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     Welcome to our July 2015 NEWSLETTER  
anzroc.blogspot.com.au   

 

SECRETARYS’ REPORT 
Our Monthly Luncheon on 20th July 2015 attracted 55 members. 
Vice President Graeme Bool welcomed all, including not seen for a while,  

    Kevin Caisley.  Graeme’s welcome was followed by the Loyal Toast.  
 
Apologies 
 
John Ball, Noel Bowmer, Ron Hargrave, Paul Jacka, Alistair Johnston, Stuart Kitching, Brian Liebert, Clive 
Neutze, Phil Newsome, Jim Richardson and Geoff Taylor. 
 
TREASURERS REPORT 
 

Treasurer Mike reported on last months’ income and expenditure, and advised that we are in a financially 
sound position. 
            
BIRTHDAY WISHES 
 

Birthday wishes were extended by VP Phil Cohen to attendees:  
Kevin Caisley, Wal Hardy, Rodney Kay (Our new Honorary member), Jim Nicholson and Brian White. 
    *******************************************    

 Aussie Social Etiquette Tip 

 

When decanting wine from the cask, tilt the paper cup so as not to bruise the wine 
         …..butwaitthereismore……. 

 

About the Irish patient who hobbled into the Surgery waiting room.  "I hope to God the doctor finds    
something wrong with me because I'd hate to feel like this if I was well!" 
 
    *********************************************************** 
 

SOCIAL NOTES: 
Canberra mid-year gathering was held on 17th July 2015 and was attended by 25 members and 
partners.  A good social night was had by all. The next gathering is scheduled for 18th December 
2015 . Please pop it in your Diary, and watch for further details here and on the ANZROC (NSW) 
Blog site soon. 
 
Our next Monthly Luncheon: 
Please join us at the CTA Martin Place on Monday  17th August,   commencing at 11:45am for     
   12.45pm. We will make you very welcome!! 
 

http://anzroc.blogspot.com.au/
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July 2015 WELFARE REPORT:     Ken Dighton – Welfare Officer      
        

Sick List: 
Ray Brennan – now at home after time in hospital for extensive surgery. Best wishes Ray for a complete recovery. 
Noel Bowmer – he spent some more time in hospital recently but has returned home. Good wishes Noel. 
I made contact with the following people who enjoy the esteemed title of Honorary Member to check up on them 
in their birthday month and to extend good wishes:  

 Trevor Adams (83) – Fit and well – still enjoying a regular game of tennis. 

 Ian Auld (83) –he has recovered quite well from his problems last year and is enjoying life at the ARV Castle 
Hill (with the occasional Happy Hour!!). He also enjoys his golf at least once a week.  

 Ray Ball (87) – going along well. No major health problems. 

 Continued over the page…… 

 Kevin Caisley (83) – Still “no ills and no pills”, in fact he is very well. Kevin continues to spend quite a bit of time 
cattle farming up Lismore way. Nice to catch up with Kevin at lunch today. 

 Bruce Dickinson (81) – email from Bruce:  “while I am wearing out a bit I am still on the golf course although my 
game has slipped like Tiger Woods but not for the same reason!!”  Enjoying life on the Sunshine Coast. 

 Roger Hickman (85) – Roger said he has settled nicely into the ARV and he is well. He is golfing regularly 
(usually with Ian Auld), and he was recently successful in getting his driver licence renewed for two years. 

 Neil Murray (81) – his health is good and he continues to involve himself in community activities, for which he 
(and his wife) received formal recognition on Australia Day. 

 Jim Nicholson (94) – still going strong but inconvenienced a bit by macular degeneration. Very nice to see Jim 
at lunch again this month. 

 John Reading (84) – email from John to say that he won’t be down in Sydney for a while. He seemed to be in 
good form when he joined us for lunch a couple of months ago. 

 Reg Tuxford (89) – Reg said he is dealing with double vision at the moment but on the whole he’s quite well. 
He still enjoys a short game of golf each week and also plays lawn bowls. 

 Rodney Kay (80) – he has an ongoing issue with his back, but otherwise he’s OK. Rodney is a regular at our 
lunch meetings and today is no exception. 

 Dan Moriarty (80) – he is in pretty good shape. He had a nice birthday lunch at Toronto Yacht Club and will 
carry on the celebrations with his family and friends soon after the special day. 

 
 I was not able to make contact with Barbara Omond nor with Leo McCulkin. 
 

         Bestwishesbestwishesbestwishes 
 

 "Your glass is empty O'Flaherty, will you be having another?" 
"And why would I be wanting two empty glasses?" replied O'Flaherty. (Use your best Irish accent.)    

    ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 The Heritage Train adventure is over, and all those aboard had a great time. 
     

 
Ken Keen and Denis Lickley soaking up the Aussie bush ( and the warm carriage) on board the Cockatoo Run. 
             ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
            Him: “Well Dear, When I pass, I am going to leave everything to you!”       

 Her: “So what!! You already do!!!” 
 
 

 Annie made me pop this in. Thanks Mr Dighton! 
 



3 

  

 

1st September 2015 
Patron’s Luncheon at 242 Pitt Street Sydney hosted by our patron the Hon. Warwick Smith 

Names to Secreary Reg or M4GT Ann really quickly. All but sold out!!!! 
 

8th September 2015 
Will see our annual Partners and Friends Annual Lunch at The Apprentice Restaurant Building E, 
Level 7, 731-695 Harris Street, Ultimo NSW 2007.Again, we have just a few spots available for this 
popular Luncheon event, as above, get your names in very quickly!   
 
Monday 19th October 
S(P&H) Reunion at the CTA Martin Place in conjunction with our regular Luncheon. Please contact Heather 
Riach 02 9181 3640 or hriach@optusnet.com.au , Denis Lickley 02 9874 1986 or Barry Smith 02 9948 5037 
to let them know you want to be there.  Our Secretary Reg can take names too!!  
Also seeking Jack Moy, Mike Ellesmore, John Cameron, and Steve Noble. Can anyone help! 
 
29th October, 2015.  
Newcastle Chapter pre Christmas function at Cardiff RSL Club. Great gathering, stay tuned for details. 

 
7th December 2015 
Our special Event of the year, the Christmas Cocktail Gathering at ANZ Centre, 242 Pitt 
Street.. Your Committee is very pleased to advise that our Chair, David Gonski, will share 
his thoughts with us again this year.  Names to Reg or Ann asap 

 

12th December 2015  
Wagga Wagga Chapters’ Annual Christmas Function: RSL Wagga Wagga at 12:00 noon. Kevin Cameron is 
again co-ordinating the event.     Contact  Kevin on 02 6922 4575 or at Jannette.cameron@bigpond.com.au 
 
BEREAVEMENTS 

Helen Bennett (the widow of Gordon Bennett who passed away in 2010) of Nundah Qld passed away on 
20th June 2015. Helen was the mother & mother in law of Ian (Dec) and Gayle, Graham & Julie, Brian & 
Jenny, Andrew & Julie and Scott. Her funeral is to be held at Clayfield Uniting Church Queensland on 26th 
June 2015 at 11:00 am. Helen's son Graham Bennett resides at 8/56 Kersley Rd Kenmore 4069 should any 
one wish to forward their condolences. 
 
Bruce Grimison aged 93 on Saturday 11th July after a long illness. Late of Nowra, Berry and western 
NSW.Beloved husband of the late Isabel, and dearly loved father and father-in-law of Norma and Frank 
Weatherill, Elaine and Kevyn Davis, Ross William Grimison (dec), Judith and Graeme Cord. Devoted Pa to 
his grandchildren and great grandchildren. (Elaine is a current member of ANZROC having worked in the 
ANZ in the 1960's and 70's. 
Bruce's funeral service will be at the Presbyterian Church NOWRA at 3 Kinghorne st NOWRA NSW 
today, Monday 20th July at 1pm. 
 
Kate Harvey of Richmond NSW the widow of the late Eric Harvey. Full details not yet available. 
 
Graham Hoskin passed away after a long illness on 20th June 2015. His funeral was held at the St Albans 
Anglican Church Epping on 25th July 2015. Graham was survived by his wife Val and daughters Leigh and 
Jenelle. 
 
Mike Osten passed away Sunday 19th July, his funeral Service will be next Friday 24th July at 11.30am. It 
will be at the Forest Lawn Cemetery, Leppington in the South Chapel followed by a burial in the adjoining 
grounds. 
 
A period of silence was observed in their memory. 
   

mailto:hriach@optusnet.com.au
mailto:Jannette.cameron@bigpond.com.au
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 
Marilynne ATTEWELL 2nd Ray HAWKES 27th Gary O'MEARA 24th 
Verlie BEHLEVANAS 1st Garry HEIRON 15th Graham PELLEY 31st 
Albert BEN MAYOR 24th Ken JOHNSTON 17th Graham POPE 24th 
John BURG 28th David JONES 5th Jamie ROBERTS 18th 
Betty BURWOOD 16th Ron KENNEDY 9th Stephen SARGENT 8th 
Peter CHIRAUX 24th Graham LLOYD 13th Ron SKEEN 5th 
John COX 10th Warwick LYONS 27th Frank SLADE 22nd 

Keith CRAWFORD 25th John MACKENZIE 29th John F SMITH 16th 
Roy CRAWFORD 16th Gary  MASON 20th Wayne SMITH 29th 
Robyn DAY 9th Sandra McCALL 26th Bruce STEVENS 27th 
Mal DONALD 18th Chris MIRANA 8th Colin  STONER 27th 
Geoff DUCK 16th Kevin  NELSON 4th Phil TIMMS 29th 
Vic EAST 17th    Margaret WRIGHT 31st 
Roy  EASTON 12th       
Wayne FABRICATO 24th       
 

 
 
THE “HONS” 
       

Ron BOOTH 12th 
Alan BROWN 15th 
Gary BROWN 15th 
Allen BURRIDGE 26th 
Bill CHAPMAN 10th 
Bob CUNNINGHAM 29th 
Carl FLEMING 29th 
Keith JOHNSON 16th 
Ian McLACHLAN 5th 
Keith NUNN 25th 
 
    Happybirthdayhappybirthdayhappybirthdaytoyouall 

 
 

Slightly Off Joke of the Week……              

 
Two young boys walked into a pharmacy one day, picked out a box of sanitary napkins, 
and proceeded to the checkout counter. 
The pharmacist at the counter asked the older boy, "Son, how old are you?” 
 “Eight”, the boy replied. 
The man continued, “Do you know what these are used for?” 
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The boy replied, “Not exactly, but they aren't for me. They're for him. He's my brother. He's 
four." 
"Oh, really?" the pharmacist replied with a grin. 
"Yes." the boy said. "We saw on TV that if you use these, you would be able to swim, play 
tennis and ride a bike. Right now, he can't do none of that.” 

   
    ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

AUGUST LUNCHEON NOTICE 
Our next Lunch will be at our usual and very convenient venue, the CTA Club, Martin Place, 
Sydney, on Monday 17th, 2015. 
Pre Lunch drinks are enjoyed from 11.45am, and we sit down for Lunch at 12.45 pm. 
Please come along, catch up with folk you have not seen for ages and grab a laugh.  
You will enjoy the lunch, and the post  lunch discussion group. Try it, you will like it! 
 

Where Are They Now???? 
Pat Walsh of Jamberoo still wants to know if anyone is aware of contact details for Andy Mitchell 
who worked for the ES&A in the late late sixties spent some time in the ACT and resigned from 
Goulburn in the late seventies. Can anybody assist???? 
    ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Extracts from Letters Received…… 

Of Graham Hoskin  
Terry Auld writes: “Very sad news.Graham & I were Senior Managers together at Sydney North West Zone 
when he retired & Ian Tredinnick took over.One of Natures Gentleman.” 
Gary Mason writes: “Graham was Manager 275 George Street when I first went to Sydney in 1985. I 
enjoyed working with him – he impressed as an upright gentleman and a very solid banker.” 
Irene Norris writes: “So sad to receive this message. Thoughts and prayers are with Val and family.” 
 

Of  Reg Bate: Ruby Bate wrote to thank the club for their condolences and gave special mention to 

Mike Cunneen for “being there for him”. 
 

Of Bruce Grimison,  daughter Elaine writes:   Please accept our Thank you for your condolences at this time 

and dad had all notes prepared...I have just had to edit for his service..all done in the last couple of months ..a 

real blessing as he was a RAAF Medical Sargent during WW11.   
       
On the Kangeroo Valley Agency: 
 
From Catherine Pietracci: 
The ES&A branch in your picture is the Fudge Shop in Kangaroo Valley. I was there last weekend, and 
stood across the street from the shop and noticed the signage at the top. Your picture is missing the first row 
of the sign. 
Thanks for all your work on the newsletter- I love to read it every month. Say hi to everyone at the next 
meeting/lunch- I wish I could see you all more often but unfortunately, I am still working fulltime. Hopefully 
my financial advisor, or the Lotto office, can sort that out soon! 

And later Catherine wrote -   I never worked there of course, but I do know the pub across the road quite 
well!   Cheers! 

From Mike Prance: 
I noticed the comment “ what was the Bank doing here “  
Nowra branch had an agency at Kangaroo Valley in that building, from memory twice a week … 
for one hour …  
I had the privilege of attending every now and then to meet the Valley folk and ‘escape from the 
branch. 
Regrettably it was closed during my term as branch Manager. 
 
(Thanks for the comments Mike, Catherine, and to others who responded – Ed.). 
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        Foreign Financial Affairs……. 

 
   

The Wide Brown Land 
  
"Australia is a very confusing place, taking up a large amount of the  
 bottom half of the planet. It is recognizable from orbit because of  
 many unusual features, including what at first looks like an enormous  
 bite taken out of its southern edge; a wall of sheer cliffs   
 which plunge into the girting sea.  
 Geologists assure us that this is  simply an accident of geomorphology, but they  
 still call it the "Great  Australian Bight", proving that not only are they covering up  
 a more  frightening theory but they can't spell either. 
 
The first of the confusing things about Australia is where other land masses and sovereign lands 
are classified as continent, island or country, Australia is considered all three.  
 
 The second confusing thing about Australia is the animals. They can be  
 divided into three categories: Poisonous, Odd, and Sheep. It is true  
 that of the 10 most poisonous arachnids on the planet, Australia has 9  
 of them. Actually, it would be more accurate to say that of the 9 most  
 poisonous arachnids, Australia has all of them. However, there are few  
 snakes, possibly because the spiders have killed them all yet ... 
 But even the spiders won't go near the sea. Any visitors should be  
 careful to check inside boots (before putting them on), under toilet  
 seats (before sitting down) and generally everywhere else. A stick is  
 very useful for this task. 
 
The last confusing thing about Australia is the inhabitants. 
And the fact that they always carry a stick 
 
 A short history: Sometime around 40,000 years ago some people arrived  
 in boats from the north. They ate all the available food, and a lot of  
 them died. The ones who survived learned respect for the balance of  
 nature, man's proper place in the scheme of things, and spiders. They  
 settled in and spent a lot of the intervening time telling strange  stories. 
 Then, around 200 years ago, Europeans arrived in boats from the north.  
 
 More accurately, European convicts were sent, with a few deranged  
 people in charge. They tried to plant their crops in autumn (failing to  
 take account of the reversal of the seasons), ate all their food, and a lot of them died. 
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And they did NOT carry a stick. 
 About then the sheep arrived, and have been treasured ever since. It is  
 interesting to note here that the Europeans always consider themselves  
 vastly superior to any other race they encounter, since they can lie,  
 cheat, steal and litigate (marks of a civilised culture they say),  
 whereas all the Aboriginals can do is happily survive being left in the  
 middle of a vast red-hot desert, equipped with a stick. 
 Eventually, the new lot of people stopped being Europeans on 'extended  
holiday' and became Australians. The changes are subtle, but deep,  
 caused by the mind-stretching expanses of nothingness and eerie quiet,  
 where a person can sit perfectly still and look deep inside themselves  
 to the core of their essence, their reasons for being, and the  
 necessity of checking inside their boots every morning for fatal  
 surprises. They also picked up the most finely tuned sense of irony in   
 the world, and the Aboriginal gift for making up stories. Be warned. 
 
 There is also the matter of the beaches. Australian beaches are simply  
 the nicest and best in the world, although anyone actually venturing  
 into the sea will have to contend with sharks, stinging jellyfish,  
 stonefish (a fish which sits on the bottom of the sea, pretends to be a  
 rock and has venomous barbs sticking out of its back that will kill  
 just from the pain) and surfboarders. However, watching a beach sunset  
 is worth the risk.  
As a result of all this hardship, dirt, thirst and wombats, you would  
 expect Australians to be a dour lot. Instead, they are genial, jolly,  
 cheerful and always willing to share a kind word with a stranger. 
 
 Faced with insurmountable odds and impossible problems, they smile  
 disarmingly and look for a stick. Major engineering feats have been  
 performed with sheets of corrugated iron, string and mud. 
 Alone of all the races on earth, they seem to be free from the 'Grass  
 is greener on the other side of the fence' syndrome, and roundly  
proclaim that Australia is, in fact, the other side of that fence. 
 
 
 
HOW TO IDENTIFY AUSTRALIANS 
 
 They waddle when they walk due to the 53 expired petrol discount  
 vouchers stuffed in their wallet or purse. 
 They pronounce Melbourne as "Mel-bin". 
 They think it makes perfect sense to decorate highways with large  
 fiberglass bananas, prawns and sheep. 
 They think "Woolloomooloo" is a perfectly reasonable name for a place,  
 that "Wagga Wagga" can be abbreviated to "Wagga", but "Woy Woy" can't  
 be called "Woy". 
 Their hamburgers will contain beetroot. Apparently it's a must-have. 
 They don't think it's summer until the steering wheel is too hot to  
 handle. 
 They believe that all train timetables are works of fiction.   
 And they all carry a stick! 
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TIPS TO SURVIVING AUSTRALIA 
 
 Don't ever put your hand down a hole for any reason WHATSOEVER. 
 The beer is stronger than you think, regardless of how strong you think it is. 
  Always carry a stick. 
 Air-conditioning is imperative. 
 Do not attempt to use Australian slang unless you are a trained  
 linguist and extremely good in a fist fight. 
 Wear thick socks. 
 Take good maps. Stopping to ask directions only works when there are  
 people nearby. 
 If you leave the urban areas, carry several litres of water with you at  
 all times, or you will die. And don't forget a stick. 
Even in the most embellished stories told by Australians, there is  
always a core of truth that it is unwise to ignore. 
 
With Thanks to the Late Douglas Adams of "Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" fame. 
 
Editors Note: If you do not send me stuff to share with all our Members., I shall continue to 
put articles like that above  in the Newsletter. If you want me to stop, send me something!! 
 
 
              ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 
Late Final Extra! “Doc” Wilson Memorial Bowls Day.. 

… will be held at Club Umina on Wednesday 11th November. 
Let us all make the effort to be there, remember Doc., and have a great day. 
     Details to follow…… 
 
          ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 
Just in from Secretary Reg: 
 
Regret to advise the passing of Ray Manning of Valentine NSW on 22 July 2015. Ray’s funeral will be held 
at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, The Junction (Newcastle) next Thursday 30th July, 2015 at 10.30am. Ray 
had a heart attack from which he did not recover. 
 
    ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 
 
‘Til next month…thanks for reading the News….stay Well and keep Smiling!!!!! 
 


