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     Welcome to our February 2016 NEWSLETTER  
anzroc.blogspot.com.au   

 

SECRETARYS’ REPORT : 
Today’s gathering attracted 53 members and President Phil welcomed all, including the following members 
not seen for a while, John Mackenzie, Wal Pendleton, Jamie Roberts, and Chris Wheeler. Phil’s welcome 
was followed by the Loyal Toast.  

APOLOGIES:  

John Ball, Peter Bradford, Noel Bowmer, Lyn Conomos, Elaine Davis, Alf Evans, Noel Fox, Paul Jacka, Paul 
Jepson, Ken Keen, Stuart Kitching, Brian Liebert, Peter McCabe, Alf McDermott, Phil Minett, Bob Primmer, 
Doug Richardson, Ian Tredinnick, and David Wright. 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 

Birthday wishes were extended by VP Phil Cohen to: Terry Auld, Graeme Bool, Ken Byatt, Colin Clarke, 
John Farrugia, Bob Janson, Clieve Lennon, John Mitchell, Wal Pendleton and John Tier.    

TREASURERS REPORT  

An Audited Report was made available by Treasurer Mike Cunneen for all in attendance for their perusal 
and comment if applicable. There were no questions for the Treasurer. 

2016 SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE! 

Treasurer Mike reminds all who wish to renew their Membership that 2016 Subs are now due. 

With Thanks  to those members who have already paid!     

If you have not already paid please complete the slip at the end of this newsletter and send it to 
Mike (details above) with $5.00    alternatively  deposit $5.00 with your details into our Bank 

Account. 

WELFARE REPORT    -                                                         Ken Dighton – February 2016  

Sick List: 

 Phil Hitchcock – Phil recently had some surgery to facilitate his undergoing kidney dialysis at home in 
the future. Notwithstanding the inconvenience of the process he is feeling OK and is in good spirits.  

 Alf McDermott – an apology for our meeting today because he’s done some damage to his back. 
Best wishes for a quick recovery Alf. 

 I made contact with the following people, who enjoy the esteemed title of Honorary Member, to 
extend best wishes for their birthdays and the year ahead:  

 Lyle Bessell-Browne (92) – he said “92 not out is a good score”, and it’s true. Lyle continues to enjoy 
life on the northern beaches and is travelling along quite well. 
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 Kevin Bugg (81) – he is well and makes a point of getting plenty of physical exercise. Also, he 
continues to work 2/3 days a week - this is excellent, exercising the brain as well. 

 Les Howell (86) – he is quite well, and he recently spent some time harvesting red wine grapes with 
his daughter who has a property with some vines south of Sydney. Unfortunately Les has had to deal 
with the passing of his wife Tess last year.  

 Ken Keen (89) – Ken said he is doing alright. Over the past 6 months he has taken 16 (!) train trips in 
NSW/ACT/Vic (as far away as Moree and Mildura) courtesy of a Discovery Pass purchased from 
Transport NSW. The passes also extend to Qld and I got the impression that Ken is planning to take a 

few more trips. Well done, I say. He extends his apologies for today’s lunch.  

 Wal Pendleton (91) – Wal said he had a fall last September and broke his hip. Some repairs (a plate 
and screws), some good attention at the Sydney Adventist Hospital, and s ome rehab. have all 

allowed him to recover well. Wal was doing some grouting in the bathroom when I phoned – can’t 
keep a good man down! Great to be able to catch-up with him at lunch today. 

 Peter McCabe (81) – Peter is OK, but due to an appointment with his dentist he won’t be able to 
attend our February lunch meeting (he would rather be at our lunch but appointments at the dental 
clinic are not easy to come by) 

 Earl Cochrane (81) – he is in pretty good form, but he said he is bowling under some duress and 
discomfort (ongoing eyesight and feet problems). He is still smiling however and on the whole he is 

OK. Earl and Betty celebrated their 59th wedding anniversary earlier this month. Congratulations to 
you both, and best wishes for your birthdays this month. Betty is celebrating an important birthday! 

 Judith Willis (81) – she is “not too bad” and has recovered well from her hip replacement 18 months 

ago. She did have a fall recently but nothing to be too concerned about. Judy said she will try to get 
to our March meeting if at all possible. 

 Clieve Lennon (80) – Clieve is looking well, and he assures us he is. Nice to see him at today’s 
meeting. He said he celebrated his BIG birthday with a bit of a party. 

 Alan Skidmore (80) – he is feeling better now than he has for some time (however still dealing with 
diabetes). We usually catch-up with Alan at the Newcastle lunches. 

 John Sargent (80) – John unfortunately has been doing it a bit tough recently. I spoke with his son 
Stephen (also a ROC member) who said that plans have been made to move John into a fulltime care 
facility in the Southern Highlands. Best wishes John for your 80th, and for the year ahead. 

Unfortunately I wasn’t able to make contact with Max Campbell (92), and Os Gallagher (89), but we extend 
the very best birthday wishes to both of them.  
 
BEREAVEMENTS 

 
Peter Gilligan of Melba ACT passed away on 4th Feb 2016 aged 75 as a result of cancer. His wife Jan says 

he was unaware of the cancer and had been in a nursing home for 4 years and passed away peacefully. 
Peter is survived by his wife Jan and son James. 
 
Alison Murphy of Greenacre NSW aged 81 passed away last weekend after a long term chronic illness 

including leukaemia. Alison is survived by daughters Leanne and Naomi and sons Ross and Gary. Alison’s 
husband Robert (Bob) Murphy was a former Service Staff officer and predeceased Alison by some years. 
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Since our last AGM, we have lost the following members: Reg Bate, Helen Bennett (widow of Gordon), 
Anne Carden (widow of Barclay), Debbie Cleaver, Peter Gilligan, Bruce Grimison, Max Hickey, Graham 
Hoskin, Ruth Leck (widow of Trevor), Ray Manning, Tony Moles, Carmen Moylan, Alison Murphy, Mike 
Osten, Jack Thoroughgood, and Eric Warner. 
 
A period of silence was observed in their memory. 
                ___________________________________________________________ 
   
NEW MEMBERS 
  A warm welcome to Doug Richardson of Allambie Heights NSW and Lou Iannotti of Punchbowl NSW.  
 
   ```````````````````````````````̀ ````````̀ ````````̀ ```````  
Health Warning: 
 

1. If you have a bad cough, take two laxatives. (You will then be afraid to cough) 

2. Caution:   NEVER take those laxatives on the same night that you take a sleeping pill. 

    ```````````````````````````````̀ ````````̀ ````````̀ ```````` 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 15th February 2016 

 
President Phil stepped aside and asked IPP Mike Cunneen to step in as Acting Chairman to begin the 
proceedings. Mike then proceeded with our AGM Elections. 
All positions were declared vacant, and as no positions were contested, all nominees were successful 
Our Office Bearers for 2016/17 are: 
 
President: Graeme Bool, Senior Vice President: Phil Cohen, Junior Vice President: Terry Auld, Hon. 
Secretary: Reg Smeaton, Hon. Treasurer: Mike Cunneen, Newsletter Editor: Alex Morgan, Records 
Officer: David Wright, Welfare Officer: Ken Dighton 
Committee Members: Noel Fox, Denis Lickley, Ann Morgan (Minister for Good Times), and Noel Bottrell. 

  
IPP Phil Newsome nominated Angelo Briganti who had indicated his willingness to serve on the Committee, 
Reg Smeaton seconded the Nomination which was carried with a show of hands from the floor. 
 
The newly elected President Graeme Bool then assumed control of the AGM and confirmed Phil Newsome 
as Immediate Past President for the next two years, and Ken Byatt as our Auditor for a further term. He also 
advised that The Hon. Warwick Smith has again formally agreed to act as our Patron.  
 

PRESIDENT PHILS’  REPORT FOR AGM 15/2/2016 
 
I said on taking up this job 2 years ago, that the club`s purpose was to promote fellowship between 
members during the good times and to look out for members during the not-so-good times. I believe the 
committee has met those ideals during that time. This has been achieved through the time and energy put in 
by Ann Morgan as Minister for Good times and Ken Dighton as Welfare Officer. 
During the last year we have successfully run sporting events at Port Kembla and Umina, and social events 
at the SCG, the train trip to Robertson and the partners` lunch at Ultimo TAFE. The annual Patrons lunch at 
the Bank`s new Head Office was another successful day. In November, we sponsored a reunion of staff 
from S(P&H) with a record monthly attendance of 99. It is to be hoped that similar reunions of ex-staff from 
other PBOs might take place in the future 
Attendance figures at ANZROC monthly lunches continue to rise with the 2015 monthly average of 65, an 
increase of about 10% on the previous year.  
Events were also held during the year at Ballina, Port Macquarie, Newcastle, Canberra and Wagga Wagga, 
with some committee members attending most of these events. 
The club remains in a good financial position and much of this state of affairs is due to the great support that 
we receive from the Bank. We are especially indebted to our Patron, Hon Warwick Smith for this support 
and to Mark Monaghan who has stepped in a number of times during Mr Smith`s absences. Club Treasurer, 
Mike Cunneen has introduced direct crediting for subs and his contribution to the Club has been much 
appreciated. 
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I consider that the Club has had a very successful year. This reflects very creditably on the committee. 
While not wanting to single anyone out, I must give special thanks to Ken Dighton who has taken the post of 
Welfare Office to another level. From feedback from members it is very apparent that his efforts are very 
much appreciated. Finally, it would remiss of me not to mention my old friend Reg Smeaton for his tireless 
and uncomplaining work as Club Secretary. However, I should also place on record my thanks to all of the 
committee for their support, and the time they have put into running the Club. 
My best wishes are extended to the Graeme Bool the incoming President, a man I have known for almost 40 
years. I could not think of a better person to head the Club into the future. 
 
VOTE OF THANKS 

President Graeme then took the Chair, thanked Mike Cunneen for his role as Returning Officer, and went on 
to say: 
I am deeply humbled to be elected President of our club for the 2016 year, after  
looking at the honour board and the names of past Presidents and Committee members who included a 
couple of mentors during my banking career, namely John Mair and Clieve Lennon. Yes I did report directly 
to Clieve for a period. I can assure you all there was never a dull moment during that time. 
Overall I know that I have big shoes to fill. 
I take this opportunity to again thank Phil Newsome for the excellent job he has done in the past 2 years as 
Club President. Phil’s leadership and guidance has ensured that the club continued to function and provide 
support to our members when required. Thanks again Phil. 
Looking to 2016 I can assure all members the elected Committee will continue to provide the support and 
assistance as required under my watch and of course provide members with our monthly luncheons and 
special functions so we can all socialise and enjoy the good company of friends and former work colleagues. 
I thank all the other members who have put their hands up again to be on the Committee for 2016 which 
ensures our charter will be maintained. 
To our country members our support will always be available for your functions as in the past.  
Please encourage members who you know to come to our monthly luncheons here at the CTA Club on the 
3rd Monday of each month. 
Finally for any updates on club members please advise me, Secretary Reg or Welfare Officer Ken as 
required. All our contact details are included on the Club website (Just click on the newsletter attachment) 
including phone numbers and email addresses.  
Thanks again and please enjoy the rest of the luncheon. 
 
SOCIAL STUFF. 

Our re-elected Minister for Good Times Ann Morgan spoke of the success of events over the previous year 

and invited input from members on possible activities this year with an undertaking to come up with some 
activities for consideration in early course. 
   *************************************************** 

Jim Richardson was down from Newcastle and spoke of the following event, giving assurances of 
collection at the Railway Station for those coming in from Sydney: 
 
19th May 2016  at RSL Cardiff  the Newcastle Chapter are holding their half yearly luncheon from 
11:30am.  Contact Jim Richardson jimcher@exemail.com.auor Tel. 02 4943 8031 or Ron Welsh OAM 
ronwelsh@hunterlink.net.au or Tel. 49326591. Bookings are essential at least one week prior to the lunch!!! 
    **************************************** 
 
Brian White reminded us of the Illawarra Golf Day at Port Kembla on 7

th
 March 2016, and is looking to 

grow the numbers this year. There are plenty of golf carts available for the less mobile! An early request will 
be more fruitful than a late entry and a request for a cart.  
 
 Contact Phil Newsome Phone: 42 625047 hmazar@optusnet.com.au or 
  Brian White Phone: 42 849488 brianjoanw@yahoo.com.au 
 
 

   Last Chance to register….be very quick and phone Phil or brian!!!!  

     ‘’’’’funfunfunfunfunfunfunfun’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ 
    

mailto:brianjoanw@yahoo.com.au
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 
Mike ADAMSON 18th  Wayne KIEHNE 1st 
Mark  ATTARD 17th  David LENNON 6th 
Brian BEYNON 19th  Maggie LEOW 11th 
David BRASSINGTON 3rd  Robyn McGRATH 31st 
Ann BURNESS 8th  Ron MILLER 20th 
Mike  CAPPER 29th  Sue MILLER 24th 
Paul CONAGHAN 22nd  Mark MURRAY 17th 

John CROOK 30th  John ODEWAHN 30th 
Ken D’ABRERA 10th  Alan ROWLEY 5th 
Steve DAVIDSON 25th  Reg SMEATON 8th 
Bob DWYER 30th  Lyn SMITH 10th 
Marj FARRELL 18th  Garrie TAYLOR 8th 
Liz FOSTER 13th  Vern WARNER 20th 
Ray GREEN 19th  Chris WHEELER 1st 
Harry HAMMOND 4th  Charles WHITE 15th 
Andrew HARDWICK 22nd  Peter WHITTY 24th 
Chris HARDY 27th  Peter WILLIS 18th 
John IRELAND 20th  Maureen ZARUBIN 6th 
Ian JARRATT 10th     
 
THE “HONS”     

Margaret BLACKWOOD 31st 
Jan DOUGLASS 14th 
Doug DOWLING 5th 
Ken HILL 22nd 
John MAIR 1st 
Geoff NELSON 17th 
Lance PHILLIS 3rd 
Ron RAWSON 16th 
 
Congratulations to John MAIR, who joins our esteemed ‘HONS’ this month  
 
…………………………………Happybirthdayhappybirthdayhappybirthdaytoyouall……………………………………………………. 
 
Membership Status since last AGM:  
 

Membership numbers stand at 719 and are made up of 4 Honorary Life Members, 148 Honorary Members 
and 103 Widows/Widowers also with honorary membership and 464 financial Members. A net decrease 
over the year of has occurred of 6 members, as several members have been removed from the role as 
either unfinancial or at their own request in some cases, (the own request removals from the register have 
been predominantly widows who mostly say they have no knowledge of the membership now and the 
newsletter is no longer meaningful to them). 17 new members joined this year compared to the 32 new 
members the previous year, and we lost 16 members and widows through bereavement 
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Extracts from Letters Received……  
     

From Geoff Nelson : Some of the older members may remember Jim McQueen, who was a New 

Zealander He was transferred to Sydney from management of a Fijian branch and was Manager 
at Bankstown and Parramatta branches. On retirement he returned to New Zealand. 

His family has advised me that Jim passed away on 25th December last from an aggressive 
cancer. During the last three months of his life he lost his sight and was unable to swallow. 
      `````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

Of Alison Murphy, Stephen Sargent wrote: 

 “I just read of the passing of Alison Murphy. How sad ! My first role was at Bankstown North as Emanza 
Clerk, I then spent many years at the branch as a relief officer, Branch Accountant & Manager. Alison was 
part of the branch & loved all her customers. Vale Alison.” 
   ``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
Jan Gilligan writes, 
“Reg, I was wondering if you could pass on our sincere thanks to Bob Grant and Albert Orszaczky for 
attending Peter Gilligan's funeral. We were very touched that they attended and spoke with such fondness 

of Peter, as he had lost touch with such a lot people after he went into the nursing home. Again our thanks”   
 
Col Walker writes” still on the farm and kept busy attending my 40 Murray Greys. They keep me going and 

are a good interest.  
It is good to see the old Bankers at our meeting in Wagga Wagga a couple of times a year and brings back 
some good memories” 
 
Arthur Crittenden writes “ …always pleased to read the newsletters. Keep up the 

very good work – we appreciate it….. and I still play golf 3 times a week – even a hole 

in one last Saturday.”  

 
From Narelle Heywood,  for her father, Oswald Gallagher. 

 Dad has advanced Macular Degeneration and has been blind for many years. He became a 

resident in South West Rocks Nursing Centre on Christmas Eve 2014 due to an illness that 

resulted in reduced mobility, making it difficult for my mother Cath to continue to care for him.  

Dad has recounted to me that he joined the Union Bank in either Mayfield or Maitland (his 

memory is not what is was) in 1949. He went onto the relieving staff in early 1951 and recalls 

stints at Grenfell, Cowra, Canowindra, Captain's Flat and Wagga. During his time in Wagga the 

merger between the Union Bank and The Bank of Australasia took place and he was appointed to 

a permanent position there. After a total of approximately 12 months at Wagga he was 

transferred to Tullamore as second officer.  

Dad, of course, had never heard of Tullamore and neither had his workmates in Wagga. Finally 

an audit officer who was in the branch at the time said he thought it was out near Parkes. 

In Tullamore, Dad met my mother, who grew up in the area and was living with her family and 

working as a telephonist in the town at that time. Having been to Tullamore quite regularly all of 

my life, I asked Dad recently what his first thoughts were as he stepped off the train. He replied 

with his trademark cheeky grin a couple of words that might translate nicely to "Goodness 
Gracious Me!" Dad spent two years in Tullamore and transferred to Yass as accountant/teller 

shortly before he and Mum were married. Their eldest child, my brother, was born there.  

From Yass he was transferred to Sydney and spent some time on the audit staff (too many 

whistle stops to remember now), until he was appointed to "the bottom of the managerial ladder" 

as Sub-Accountant at Burwood. He also served as Accountant at both Ramsgate and Bankstown. 

It was during this time that my parents bought their first home, their first car and welcomed their 

first daughter (myself). 

Dad's first post as Manager saw the family return to Yass, from Yass to Narromine and from 

Narromine to Crookwell, managing the branch immediately prior to, and following, the merger 

with ES&A. Their third child, my sister, was born in Crookwell. From Crookwell dad was 

posted to Campbelltown around the time that the branch there was transitioned from being 
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regarded as rural to being regarded as metropolitan. Dad retired in 1983 and continued to live in 

Campbelltown until moving to South West Rocks in 2002. 

Dad thought that there may be other retired officers who may be interested in the attached 
photos. Kind regards. 

(Ed says: Many thanks for sharing this with us Narelle.)     

 
Entrance to the Tullamore branch 1952/53.  Ex ANZ Tullamore 2015. 
L to R: Os Gallagher, Bill Chapman and Ralph E Smith. 

  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

Our next Monthly Luncheon…. ……..…is at the CTA Martin Place  on 21st March 2016 commencing 

    at 11:45 am. Be there!!! 

 
 

The biggest lie I tell myself is... "I don't need to write that down, I'll remember it."  
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
A reminder that you can pay your subscription by internet Bank transfer to BSB 012006 
Account No: 008906464, don’t forget to record your name on your transaction. 

If you make a transfer deposit to our account at an ANZ Branch you CANNOT record your 
name on the deposit slip.....So please record your telephone number....and then send 

Treasurer Mike a note showing your telephone number so he can reconcile your deposit. 
 
OR... 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Enclosed please find cheque for $5 for my 2016 SUBS. 

Name: ………………………………………………………………….. 
Address :( if changed recently)………………………………………………………….. 
Email address, (if changed recently)………………………………………………………. 

If paying by cheque please post to:   
 

Hon Treasurer ANZROC (NSW)                           P.O. Box  2269,  Carlingford Court NSW 2118. 
     
                                             (NO STAPLES PLEASE)  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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With thanks to Ian Auld for this reminder of bygone days…and people…… 

 

 
 

 
 
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

 
Picturesque Speech….. 
*He was a boring as a 3 kilometre freight train. *When opportunity knocked he complained about the noise 
*Nothing ruins a man’s memory for faces like a plunging neckline  *As hard to wrap as two watermelons  
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

T’il next month.…thanks again reading the News….stay Well, and keep Smiling!!!!! 
   


