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             MONTHLY NEWSLETTER APRIL 2015 
               anzroc.blogspot.com.au  
 
Hi There….another month rolls by, and here is the News! 
 

Secretary Reg Reports: 
Today’s Luncheon  attracted 54 members. President Phil welcomed all, including the following 
 members not seen for a while, Tim Barker, Alan Edmonds, David C Fleming, Paul Mawruk, 
 Bill Patrick, and John Reading.          Phil’s welcome was followed by the Loyal Toast.  

 
Apologies: 
Terry Auld, John Ball, Noel Bottrell, Noel Bowmer, Peter Bradford, Ken Johnston,  
Alistair Johnston, Phil Minett, Clive Neutze, John Nicholson, Kevin O’Connell, Alasdair Steel,  
Geoff Taylor, Barry Thompson, Ian Tredinnick, David Wright 

 
BEREAVEMENTS: 
Reg Bate of Beacon Hill NSW, Ruth Leck the wife of Trevor Leck of Lindfield NSW,  
Jack Thoroughgood of Kingsgrove NSW. 
(Jack was 103 and our oldest living member at the time of his death). 
A period of silence was observed in their memory. 

 
NEW MEMBERS: 
A warm and sincere welcome to our club for: Phil Gardiner of Wahroonga NSW 

 
TREASURERS REPORT: 
Treasurer Mike confirmed that we are in a very satisfactory financial position.  

 
BIRTHDAY WISHES 

 
Birthday wishes were extended by Graeme Bool to David Charles Fleming, Bill Patrick,  
Jim Richardson and John Turnbull! 
 
 
     ****************************** 
Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head  

                     and a beer gut, and still think they are sexy. 
     ******************************* 

mailto:reg.kini@%20bigpond.com
mailto:reg.kini@%20bigpond.com
http://anzroc.blogspot.com.au/
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WELFARE REPORT:  
Ken Dighton (whose contact details are on the Newsletter Masthead) reports: 
Sick List: 
• John Sargent – having a tough time with Parkinson’s Disease and nearing the point 
where he may have to move into a care facility. Best wishes John. 
• Ann Morgan – had an accident while overseas and had to make a quick retreat back 
home. On the mend now. 
• Tony Moles – still dealing stoically with his ongoing health issues, but enjoying 
grandchildren and the occasional outing. Keep it up Tony. 
• Ken Johnston – he has been in hospital recently for surgery - spent some time in ICU 
before transferring to the general ward. Dorothy has informed us that Ken has now been sent 
home, much to her relief and Ken’s satisfaction. Best wishes for a speedy full recovery Ken. 
• Bruce Grimison – Daughter Elaine (Davis) informed us that Bruce has spent some time 
in hospital recently but he is back in his self-care unit. Mobility a bit of an issue but generally 
OK. As you well know Bruce, they breed them tough in Deniliquin and that should stand you 
in good stead. 
• Irene Norris – I spoke with Irene who said she continues to have chemo treatment, but 
she is going along OK. Unfortunately her husband Michael is in hospital at the moment. Irene 
said that she has benefitted from the new rail station at Leppington being placed near her 
home, so she will endeavour to get into a meeting - when the health issue in the family are 
sorted out. 
Don’t forget that I rely on feedback from all members about those who are not doing so well – 
so please let me know if you hear of anyone in that situation. 
I made contact with the following people, who enjoy the esteemed title of Honorary Member, 
to check up on them and to extend best wishes for their birthdays and for the year ahead:  
• Betty Hickman (88) – Betty said she has no complaint other than the usual issues that 
arise with the aging process. She is mobile and enjoying life. She certainly sounded as bright 
as a button. 
• Arthur Bown (90) – he said he is getting there with the help of family and friends. 
Celebrated his birthday with family at home. Hopes to join us at a lunch meeting soon.  
• Terry Gatty (83) – he is “as fit as a fiddle” and happy (despite seeing specialists for his 
chronic issues and a recent fall). He is still living independently but utilises community- care 
services for cleaning etc. and he is able to go to the shops regularly. On the whole he is OK. 
• John McCrudden (85) – a few problems with mobility, but otherwise fine. John was 
another of our Hons to celebrate his birthday at home. He and wife Hetty were joined by their 
two sons’ families and John’s sister. 
• Bruce Rider (90) – Bruce is not enjoying the best of health and a lack of mobility is a 
nuisance. However, he retains his (restricted) driver licence. Also, he continues to enjoy “a 
couple of sips” each PM (I’m sure that would be under doctor’s instructions Bruce!). 
• John Scott (89) – says he “is not too bad”. Still having periodic chemo. treatment for 
his lymphoma. 
• Barry Thompson (81) – he is OK and enjoyed having another birthday  -  we have of 
course seen a bit of Barry at our lunch meetings over the past months  
• Dave Fleming (80) – the new boy on the Hons block was very pleased to see his name 
in lights (and more pleased to have reached 80!). It was good catch-up with him at the lunch 
meeting. 
I was unable to make telephone contact with Carmen Moylan, Don Davis and Aub Walker. I 
received a call from Aub this time last year (and I didn’t note down his phone number) and he 
said that he was fit and well and taking no medication.  We hope he is still the same, and we 
also send best wishes to these members for their respective birthdays and the year ahead. 
We’ve heard from Lance Phillis and he hopes to come to a meeting soon. 
Jim Richardson apologized for John Nicholson who, Jim tells us, is said to be improving  
but still having treatment for lymphoma issues. 
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SOCIAL HAPPENINGS: 
Ann Morgan, our Minister for Good Times spoke of a planned trip by train on 12th July to  
Robertson in the Southern Highlands, with a lunch at Ranelagh House, then returning to Sydney.  
More details further on in the Newsletter. 
Ann’s offsider Noel Fox also spoke of the intention to head for Broken Hill later in the year,  
probably by XPT, stop over for a few days and tour points of interest in the area.  
This idea is in planning mode only at this stage and details will follow in due course.  
If you are interested in the Broken Hill Customised Tour, please let Noel or Ann know asap. 

 
GUEST SPEAKER: 
At President Phil’s invitation, Jim Nicholson OAM, DSM and an absolute gentleman to boot  
gave an impromptu talk on some of his life experiences along the following lines: 
Jim admitted to being 94 years of age at the beginning of his talk and then spoke like a very  
articulate 30 year old person, not missing a beat. 
Jim was at the ES&A Head Office during the war and expressed his desire to join up for the war.  
The Bank agreed to his request but character checks by the recruitment office revealed a person  
of the same name with a criminal record. A phone call was received from CIB Sydney for Jim to  
be fingerprinted to ensure he was not the miscreant. His finger prints were taken and he was  
cleared! He then joined HMAS Rushcutter for land based training and went on to serve on eight  
ships during the war as an H S D (Higher Submarine Detector) with the role of maintaining the  
equipment and organizing the crew as well as being the operator of the equipment when in  
action. Jim was credited with the sinking of a Japanese submarine in the China seas and  
awarded a DSM for his efforts. He was invited to England to participate in the Victory March after  
the war which he was very proud and happy to accept. It was during this period that Jim met  
his wife Joan. Joan passed away in December 2012, but their legacy is four children, sixteen  
grand-children and fourteen great grand-children! 

 
On Jim’s return to the Bank he was asked to apply to be a JP. Being mindful of his past  
experience with a namesake with a criminal record Jim contacted the local sergeant of Police  
and asked him to determine if the criminal was still alive. This was subsequently confirmed so  
the sergeant came to Jim’s home to take Jim’s finger prints. Jim warned the family of his arrival,  
and when the sergeant did get to the house he must have been in a playful mood because he  
fingerprinted Jim, the four children, the dog and the cat!! 
Jim has since retired his JP role due to rule changes. 
 
Jims’ talk was very warmly received and acknowledged by the members. 

  
CORRESPONDENCE: 
On the passing of Reg Bate, Doug Moss has offered the following comments : 
“Sorry to hear of the passing of Reg Bate - when he was Manager Dubbo in the old ES&A days  
they used to use Reg's AA submissions in the training school as a means of explaining how to  
submit an application, bearing in mind that Managers had virtually no discretion in those days.”  
 
“Sorry to hear of Reg Bate’s passing. I worked for him for a time in the old NSW Admin Audit  
Section during the 1970s and remember him for his dry sense of humour.  RIP.” Roy Crawford 
“Sorry to hear about Reg - real character and was great fun to be with.” Peter Dufty. 
 
Roy Crawford  writes: 
“I will take this opportunity to let you know after 20 years living in Turramurra we have sold up  
and are presently looking for a sea or tree change in Tasmania.  We are presently doing a 5  
month house minding stint on the banks of the Carlton River just north of Hobart.  
I will notify you of new address details when we are settled. I have already joined the  
Tassie ROC and booked my flight to join you at the NSW Xmas bash at the end of the year. 
We look forward to catching up with you in December.”   
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Did you hear the one about????? 
I was in the pub and heard a couple of blokes saying that they wouldn't feel safe on an aircraft  
if they knew the pilot was a woman. What a pair of sexists.  
I mean, it's not as if she'd have to reverse the thing! 
    ****************************************** 
OUR NEXT LUNCHEON MEETING 
 
- will be at the CTA Martin Place on 18th May 2015 with pre- lunch drinks from 11:45 am. 
  Wander in for great camaraderie and a good lunch. Bookings not required. 
    ******************************************* 
ANZROC (NSW): N E W C A S T L E / HUNTER AREA 
 
It is time for our midyear luncheon before the winter weather sets in. 
DATE:  THURSDAY 14th May, 2015 
CHANGE OF VENUE: Due to the permanent closure of the former Silver Dolphin Restaurant  
arrangements have been made with Cardiff RSL Club, Cnr. Macquarie & Munibung Roads Cardiff. 
TIME:  11.45 AM to 2.00 PM 
Wives, partners, visitors and any former bank contacts are most welcome. 
RSVP:  WEDNESDAY 6th May, 2015. It is vital that we know if you are coming along. Paperwork,  
numbers attending and payment have to be finalised one week prior to the function. Please  
DO NOT remit funds. The Newcastle/Hunter Area ROC will attend to these matters. 
We look forward to welcoming our visitors from Sydney, the Central Coast and further afield,  
as always, so may we please have some help with car transport from Cardiff Railway  
Station –  Sydney- Newcastle train arrives 11.33am. 
 
    Please advise acceptances/apologies to us by phone on 4943 8031 or by email to:   

jimcher@exemail.com.au   
Jim & Cheryl Richardson   Convenors   
 
 

OUR WAGGA WAGGA Chapter is having a Luncheon on 13th June 2015 at the Wagga Wagga  
RSL Club at 12:00 Noon. Kevin Cameron advises that any member who would like to journey  
down would be made very welcome. It is a good day.  
Phil Newsome and Reg Smeaton made the journey last year and enjoyed it thoroughly.  

 
***************************************************** 

 
The next time you are washing your hands and complain because the water temperature 
isn't just how you like it, think about how things used to be. 
Here are some facts about England in the 1500’s:   
Most people got married in June, because they took their yearly bath in May and they still 
smelled pretty good by June. However, since they were starting to smell, brides carried a 
bouquet of flowers to hide the body odour. Hence the custom today of carrying a bouquet 
when getting married.      

 
Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water.  The man of the house had the privilege of the 
nice clean water, then all the other sons and men, then the women and finally the children.  
Last of all the babies. By then the water was so dirty you could actually lose someone in it.   
Hence the saying, "Don't throw the baby out with the bath water!" 
                      ********************************************************* 
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OTHER INTERESTING BITS: 
 
From our Member MasterChef, John Turnbull 
 
These are photos of my two cakes. One tag had fallen over, must ring them. 
1st Rich Plain Cake 
2nd Sponge Sandwich (apparently I had TOO much Vanilla Essence), fix for 
next time. 
Congrats JT!! ( Ed) 
 

 
 
 
A NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER MIKE 
 
Secretary Reg sent an individual email or letter in March 2015 to all members who had not 
paid their 2015 subscription payment of $5.00. Many of those contacted have since paid their 
subs. Thanks. 
However as at 23 April 2015 there are still 61 of those that were contacted by Reg who have 
still not paid their 2015 subscriptions. In terms of our Constitution members who have not 
paid their subscriptions by 31 March are deemed to be Unfinancial. 
If you are one of the 61 members who have STILL not paid your 2015 subs please do so NOW 
or you will be deemed to be Un-financial and will cease to receive our Monthly newsletter and 
be unable to attend any of our functions.            
 

    ********************************************************************************** 

 

DID YOU MAKE EITHER OF THESE DEPOSITS TO OUR BANK ACCOUNT? 

 

Treasurer Mike advises that two deposits have recently been made to our Bank Account without any 

details given. Unless the depositor identifies him or her self, they will show in our records for 2015 as 

AN UNFINANCIAL MEMBER. So please contact Mike, whose contact details are on the masthead. 

 

   DATE                  AMOUNT     DETAILS SHOWN AGAINST THE DEPOSIT 

10.02.2015  $10.00       BRANCH DEPOSIT (NO NAME SHOWN) 

13.04.2015  $  5.00       SECU ANZ (PERHAPS A TRANSFER FROM   

                                                      SHELL EMPLOYEES CREDIT UNION)   

 **************************************************************** 

     

Almost silently, so as not to scare the fish, Bob says, 'I think I'm gonna divorce my wife. She hasn't 

spoken to me in over 2 months.' 

Rod continues slowly sipping his beer then thoughtfully says,  

'You better think it over, Bob. Women like that are hard to find.'    
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BIRTHDAY WISHES FOR MAY!!!! 
 
Trevor AULD   11th   Greg LANCE        4th Maree SHANNON        8th 
Bruce AANENSEN   17th  John LE GRAS        8th Brian SHEPHEARD    18th 
Chris BOORER   16th  Peter MABER        30th Alan SINGLE       18th 
Betty BROWN   14th   Robyn MACDONALD   25th Lorraine SKETCH         6th 
John CLARK   11th   Elizabeth MACHADO   20th Wilhelmina SMITH      18th 
Tony  DALTON     8th  Mal MATTHEW       16th Alasdair STEEL       17th 
Peter DOUGLASS   26th  Neville McKINNON       21st Evan SUMMERSON   23rd 
Bob DYER               1st  Pixie McPAUL       23rd Paul TOOHEY       25th 
Ron FREEMAN     4th  Phil MINETT                  26th Denis WILLIAMS         7th 
Rod GALLAGHER  3rd  Ann MORGAN         1st Steve WILTON       16th 
Geoff GILL                8th  Clive NEUTZE         6th David WRIGHT       14th 
Ron HARGRAVE  22nd  Phil NEWSOME       15th Eric YACOEL         6th 
Mick HOWARD   23rd  Ann PEREIRA         4th Sebastian ZAMMIT   30th 
Col JEFFERIES     9th  Jim ROGERSON       17th     
 
THE “HONS” 
       
Frank BLINMAN 16th   Noel COOK      20th   Ian McA FRASER 12th 
Betty GEMMELL 11th  Barry HENNESSY       1st             Ian HISCOCK 27th 
Colin MALONE 19th  Morrie MILES             27th                      Carl OWENS 30th 
Dan PAWSON  6th                Terry STAPLETON     20th                     Joan STORCH 20th 
Dick WALKOM 18th               Ken WHITE      3rd 
 
Congratulations to Noel COOK and Joan STORCH on joining the ‘HONS’ this month 
 
     *************************** 
More on Ye Olde Merry England….. 
 
Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the 

middle, and guests got the top, or ''The Upper Crust''.   

 
   ********************************************************** 
SOCIAL/SPORTING 
Our Minister for Good Times Ann Morgan and her Assistant Noel Fox are to be commended 
on the success of our Riverboat Postman Cruise. A great few hours on the water, excellent 
commentary on River history, and the Bar was open. 
 
AND SO…. 
The next Social Outing is for train lovers…… …..The Cockatoo Run, on Sunday 12th July. 
……leaves Central at 0906 with several stops including Sutherland, Wollongong and 
Unanderra, then up the Illawarra Escarpment to Robertson, arriving at 1237pm ish. 
The Buffet Car offers light refreshments and souvenirs, and BYO is allowed on board the 
Train. Research indicates that the best tucker in Robertson is to be had at the Robertson Inn, 
250m from the Station,so that is where we feast! 
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Food and travel per head cost is $65 per head for Sydney folk, $50 for the ‘Gong people.  
And that my friends is a bargain!! (Ed) 
 
Please have a peek at       www.3801limited.com.au and www.robertsoninn.com.au 
 
Expressions of interest in the trip are sought, as we need to book and pay three weeks prior. 
Please tell Ann 9970 8668 or Noel on 9982 5459 that you would love to be on the Train!! 
    toot tootchoooochooochoooochoooochoooooscreeetch 

 
MORE Dates of interest to be noted: 
 
Thursday 14th May 2015 
Hunter/Newcastle Luncheon Travellers…….. 
We will be in the second last carriage of the train which leaves Central at 9.15am, via Hornsby 
at 9.52am and eventually Cardiff at 11.33am. 
The Newcastle folk will, as always, help us find the venue from the Station. 
 
Monday 18th May 
See you at the CTA for our Mointhly Luncheon Meeting. 
 
Sunday 12 July 2015 
Cockatoo Train Trip Sydney Central to Robertson via Wollongong –see above. 
 
1st September 2015 
Patron’s Luncheon at 242 Pitt Street Sydney hosted by our patron the Hon. Warwick Smith. 
 
21st September 2015 
Friends and Partners Luncheon at Ultimo “Apprentice Restautrant” 
 
Thursday 19th November 2015. 
The Far North Coast Christmas lunch held in Ballina NSW is booked for anyone interested in 
coming along can contact Brian Rawle on 02 66876286. The invitations will go out to the 
usual ones, but if you are new to the area or likely to be passing though at that time of year 
then contact me and I can include you on the mailing list. 
 
7th December 2015 
Christmas Cocktail Party to wind up a very busy year at 242 Pitt Street Sydney. 
 

USA Sporting Gems….. 
 
New Orleans Saint RB George Rogers when  asked about the upcoming season: 
 "I want to rush for 1,000 or 1,500 yards, whichever comes first.."  
   
Lou Duva, veteran boxing trainer, on the Spartan training regimen of 
heavyweight Andrew Golota: 
 "He's a guy who gets up at six o'clock in the morning, regardless of what time 
it is."   
    ***************************************************** 
 
 

http://www.3801limited.com.au/
http://www.robertsoninn.com.au/
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW: 
 
From Christine Bruce - daughter Of Gordon Oliver (Decd) - to Secy Reg: . 
Thankyou Reg.  Mum is doing considerably well at 90.  She is in a retirement village & is 
being well looked after - Dad, being a banker, was a good provider! 
Regards Christine 
 
Dear Alex: Thanks so much for including some of my eulogy of my father's funeral on  
6th February 2015 in your recent issue. 
As mum (age 91 and in hostel care at Woy Woy) isn't reading any more,  
I'd be grateful if you could remove her name from your mailing list. 
Cheers  Ian Harvey 
PoA for Kath Harvey - 38 Hughes Ave, Richmond  NSW  2753 

 
    ***************************************** 
It was raining hard and a big puddle had formed in front of a little Irish pub. An 
old man stood beside the puddle holding a stick with a string on the end and 
jiggled it up and down in the water 
A curious gentleman asked what he was doing. 
'Fishing,' replied the old man. 
'Poor old fool' thought the gentleman, so he invited the old man to have a drink 
in the pub. Feeling he should start some conversation while they were sipping 
their whisky, the gentleman asked 
'And how many have you caught today?' 
 
'You're the eighth.' 
 
    ********************************* 
 

A Very Special Notice.     

Addendum to Secretary Report 20th April 2015 (for insertion in minute book for recording 
purposes) 

President Phil Newsome moved that David Wright be put forward for Life Membership of 
ANZROC (NSW) due to his long and excellent service to the Club. Proposal was Seconded by 
Reg Smeaton and further supported by Clieve Lennon. 

In terms of the Club Constitution, the nomination is to be put to a vote at our next Luncheon 
on 18th May 2015. 

(signed) Phil Newsome  (Proposer)   Reg Smeaton (Seconder) 

    !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

If you have any tit bits, gossip, need to find someone, or have a story to tell…please let me 
have it!  Our readers love to hear about fellow retirees. 

 

Til next month….keep  smiling!!!!! 


