However, they were OK. A follow-up visit to a cardiologist revealed a minor blockage which 
will require monitoring. We were pleased to see Wal at lunch today. 

• Noel Bowmer – I spoke with Noel in February when he said he wasn’t quite up to making 

the trip into the City for a meeting at that time, but he was hopeful of being able to join us 

later this year. Unfortunately, Noel recently made the decision to move to his daughter 

Jenny’s place to help with his ongoing care. Lack of mobility remains his primary concern, 

but he hasn’t given up on joining us again. 

• Philip Cohen – Philip has had surgery in hospital for a double hernia. He expects to be out 

of action for about 4 weeks. 

• Clieve Lennon – unfortunately Clieve is back in hospital with his ongoing (since 

September last year) leg problems. We’re thinking of you Clieve, and hoping for some 

worthwhile progress soon.  

• Reg Smeaton – our esteemed and hardworking Secretary will be missing from the ROC 

scene for a few weeks while he sorts out some important health issues. Best wishes Reg 

for a good outcome.  

  ‘’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ 

• I made contact with the following people, who enjoy the esteemed title of Honorary 

Member, to check up on them in this their birthday month and to extend good wishes for 

the year ahead: 



• Peter Bradford (86) – We see Peter regularly at our gatherings (including today’s lunch) 

and he continues to look well (albeit carrying a few niggles). It was good to catch-up again 

today Peter. 

• Bob Garrett (82) – Bob said his health was good, but he “may have to give up 

mountaineering” (with his tongue firmly planted in his cheek!). Bob’s wife Wendy will soon 

have an aortic valve replaced – the one inserted 20 years ago is no longer functioning 

properly. Best wishes to you both. 

• John Cairns (81) – he is progressing quite well after heart by-pass surgery several 

months ago, so much so that his cardiologist doesn’t want to see him until next year. He 

does need to, however, lower the intensity of his physical activity (he said he was being a 

bit too enthusiastic).  

• Alf McDermott (84) – Alf has had good reports from his oncologist, and he is regaining 

weight (he now fits into his old suit from his banking days and he would like to keep it that 

way). Alf was pleased to report that he passed his medical examination for his Drivers 

Licence. You’ve done well Alf, and it was great to see you at our lunch meeting today. 

• Kevin Watson (88) – I received a nice email from Kevin: “Thank you so much for the      
birthday greetings – at least you got the age right!  One from the Bank was a year out and 
one from my sister-in-law made me 90! Unfortunately, I can’t read emails any more, but 
Susan reads them to me. 
I am travelling fairly well physically, but the lack of sight is an impediment. I am now at the 
stage of life where I get regular news of the passing of old colleagues and of recent times 
they included Tom Williams, whom I succeeded in London Management when he returned 
to 377 George Street. More recently, it was Dick Hughes, with whom I shared a bank flat in 
London in 1966, when he was there on the lending side and I on the international side. 
However, I am still managing to do the shopping and cooking – which I enjoy – although it 
takes rather longer these days!  We live in an apartment over a very good shopping centre, 
so it’s just a short elevator ride to a great variety of shops (supermarkets for me and shoes 
and clothes for Susan!). 
I must say that the news from overseas is not very good and poor old London is having 
some real trouble with the terrorists. 
Thanks again for your message and I hope to receive something similar this time next 
year. 
Kindest regards to you and all of the old pensioners who are still around and remember 
me!”  
We gather that you are enjoying life and quite good health Kevin – keep it up, and best 
wishes for the year ahead. 

• Jim Pearson (85) – I was unable to contact Jim but I left him a phone message. We hope 
you had a good birthday celebration Jim and that you’re in the pink. 

• John Freedman (82) – John made the journey to Newcastle last month for that area’s half 
yearly ROC lunch. He seemed to be in fine fettle then. Unfortunately (for us) he had a 
better offer for lunch today (not lunch with the Scottish Rugby team was it John???), but 
we enjoy his regular support. Happy birthday in a few days’ time John and best wishes for 
the year ahead. 

• Denis Lickley (81) – Denis is still bugged by his lower leg issues, but he remains stoic and 

attends as many lunches and outings as possible for therapeutic reasons! Today is no 

exception. Happy birthday digger. 

• Keith Anderson (80) – welcome to The Hons, Keith. I did not make contact with Keith but 

I left him a phone message. However, we caught up with Keith and Joan at the Newcastle 

lunch last month – they looked fit and well. 

• Col Bartrim (80) – another welcome addition to The Hons list. Col joined us for lunch 

today and appears to be fighting fit. In Col’s typical understated way, he said he was in 

good shape. 

     ............................. 



In our (the Committee’s) endeavours to make periodic contact with our widow members, 

we’ve learnt that Nancye Hunt (widow of Peter) spent some time in hospital recently due 

to a heart attack. She is now back at home, and we wish you a quick and full recovery 

Nancye.  

    ------------------------------------------ 

CORRESPONDENCE:   
 

 Of Dick Hughes: 
Kevin Watson writes: Sad to learn of the death of Dick Hughes.  He and I shared the 
bank flat in London together in 1966 when he was there on the lending job and I was 
there on secondment with International Division.  Dick was a great fellow and a very easy 
to live with flatmate.   My thoughts and prayers are with Margaret and family at this time of 
their great loss. 

Jeff Cox writes: Dick and I worked together at S(P&H) in the early 80s when he was 
manager of the branch and Billy Green was the senior AM. I have very many happy 
memories of those days. Dick was the consummate conservative old style banker and he 
ran a very tight ship – but we still managed to have a bit of fun. Dick and I remained in 
contact for the rest of his life. 
Albert Orszaczky writes: I was saddened to hear the news of Dick’s death following his 
unfortunate poor health of late.  He was Manager at Pitt & Hunter Streets branch during 
my term there as Departmental Head in the early 1980s, immediately prior to my transfer 
to Canberra City branch. I remember Dick as being a true gentleman and an inspirational 
and highly professional banker, who was well respected by all who worked with him.  I 
recall him often referring to the branch as “the flagship of the ANZ Bank”, and what a tight 
ship it was with many fine, dedicated crew members on board during my time.  He will be 
sadly missed by all, including his ANZROC colleagues. 
John Nicholson writes: The news about the passing of our old and dear friend Dick 
Hughes was not completely unexpected but still very sad. Dick was a Banker of the old 
school and had a very successful banking career including his time with Bankcard, a stint 
in London Office and opening the Bank’s Representative Office in China which was a 
difficult and demanding time for both Dick and Margaret. Also, being Manager of Pitt and 
Hunter Streets, Sydney branch was a major achievement and carried out with Dick’s 
usual efficiency. Dick will be greatly missed as demonstrated by the number at his funeral. 
    --------------------------------------- 
Of Chris Atwell: 
Angelo Briganti writes: Very sad to get this news. Having worked with Chris at 
S(P&H) and in North America,  I am grateful  for having  experienced his  Mateship  and 
professional work  engagement. 
We only mentioned him recently at one of our ANZROC meetings.  Wish we could have 
had some contact following his repatriation to Australia. VALE: Chris Atwell. 
Ron Miller writes: I am extremely sorry to hear that Chris has passed away. He was a 
fine Banker and a true gentleman. Please convey my condolences to Barbara, Lisa and 
Andrew and their families. 
    ------------------------------------------- 
From Jenny Maher (nee Bowmer) 
 I am Noel Bowmer’s daughter Jenny.  After 48 years in the family home at Ryde dad 
has now relocated to live with me and my family in Baulkham Hills.  Dad has made me 
very proud of how he has managed to look after the family home of which many ANZ 
ladies functions (fashion parades and luncheons) and family gatherings were hosted by 
my late mum before her passing nearly 3 years ago.  As a child I have fond memories of 
many ANZ activities and the friendships that dad and mum made over being active ANZ 
staff and wives (some friendships over 50 years duration to date) had some still over 50 
years in.  
Unfortunately of late the home is too big and too much for dad so he is now enjoying 
quality time with myself, my husband, our 4 adult children and our grandson.  I am proud 
to be able to support dad in his new journey.  His health does not unfortunately allow for 
him to get to the Retired Officers Meetings to which he has enjoyed many years of 
attendance.  



Maybe his health will improve and we can get him to one in the near future, but mobility is 
getting harder for dad these days.  I am also very proud we have retained dad’s car with 
the notable number plates ESA029 for those that were around in the ESANDA days.  I 
know he would like to wish everyone the best and thank you for friendships.  We look 
forward to looking after dad and enjoying his time with us. 
  ******************************************************************** 

             ANZ Platinum Credit Card Account Changes for Staff 
Many of our members have received advice from Mr Karl Hoffman GM Credit Cards and 
Personal Banking (no return address supplied) but assume this issued out of Melbourne 
Office. The letter in part talks of increased annual fee to $87.00 p.a. and interest rate 
increase from 9.87% p.a. to 19.74% p.a. Strong representation has been made via 
Thomas Walker (Manager Staff Club and our liaison point for banking issues) for a 
reconsideration of this change or a suitable alternative where staff benefits continue to 
apply.  We will keep you informed of the outcome of our inquiry. 

   _________________________________ 
 

Wife to husband:   You told me you'd spend your whole life trying to make me happy.     
 Husband to wife:   I didn't expect to live this long!  

     ............................  

Kevin O’Connell writes (in part): Thanks for the most enjoyable Newsletter each month. I 
appreciate the work our Committee puts in to keep the Club going. I would love to be on 
Ann’s Tours, but have not yet been able to dove-tail the dates! I have a number of old ANZ 
Chequerboard editions ranging through 1958,1966,1967 and ’68, (especially sporting news 
and when in Suva, Fiji) kept to show the grandkids how I used to look. 
 (Kevin: That’s what I want!!  We will be in Coffs sometime later this year...and would  

   love to scan some of those editions. Thanks for the letter!! Ed.)  
   ------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Anna Carniato writes: 
Thank you so much, a great newsletter. I love all the historical stories, such a wealth of knowledge 

and glad that you keep it alive, especially loved Betty’s story. Amazing! Well done!!! 

And thanks to you Anna, Ed. 
  ------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
  Following on the Good Old Times theme....and Peter Goermans’’ search for photos of those OLD 

Uniforms (see his article a little further on), Colleen Murray Moran has consented to these 

clippings being included in our Newsletter, as has Ann Randall-Smith Morgan to the photo. Many 

more “Female Officers”, in their own way, carried on the fine tradition created by Betty Gemmell in 

Banking back in the early 1940’s and 50’s and 60’s....Ed. 

 



JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 
Allan AYLWARD 29/07  Graham DOWLING 22/07  Shelby MILLS 14/07 
Barry  BOOTH 28/07  Alan EDMONDS 27/07  Steve MITCHELL 24/07 
Colin BREWER 03/07  Elizabeth GAUL 04/07  Colleen MORAN 08/07 

Angelo Angel Angelo BRIGANTI 07/07  Ray GREENWAY 11/07  John NALDER 09/07 
John  BURKE 25/07  Geoff HAMILTON 05/07  Terry O'ROURKE 31/07 
Tony CARTER 16/07  Wal HARDY 12/07  Bob PARSONS 08/07 
Polly CHING 06/07  Barry HARRIS 17/07  Tony RORHAN 29/07 
Barry COGLE 04/07  Bill HURWORTH 01/07  Graeme RUDD 14/07 
Ross CONSIDINE 07/07  Paul JACKA 07/07  John RYAN 15/07 
Paul CROWE 17/07  Roland LUKE 30/07  Max WATT 21/07 
Steve CUNNEEN 25/07  Brian MANUEL 16/07  Neil WESTACOTT 12/07 
Brian DAVIS 30/7  Lindsay McFADYEN 10/07  Brian WHITE 19/07 

THE “HONS”     
Trevor ADAMS 19/07 
Ian AULD 26/07 
Ray  BALL 14/07 
Kevin CAISLEY 24/07 
Bruce DICKINSON 02/07 
Roger HICKMAN 22/07 
Aub HYNDES 04/07 
Rod KAY 22/07 
Leo McCULKIN 12/07 
Val McVINISH 16/07 
Norm MOON 15/07 
Dan  MORIARTY 10/07 
Neil MURRAY 04/07 
John READING 16/07 
David SCHULZ 30/07 
Tony THOMPSON 28/07 
Harold TILLEY 14/07 
Reg TUXFORD 03/07 

 

Congratulations to Aub HYNDES, Norm MOON, David SCHULZ, Tony THOMPSON, & 

Harold TILLEY on joining the ‘HONS’ this month  

  ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

          Dates for Your Diary! 
 

17th July 2017 Monthly Luncheon at the CTA Club, Martin Place. Gather at 11:30 am for 
a 12:45 pm start to the meal. All members are welcome. Bookings are not required. 
President Graeme adds: 
To all our City members & country members who can make it. If you have not been to a 

luncheon for a while please come along and enjoy great company, reminisce about the good 
old times when a Bank was Bank. City members, if you know of a member who has not been 
to a luncheon for a while please give them a ring and invite them along. Let’s make the July 
luncheon one to remember. 

 
28th July 2017 Canberra are holding a Christmas in July function at our usual venue, the 

Austrian Australian Club in Mawson. RSVP Albert Orszaczky phone: 6231 6198,email: 
orszo@bigpond.com or Bob Dyer phone: 6231 2371, email: rdyer@bigpond.net.au John 
Lucas phone: 6293 2532 or jandklucas@bigpond.com 

 
 
 

mailto:orszo@bigpond.com
mailto:rdyer@bigpond.net.au
mailto:cas@bigpond.com


9th August 2017 Tentative date set for our Partners’ and Friends’ Lunch at the TAFE at 
Ultimo, further details in early course. 
 
12th August 2017 Wagga Wagga Luncheon at RSL Wagga Wagga 
 
30th October 2017 Tour of the Brisbane Waters with a 1.5 hour ferry trip and a lunch at 

Davistown RSL. The Ferry leaves Woy Woy at 10:15 am and cost will be $tba. Contact Ann 
Morgan at aamorgan@bigpond.net.au or phone 9970 8668. 
 
9th November 2017 (Thursday) Coffs Harbour Annual Dinner will be held at Coffs Harbour 

Golf Club. Meeting at 11.30 am for pre luncheon drinks, some provided by ANZROC (NSW) 
together with some wine on the tables. Lunch to be ordered on arrival (same as last year) and 
paid for by members and partners and will be served at 1pm. Cost will be approx. $20 per 
head. Contact Bob Primmer on 02 6652 7130 or Email bobprimmer6@gmail.com with names 
to be advised by 31 October 2017. 
 
16th November 2017 Newcastle Luncheon at Cardiff RSL again with details closer to the 

event. 
 
16th November 2017 Far North Coast ROC Christmas lunch is set down for Thursday at 

the RSL bowls club Ballina, contact is Brian Rawle 02 66876286 or elwar@bigpond.com 
 

2nd December 2017 Wagga Wagga Christmas Luncheon at RSL 
 
11th December 2017 Christmas Cocktail Function at ANZ 242 Pitt St Sydney 
 
 15th December 2017 Canberra are holding a Christmas Dinner at the Royal Canberra Golf 

Club, Yarralumla. RSVP Albert Orszaczky phone: 6231 6198,email: orszo@bigpond.com or 
Bob Dyer phone: 6231 2371, email: rdyer@bigpond.net.au John Lucas phone: 6293 2532, 
email: jandklu cas@bigpond.com. 
 

                        OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO  

  
SOCIAL NOTES: 
Following is a brief report on the recent (25/5/17) Newcastle Lunch. 

From Jim Richardson:  
A very good attendance of 42 enjoyed the Newcastle half year lunch. All were welcomed by the 
Newcastle Chapter President, Ron Welsh OAM who extended a special welcome to first time 
member Alan Willoughby and his wife Sue and also John Freedman OAM. Those not seen for a 
while included Ken Byatt and Noel and Betty Cook.  
Ron also thanked Cheryl and Jim Richardson for making all the arrangements for the very happy 
meeting and invited State ANZ ROC President Graeme Bool to address the meeting. Graeme briefly 
detailed recent changes to the Sydney luncheon functions, the bank’s continuing support and said 
how pleased they were to visit Newcastle again and how enjoyable the local get togethers are. 
 
There were 20 apologies and a report was given by Jim Richardson. Ken Dighton reported on Wal 
Hardy who is a regular at the function and that Wal was back at home after a short stay in hospital. 
To all those who are not enjoying good health we wish them a speedy recovery. 
 
The Newcastle pre- Christmas lunch will be held at Cardiff RSL Club on Thursday 16th November, 
2017. Watch the Newsletter for further details closer to the event. 

 
Sydney Town Hall Tour 6th Jun 2017 
Our tour of the Sydney Town Hall was interesting and enjoyable with a very knowledgeable 
guide and a truly amazing building. It was well worth the effort and as always our thanks 
again go to Ann Morgan who was the prime mover in setting up the day. Another success 
thanks Ann, great job. Photos are on the blog site for those who wish to view them. 
Our guide Kieran Tonge was awarded an OAM in the honours list this year and the citation 
may be of interest to those who attended the Town Hall Tour. Certainly explains his 
encyclopaedic knowledge of the Town Hall.  (continued overleaf) 
 

mailto:aamorgan@bigpond.net.au
mailto:bobprimmer6@gmail.com
mailto:elwar@bigpond.com
mailto:orszo@bigpond.com
mailto:rdyer@bigpond.net.au
mailto:cas@bigpond.com


 
Mr Kieran John TONGE, for service to the community.  
 Service includes:   President,Friends of Sydney Town Hall, since 2002.  
 Founding Member, since 1985. 
Member, Sydney-Nagoya Sister City Committee, since early 1980s; Nagoya Festival Guide, 
annually since 2000.  
Honorary Treasurer, Sydney-Portsmouth Sister City Committee, since 2010.  
Member, Bulli Rotary, 2010-2016. Honorary Secretary/Treasurer, Sydney City Council and 
South Sydney Council ExServicemen and Retirees Committees, since 1986.   Honorary 
Returning Officer, for the following organisations since circa 1980-1990: The Sydney Credit 
Union. The Sydney Catholic Club. Bulli Workers Club. 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
   

      Don't worry about avoiding temptation.  As you grow older, it will avoid you! 
                

 
    ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 Send me SOMETHING!!!  

Thus spake our editor in a recent Newsletter, after having resorted to telling 
jokes to fill the pages. Well, the third exclamation mark got me started to jot 
down some of my memories of my employment with the ANZ Bank which, 
despite its shortness, had been a hugely important milestone in my life and 
I will always be grateful to the late Mr Robert Reid, the then manager of the 
ANZ Bank in Canberra, who hired me as a youngster, fresh off the boat 
from Europe, and gave me the chance of a new start in a new country. 
 

    

And, of course, the Bank's social life and the team spirit, together with living 
in a boarding-house full of other "Bank Johnnies", left me with many 
memories which I indulged in on my Barton House webpage. 

Working for the ANZ Bank allowed me to not only learn good, almost 
expletive-free English and mix with people a cut above the rest but it also 
introduced me to Australian commercial practices which would stand me in 
good stead as I worked my way through a correspondence course in 
accountancy with the then Hemingway Robertson Institute.  

     

http://riverbendnelligen.com/bartonhouse.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Victor_Robertson
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-UAsFtJq99_E/VbhHrE21G8I/AAAAAAAAW0o/8cnaiLoehHA/s1600/anz.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_K_EfmsBCTss/TOWkQPDAavI/AAAAAAAACok/qv7bzZ8J70A/s1600/anztie.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-hm7cdce5m74/UwBJDa7DbcI/AAAAAAAAS_o/WvSf0o_2ZQk/s1600/anz2.jpg


 

"Once you withdraw, you lose all your interest!" That's what my immediate 
boss, John Burke, jokingly used to tell me! He was the head-ledger keeper 
at the ANZ Bank in Canberra Civic during my first two years as ledger 
keeper from 1965 to 1967. He was again my boss as accountant of the 
Kingston A.C.T. branch where I worked as a teller for another nine months 
or so after I had come back from South Africa.   Below:Our Blog Master in 1969 Kingston ACT 

branch, and a modern Proof Machine. 

 

No computers, electronic calculators, or even electric adding machines! 
Remember when it was 'all hands on deck to 'do the decimals', i.e. calculating the 
interest on savings and loan accounts. And you needed a strong pair of hands to 
shake a sorting tray full of coins. Rolling those coins into tightly-wrapped tubes 
also took some learning. And what about pistol practice? Not that we ever fired a 
shot in anger! That small pistol in the teller's drawer and the red trip lever on the 
floor that would set off the alarm were our only defence against a hold-up. 

Once a day one of us juniors would trot off to the Reserve Bank on Canberra's 
London Circuit to exchange cheques with the other banks. It was a much sought-
after job as some of the exchange clerks from the other banks were of the female 
variety. 

For us ledger keepers - Kevin Sloan, John Julian, Jeff Bowdie, and yours truly - 
the race was on every morning to extract as quickly as possible our customers' 
overdraft balances and report them on blue O/D Cards to the Assistant Manager, 
Mr Bradford, who would then decide which to pass and which to do the dirty deed 
on. Back in those days a dishonoured cheque was a disgrace - well, to some; 
others were daring enough to attempt to 'fly a kite' - and a customer's cheque was 
'bounced' for all sorts of other reasons first - Endorsement Required; Signature 
Unlike Specimen Held; Amounts in Words and Figures Differ; Post-dated - before 
his lack of funds was disclosed with a gentle "Present Again" or the more abrupt 
and final "Refer to Drawer".  

Female bank staff were demurely dressed in dark-blue smocks with detachable 
collars and an ANZ brooch fastened to the lapel. The absence of either resulted in 
a severe reprimand from the manager. As did swearing: Kay Atkinson once 
exclaimed, "Strewth!" Within minutes the phone rang and the manager wanted to 
know who had uttered such profanity. 

Back then banks still bothered with small-time banking: we regularly visited 

schools and encouraged kids to deposit their play money into savings accounts.  

http://athomeatriverbend.blogspot.com.au/2010/11/once-you-withdraw-you-lose-all-your.html
http://athomeatriverbend.blogspot.com.au/2015/06/flying-kite.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-uTV9lpTsisc/Vbhl7br_xDI/AAAAAAAAW04/STeESkwCdtE/s1600/proofmachine.jpg


And we offered a variety of Special Purpose savings accounts: for holidays, for 

education, and, of course, for the eventual home purchase.  

No bank in those days gave out home loans to customers who had not been 

diligent savers over several years!  

The ANZ Bank also encouraged its customers to save for Christmas with their 

Christmas Club coupon book. The customer then waited until early December 

before he was sent his final balance, plus interest, in a cheque. Some customers 

couldn't wait that long. They were given the third degree by the manager who 

demanded that they put their reason for an early withdrawal in writing. Once 

reluctantly approved, they were given back their money but without any interest - 

remember John Burke's "once you withdraw, you lose all your interest"? 

Speaking of third degree, woe betide you if, as a teller, you were short of money 

at the end of the day. All that grovelling and letter-writing to the State Manager 

who eventually, after you had started paying off the shortage from your meagre 

salary of forty-quid-a-fortnight (Lucky lad Peter...mine was Five pounds ten and 

sixpence a week! Ed.) or whatever, graciously forgave you the rest. And I will 

always remember that small cheque I had sent to the Bankers' Association to pay 

my union dues. They had taken so long to cash it that I'd totally forgotten about it. 

When it finally came in, the balance in my account was less than the stamp duty 

on the cheque.  More grovelling and more letter-writing to avoid being given the 

sack!  

 Do banks these days still have an Opinion Clerk? I was one for a while, which 

was probably the only time when the ANZ Bank gave out opinions in a heavy 

German accent. My favourite one was 'Possessed of assets' (which in the 

vernacular meant "filthy rich") which I knew I would never achieve on my paltry 

bank salary (my penurious situation was best captured by the bank opinion 

'Financial position unknown' aka "flat broke"), so I left the bank again at the end 

of 1969 to seek my fortunes elsewhere. But I still have my old Bank tie and many 

happy memories and, yes, I am now 'Possessed of assets' but rapidly running out 

of time to spend them all. Unless, of course, it is true what they say: that old 

bankers never die; they just want to be a loan! 
     My thanks to Peter Goerman for responding to my plea! My apologies to him for a little editing.     
   ......................................................................................  

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS 
While the Secretary sends out a notification that the newsletter is available on the 
blog site, if when you are next on the site http://anzroc.blogspot.com.au/ you drill 
down to the bottom of the front page you will find a “subscription” tab. If you opt to 
subscribe by selecting this box you will receive an authentication message from the 
subscription administrator. As long as you confirm at that point that you wish to 
subscribe, you will receive your newsletter automatically on the day it is posted to the 
blog site. Also, any other posts such as photographs added through the month will 
be forwarded automatically. Notification will still issue from the Secretary, but you will 
no longer need to await the notification for newsletter access.   
   ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Again, my thanks to Reg and the other Contributors to this edition. 
                     Thanks for reading the News!! Ed. 
   --------------------------------------------- 
 
As I have grown older, I've learned that pleasing everybody is impossible, but     
 that annoying everyone is a piece of cake.    

http://anzroc.blogspot.com.au/

