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ABN 19 337 817 538 

 

Welcome to our April 2021 
NEWSLETTER 

 
Club Update. 
 
A big welcome to all members for our April Newsletter. 
 
We trust that all members are keeping safe & well, and please enjoy reading our April NL. 
 
Great news that we have completed arrangements for our next Hub Luncheon in Metro to be held on Tuesday 
15 June at Chatswood Business Club. Full details are attached on final page of this NL. 
 
Thanks again and update on Club matters are:- 
 
BEREAVEMENTS  
 
We were sadly advised that our member John Burg passed away on 2nd April aged 77 years. 
  
John would known by many members especially those who worked with John in ANZ and specifically during 
his time in Esanda. 
When John retired from ANZ he worked as a fleet/finance person at Booths Mitsubishi Gosford and then part 
time in a broker business. 
  
As one close friend quoted, John was a proud ANZ/Esanda and a totally dedicated employee, and the main 
thing that stood out with John was his dedication to his wife, children and grand children. 
- a true family man. 
  
John’s health in recent times was difficult as a result of a brain tumour, and life had been a challenge for him. 
  
John’s funeral service was held at:- 
  
St Patrick's 
Gosford Parish 
76 York Street 
East Gosford NSW 2250             
  
on Monday 12th April at 11am. 
  
Sincere condolences from all Club members to his wife Margaret and all his family members. 
  
RIP John..  
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 MAY BIRTHDAYS     
       
       

Bruce AANENSEN 17th  Phil MINETT 26th 
Trevor AULD 11th  Ann MORGAN 1st 
John CLARK 11th  Clive NEUTZE 6th 
Karen CLARKE 4th  Phil NEWSOME 15th 
Tony DALTON 8th  Jenny OSMOND 10th 
Bob DYER 1st  Ann PEREIRA 4th 
Rod GALLAGHER 3rd  Jim ROGERSON 17th 
Mick HOWARD 23rd  Kerry ROSSER 30th 
Greg LANCE 4th  Maree SHANNON 8th 
Bob LE BROCQ 31st  Lorraine SKETCH 6th 
Jenny LENNOX 2nd  Greg THORNE 13th 
Constantine (Con) LUCAS 4th  Paul TOOHEY 25th 
Robyn MACDONALD 25th  John WIDERBERG 25th 
Elizabeth MACHADO 20th  Denis WILLIAMS 7th 
Terry MAGUIRE 20th  Steve WILTON 16th 
Peter MAYBON 17th  David WRIGHT 14th 
Helen MAZAR 8th  Eric YACOEL 6th 
Pixie McPAUL 23rd  Sebastian ZAMMIT 30th 

       
       
       
       
       
       

 THE HONS      
       
       

Frank BLINMAN 16th  Mal MATTHEW 16th 
Betty BROWN 14th  Neville McKINNON 21st 
Noel COOK 20th  Morrie MILES 27th 
Peter DOUGLASS 26th  Carl OWENS 30th 
Ron FREEMAN 4th  Dan PAWSON 6th 
Betty GEMMELL 11th  Alan SINGLE 18th 
Geoff GILL 8th  Wilhelmina SMITH 18th 
Ron HARGRAVE 22nd  Terry STAPLETON 20th 



 

Barry HENNESSY 1st  Alasdair STEEL 17th 
Col JEFFERIES 9th  Evan SUMMERSON 23rd 
John LE GRAS 8th  Ken WHITE 3rd 
Peter MABER 30th     

       
This month we bestow on Evan Summerson the exalted title of "Hon". Congratulations! 
 
Happy Birthday to all members who are celebrating a birthday in May. 
       

New members since last month. 

A big welcome to Kerry Rosser from Woonona who has just joined the Club. 

Kerry had 23 years service in ANZ from May 1988 to May 2011. 

A big welcome to Kerry and great to see a new member from Wollongong. 

Treasurers Report. 

Treasurer Mike Cunneen confirms sound financial position, with expenditure to date for 2021 being AGM 
Luncheon at Wenty Leagues Club, and monthly postage cost for newsletter and some minor Club costs. 

Welfare Report.           
 
Ken Dighton – Welfare Officer  Report for April 2021 His final one.  
 
Sick List: We wish the following members, and any other members who are not performing well at present, 
better health and good recoveries: 

 Alf McDermott – Alf is returning to RPA Lifehouse for more surgery on his jaw and the removal of teeth. 
This time around, based on specialist estimates he expects to be hospitalised for only a few days – we 
hope this is the case Alf. And we wish you a good and speedy recovery. I certainly had to commiserate 
with Alf in the light of his recent run of bad luck. Apart from his health situation, he had to deal with a 
collapsed ceiling due to a roof leak in the recent heavy rain, and his driver licence has been revoked 
(on health grounds). We can only wish you better circumstances and luck for the remainder of the year 
Alf. 

 Bob Dyer – We believe that Bob hasn’t been well recently and has spent some time in hospital. 
However, I have not been able to make contact with him nor with his wife Sheryl. We hope you are 
improving Bob and we wish you good speed in getting back to normal. 

 
I made contact with the following people, who enjoy the esteemed title of Honorary Member, to check up on 
them and to extend best wishes for their birthdays this month and for the year ahead:  

 Bob Boys (85) – Bob is well, but keeping his head down in these difficult public health times. Bowls is 
off the menu. He had a birthday dinner at his village community centre to celebrate #85. 

 Barry Thompson (87) – Life for Barry on the health front is far from easy, but he is getting on with it (in 
typical Barry style). He and Beverley hosted a family get-together at their Westleigh home for Barry’s 
birthday. Also, they are looking forward to the forthcoming wedding of their (first) granddaughter.  

 Aub Walker (89) – Aub said of late he has been “not too good”. Lack of mobility has become an issue 
and it’s a bit hard to take. He has always been a walker, by name and nature, and he is having to rely 
on a walking frame to get about at the moment. Still, he is hoping for a recovery in the not-too-distant 
future. Aub sent his “good wishes to the ROC crew”. Thankyou Aub, and best wishes to you. 

 Dave Fleming (86) – Dave is “no bloody good” (straight from the heart!!). He has been hospitalised 
several times since we last spoke, and his back problem is still a problem, and the main cause of his 
lack of mobility. Of course, he retains his sense of humour and enjoys nothing more than a good laugh. 
He paid tribute to his faithful nurse (wife Heather), and his chauffer (our Life Member Barry Smith). 
Hang-in there Dave.   



 

 Col Killer (85) – Col is continuing to do a daily walk of a few Kms to keep in shape, and his health is 
“100%”. He breezed through his mandatory driving test without a blemish. He and Robyn moved into 
their own home in Mudgee late last year, and they are now quite settled. 

 Bill Bricknell (83) – Bill has some little unavoidable (in the 80’s) health issues, but overall he is OK. Life 
is good in the village, and Vivienne is well. Since the advent of Covid, Bill and Vivienne have begun 
utilising the home delivery food services of Coles and they find it very convenient. 

 Wendy Keys (84) – Wendy is “as well as can be expected at 84”, and her quality of life is “excellent”. 
She received several phone calls wishing her a Happy Birthday and this cheered her no end. She said 
she has not turned-on her computer for quite some time, but she keeps in touch with the outside world 
by “still having The Herald thrown over the fence”. Good on you Wendy. 

 Digby Milne (83) – Digby said he “feels good” and usually walks a few kms each day to keep in trim. 
His keen interest in woodworking keeps him busy, and he will attend a “master class” soon to build his 
own guitar with a specialist at Gulgong. He sent his regards to young Angelo our VP with whom Digby 
worked many years ago. 

 Kevin O’Connell (83) – Kevin is still doing 3 rounds of golf each week and enjoying life. He had a “skin 
nasty” removed from ear some weeks ago, but fortunately all results have come back in his favour. All 
is well in the household.  

 Bob Riseborough (82) – Bob is “getting there” and employing a regular walking regime to keep his 
parts moving. He was thrilled to recently receive a Life Member award from his local Bowls Club. He 
had a quiet birthday celebration.  

 Ken Whitecross (80) – Ken is our latest inductee into The Hons. Unfortunately, I haven’t been able to 
make contact with him by home phone, by mobile, nor email. Our first hope is that he is in good health, 
and secondly, we trust he was able to celebrate his milestone in fine style. Perhaps he is away and 
enjoying some travelling around the country, or maybe he has moved house. We extend very best 
wishes to you Ken and hope the year ahead will be terrific for you. If you have some new contact 
particulars please let us know.  

 We have lost contact with Don Davis unfortunately, so we were unable to extend birthday wishes to 
him. If anyone out there knows of Don’s current circumstances please contact us. 

 
In the February report I mentioned that we were unable to contact Roger Fenton to extend a welcome to The 
Hons and good wishes for his 80th. Well, I received a very nice letter from Roger which I’ve reproduced below: 
 
“Thank you Ken for your kind words on my reaching 80 years. 

We have now totally retired and moved out of the rat race to the country. 

As I have been retired from the Bank for 25 years, the names appearing on the monthly birthday lists are 
mainly foreign to me. As such and to save the Club the hassle of sending the Newsletter to me I have decided 
to retire from ANZROC forthwith. 

The Club has certainly been a credit to all those voluntary people who give their time to supporting the 
members, and I wish all those involved the best wishes for the future. I enclose a cheque for $200 as a token 
of my appreciation for the work ANZROC does for the many members, some in needy circumstances. 

All the best for the future. 

With kind regards, 

Roger Fenton” 

Thankyou Roger for your supportive words and for your most generous donation to ANZROC. Thank you also 
for your membership over the years, and we in turn wish you a very happy and healthy retirement in the 
country (Sydney folk moving to the country certainly seems to be a growing trend!). 

In recent Newsletters I posed the question as to the whereabouts of Harry Brookes who celebrated his 90th 
birthday at the end of January. I am very pleased to say that all is well with Harry. His youngest son Ross sent 
me an email informing us that Harry did spend some time in hospital, but he is now back at his village at 
Neutral Bay and going along nicely. This is an extract from Ross’ communication: 

“He’s alive and well and still at his retirement village 
Last year he had several hospital admissions in the period 1 July to 22 December but got back home for 
Christmas and is still there. 



 

Attached are photos of Dad when he was in Greenwich Rehabilitation Hospital last year and one from his 90th 
birthday on 29 January this year [the latter is included with this Newsletter] 
He loves keeping up to date with the retired officers’ news and often recognises names from his 10 years in 
staff department in the 50s/60s. 
He still sees Kerry who is a receptionist for a skin specialist at Bondi Junction when he goes for his 
appointments - Dad worked with her at 97 Castlereagh Street. 
Dad’s off to have a hip replacement hopefully on 21 May. His left hip has reduced his mobility down to using a 
walker and an electric scooter sometimes around his village.” 
Thanks Ross. It’s great to hear that your father is OK. And it appears he had an enjoyable 90th birthday 
celebration back in January. Please extend our best wishes to him, particularly for his forthcoming hip surgery. 
 

  HARRY BROOKES 
 
 
 
Nostalgia Corner. 
 
The photo in March NL of the old ES & A Branch at Berry NSW, has certainly stirred a few memories with 
members, and we have received the following comments. 
 
Ken Byatt wrote. 
 
Regarding the photo from Robert Jones re the old bank building in Berry, a quick google and Wikipedia 
reference revealed the following: 
 
ES & A was founded in London in 1852 by Royal Charter, and named English, Scottish and Australian 
Chartered Bank. Following a financial reconstruction in 1893, its business was renamed English, Scottish and 
Australian Bank Limited. 
It opened its first Australian branch in Sydney in 1853.  
As some 40 years passed before "Chartered" was dropped from its name, the name shown on the Berry 
building would have been what was recorded on all branches up to 1893. 
One wonders how many other ex Branches buildings still have that signage? 
 
 Ray Brennan wrote. ( 2 articles ) 
 
Thanks Graeme for latest issue. 
 
On page 8 there is mention by one Robert Jones re Berry Branch. I refer you to the email I wrote to the Editor 
of the ANZROC Newsletter in May 2017.. 
 
Not sure if it was ever published or acknowledged,  but copy sent to ANZ Archives brought a response and is 
held on file down there. Copy was also sent to the Berry Museum who published substantial part of the text in 
the “Berry and District Historical Society Inc “  publication “The Shoalhaven Chronicle with Berry Newsletter ” 



 

of June / July 2017. 
 
Cheers, 
 
RB 
 
&  
 
G.B. 
 
 
Here is the answer to the question re E.S.& A. chartered Bank 
 
“ in 1893 the colonies of Australia experienced a severe economic depression which led to the collapse of 
many banks operating in Australia. One of the banks effected by the economic downturn was the ES&A 
Chartered Bank which was forced to close its doors for several months from May 1893. In August 1893 the 
bank re opened with a different name – The English Scottish and Australian Bank Limited. “ 
 
This may answer Mr Jones’ query !!! Cheers, RB 
 
Gary Mason wrote:- 
 
Thanks Graeme, 
 
I believe Bob Jones is correct re the "E.S. & A. C " at Berry. 
 
Cheers 
Gary 
 
"Go Scotties" 
 
Robyn Bate. 
 
President Terry provided the following comments on Robyn. 
 
I have attached a copy of an article that appeared in the Monday April 5th Daily Telegraph on the SES Heroes 
involved in the Mid North Coast floods. The main page photo was our member Robyn Bate. 
 
Not sure if you can fit the article & report into the newsletter or even just the photo & heading with the 
abridged comment about Robyn. 
 
The comment regarding Robyn is on the 2nd page, column 2.  
  
"Robyn was doing crucial work at the command centre. At the same time as she was fielding calls from 
family's stranded in rising flood waters begging her for help, her own home was going underwater. 
I think the first night, the Friday night was a15 hour shift, Robyn stated. Every call that was coming through 
was for a rescue and it was hectic and traumatic. 
I don't know how I managed. I guess you just get on with it. It's probably the worst thing I've had to do since 
the William Tyrrell search, that was really sad and tough." 
 
Well done Robyn and displays the strong community spirit that exists in Regional Australian 
communities.  



 

 



 

 
 Pam Dewshurst. 

Article sent in by our Web Master & member Peter Goerman on Pam Dewshurst former ANZ staff officer in 
Canberra for many years. 
 

Pam Dewhurst, who passed away a few years ago, used to work at ANZ Bank Alinga Street in Canberra Civic 
as head of ESANDA, which coincided with my two years at that branch. 

 

During my two years in Canberra I 
lived at Barton House - see http://riverbendnelligen.com/bartonhouse.html - and, unbeknownst to me, shared 
this "life changing experience” with Pam Dewhurst whose description of life at Barton House I have only just 
now discovered in a book entitled "Life in the Capital" - see attachments. 

 

You may use this for your newsletter 
if you wish. 
  

Best regards Peter Goerman  
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Thank you Peter for this article which will stir fond memories for members who worked with Pam in Canberra 
over the years. She was very dedicated & faithful ANZ employee and was highly respected & loved by all who 
knew her. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
ESANDA LUNCHEON. 

An Esanda reunion & Luncheon was recently held and Doug Richardson has forwarded in the following 
comments & picture from a very enjoyable get together. 
 

Hi Graeme. 

 

The Esanda Luncheon was held on 9th April. 
A great attendance from Sydney, Central Coast, and Wollongong. 
A massive afternoon, great venue, and views of the bridge and Harbour Lots of stories, laughter, 
reminiscing, and a few lies too. 
 

 
 
Those in attendance as follows: 
 

L-R. 

 
Graham Kirchner 
Tim Deeble 
Peter Cronin 
Doug Richardson 

 
Alan Hyatt 

 
Harry Hammond 
Brian Manual 

 
Barry Harris 

 
Clive Read 
Bob Jones 
George Harlow 
Laurie O’Brien. 

                          

 

 

Hopefully next meeting in about 3 months time. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Member Helen Mazar sent in the above picture from 70th birthday celebration for Peter Dawson who would 
be well known to a lot of members. 
Well done Peter and trust you enjoyed the big celebration with family & friends. 
 

. 
 

Correspondence from members. 
 

On Reginald Elliott. 
 
Noel Bottrell wrote. 
 
Thanks Graeme,  
Reg was a Wagga Wagga boy where he joined the Bank and was a very good Rugby League player in his time, 
I did not ever work with Reg but he had a very good reputation as a Banker and later in his career he moved on 
as Chief of Credit Unions Australia. 
Reg occasionally got to our Lunches. 
RIP Reg 
Noel 

 
Ron Miller wrote.  Thanks Graeme, 
I worked with Reg Elliott in Corporate Accounts NSW. As Tony Knight said, the Eulogy says it all. 
A great bloke to work for. 

 He never managed to convince me, however, to undertake his fitness regimen as I opted for fatness over 
  

 
fitness which I am living to regret! 
Best regards Ron. 
 



 

John Burg. 
 
Laurie O’Brien wrote. 
 
When John retired from Esanda (and the ANZ) he worked as a fleet/finance person at Booths Mitsubishi 
Gosford then part time for my broker business Bridgecoast Finance mainly in admin. We became close to his 
family as personal friends and one thing that stood out with John was his dedication to his wife, children and 
grandchildren - a true family man so to speak.  
 
I know in his working life he was a proud & dedicated ANZ / Esanda employee. We had many discussions 
about those Esanda days over morning coffee which included Steve Cross. Steve and I would often remind 
John that it was the ES&A that took over the ANZ not the other way around! 
 
We will all miss John and as a former ROC member I’m very happy to represent the club in addition to myself 
at his funeral (details I have yet to find out) if that is something of help. 
 
Warm regards 
 
Laurie 0'Brien 
 
 
Terry Auld wrote. 
 
Very sad to hear John has passed away. I heard he had not been in great health for a few years. 
 
You are correct, he was a nice guy. I worked with John for a couple of years in the Methods Department. He 
could be serious at times but a pleasure to work with. I lost track of John over recent years. 
 
RIP John." 
 
Cheers 
Terry    
 
David Wright wrote:- 
 
Very sad news Graeme. During my time in Esanda, I became quite good friends with John, & found his 
company most enjoyable. He was a good & kind man. 
Sorry to lose another ‘good guy’. 
 
David 
 
 
Ken Dighton our Welfare Officer wrote:- 
 
I last spoke with John last August and he was undergoing some chemo treatment at the time, but he said he 
was going along alright. Perhaps an understatement (as was John’s wont), or his health took an unexpected 
turn for the worse. Irrespective, it is sad news. 
He was a good bloke. 
 
KD. 
 
Noel Botterell wrote:- 
 
Thanks Graeme, John was a good operator and a good bloke. 
He was of great assistance to me when I opened Ballina Branch way back then. 
Noel 

Terry Stapleton wrote:- 

Dear Graeme, 
I am saddened to read of the death of John......he was Accountant Teller when we opened Foveaux St Branch 



 

in 1966......I remember him as a hard worker, dependable and a “good bloke”. 
Kindly pass on my message and condolences to his family 
Terry Stapleton 
 

Irene Norris wrote:- 

Sad news remember John. May he RIP 
Irene Norris  
 
Phil Newsome wrote:- 
 
I was saddened to hear the passing of John Burg. John and I worked in Methods Department circa 1975-1977. 
John was a serious Banker, and very thorough in his job. We did a number of surveys together and I always 
enjoyed his company. 
Vale John Burrg 
 
Phil Newsome 
 
Albert Orszazcky wrote:- 
 
Hi Graeme 
 
So surprised to hear this sad news.  Although I never worked with John, I actually knew him from our earlier 
school days in the inner western suburbs of Sydney.  As I recall, we were in fact both altar boys together at the 
same Catholic parish.  It was always good to catch up with John at the ANZROC Christmas functions in 
Sydney in recent years.  A true gentleman and fine human being. 
 
Strangely, another close childhood friend from the same period and area died a few months ago from the 
same medical condition.  Life can certainly be cruel sometimes. 
 
Best regards 
 
Albert Orszaczky.    
 
UPCOMING FUNCTIONS DATES  

 
 
Kevin Cameron has advised dates for the remaining 2 Wagga luncheons in 2021. 
 

 14 August 
 11 December 

 
All at Wagga Wagga RSL Club at 12 noon. 
 
Far North Coast. 
 
Early advice from Brian Rawle on scheduled next function in Ballina. 
 
A date has been booked for THE FAR NORTH COAST LUNCHEON Thursday 21st October 2021. Would it be 
possible to hear from members that would be interested in attending please. More details closer the time. 
Please contact Brian Rawle phone 0266189197 or email      elwarmb@gmail.com. 
 
 
 



 

 

                  11 HELP STREET, CHATSWOOD NSW. 
    
 ANZROC NSW LUNCHEON TUESDAY 15th, JUNE 2021 
 
The Committee is pleased to confirm that our Second Luncheon for 2021 has been arranged at the above 
venue and stated Date. All Members are Cordially invited to attend. 
 
In line with previously advised forward objectives, the venue has been specifically selected to align with 
Northern, Peninsula and Central Coast Membership Demographics. The last luncheon held in February  
was developed on similar objectives to test the concept of selecting venues closer to the Membership 
clusters and a transit away from the previous one permanent location in Sydney CBD. 
 
Chatswood Club has been selected on its location and status as a major Transport Interchange easily 
linked with all major routes in Sydney. The Club is located approx.7minutes walk from Chatswood 
Railway Station. 
 
We will have Private Room facility on first level and the Menu will consist of; 
-Main Course of 2 choices served as alternate Drops 
-Platters of Vegies 
-Dessert 2 choices alternate Drops. 
-Coffee/Tea  
-Bar Service within Function Room for Beer and Soft Drinks. 
Bottles of Wine will be available on each Table. 
Full Cost will be met by Our Club. 
. 
RSVP required by   Friday 4th June,2021       
 
To:  
 
Graeme Bool     Secretary                  Mobile 0427-125-327      Email   graemebool@outlook.com     
Angelo Briganti  Snr Vice President  Mobile 0411-125-242       Email  carpi1@bigpond.net.au 
 


